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TO 

MAJOR GENERAL BARROW, 

LATE Hit X4^IS8TT*S tUPKRllTTEirDAlf T { COMMANDSa OV TKB 
troops; &C. &C. 



AT HONDURAS- 



SIR, 



At the moment I suhmit the following 
pages to the indulgence of the Puhlicj I feel a very 
sincere gratification that I am also enabled to offer 
an acknowledgement to you, however unequal to 
my wishes^ of the perfect recollection I hold of 
thejavour under which I have been placed. 

And I beg you to believe that^ in common with 
many others, I cannot but recur with singular sa^ 
ti faction to the period of service passed under your 
command, throughout the whole of which you in-^ 
variably shewed that the duties of the Superior and 
the urbanity of the Gentleman were not incompa* 
tible. 

J have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
Your obedient 

and most humble Servant, 
• GEORGE HENDERSON, 
Capt. 44th Regiment, 

Dec, 1809. 
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PREFACE. 



IT is most anxiously hoped that the 
succeeding attempt may not be found 
altogether divested of interest. Yet 
it must be confessed, that it would 
very materially encourage the confi- 
dence of the writer of it, could he in 
any way be persuaded, that an excuse 
for the imperfections with which it 
abounds would be as readily admit- 
ted as he is willing to acknowledge 
the necessity for raakifig it. 

It will not be de/iicd, that the op- 
portunities for useful investigation^ 
a 3 
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even amidst the fluctuations of a mOi* 
tarj life, are often found singularly 
favourable : but, at the same time, it 
is probably to be regretted, that the 
ability and inclination to profit by 
these advantages are not more fre- 
quently united. On some occasions, 
it may nevertheless prove inconveni- 
ent, that the latter should consider- 
ably exceed the former j a circum- 
stance vsrhich, it is far from being 
insisted, may not be too conspicu- 
ously illustrated in the present in- 
stance. 

Parvxim panra decent 

conveys a truth, which, if rightly 
borne in remembrance, would prevent 
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much eril ; and that mighty if it had 
been closely regarded, have entirely 
removed the necessity of this suppli- 
cation. But it is more easy to im- 
plore forgiveness than to avoid error; 
and the liberal indulgence, which has 
been so frequently extended to faulty 
of similar description, may perhaps 
have indirectly contributed to the 
commission of one more. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE 

SECOND EPITION. 



JLN- offering a new Edition of this slight perf(H'ip- 
anee to the world, it would very distantly accord 
with the duty and inclination of its author, if 
an expression of the obligation he feels for the 
reception it has received were entirely withheld. 

In its present shape, some additional matter 
will be found connected with it ; and an endea- 
vour has been made to confer on the whole a less 
imperfect arrangement. It is likewise trusted, it 
will be discovered that the suggestions, which an 
encouraging and candid criticism has supplied, 
have not been altogether disregarded. Still it b 
believed, that the labour of correction has been 
greatly diminished from the extreme moderation 
with which the task of pointing it out has been 
exercised. 

June, 1811. 
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ACCOUNT 

or THE 

BRITISH SETTLEMENT 

OF 

HONDURAS. 



CHAP. I. 



Geographical posUion of the British EstallishmetU 
tf Honduras. Short political account of the corir 
ditionofthe Settlers until the present periods 
Climate. Description of the Town of Balize. 
Outline of the Coast, ®c. &c. First Settlers 
exposed to hoitile Indians. 

JL HE British Settlement of Hoqdura^ 
is situated in the province of Yucatan, 
or Jucatan^ajpeninsula extending from the 
province of Honduras to the sea north* 
wardly, fuming the Bay of Campeachy 
on the west, and the Bay of Honduras on 

B. 
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the east. It extends from about 16 to 21 
deg. north latitude, and from about 84 to 
94 deg. west longitude. This part of Ame- 
rica was discovered by Columbus in 1502. 
It is not probable, if authentic mate- 
rials could be foundj to furnish it, that 
much instruction could. be derived, or 
that curiosity would be particularly gra- 
tified in a recital of tibe manners and pur- 
suits of the early adventurers in this part 
of the world. It certainly was long, af- 
ter it had become a place of considerable 
resort, before any thing likethe customs of 
civilized life were known to it. But it will 
scarcely be expected that such could 
have been known, or at least assented to, 
by a description of persons, of whom 
perhaps the greater number had forfeited . 
9il pretensions of the kind by the irregu- 
larity of ihm conduct in the countries 
they had. left. Those persons^ it must 
^ nJbo b^ n^ollected,i were of various na? 
tiam^ woA. pc»sibly bore littfe refeeob 
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blando ib satgy^wAj to eaclt otbei^ b«t i» 
tfae desperate> statte of thttr fortuaes; 
AodiibmKyj bonreryi well' betiered, thttt) 
the aole motive which first altumi! 
liieir st^ to this coast, would be fbuiidl 
in the temptation it then c^Sered, to 
rqmir their condition by plunder Md^ 
rapine* When, however, their atvoe^ 
ties had grown into a systesa, and' bad 
become so formidable as to enga^ the 
attention of other quarters, and to require* 
correction, they, no doubt, found it ex^ 
pedient, in some degree, to relinquish 
them for habits of a more regular and 
less lawless kind. Tlius the path of in- 
dustry was opaied; new and more te^ 
spectafaie sources of wealth discovered^ 
which have led to consequences h%yy. 
advantageous to commerce, ai^ no iess 
beneficial to the state^ that has encou^ 
raged and protecteddt 

Brevkniatothetreaty^f Paris, in 176S, 
&6 Ei^Ililt settlers l^d eertablii^bed lliem^ 
B 2 
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advea \9i^ : the. friendly approval of the 
Indkuis, their immediate Beighboufs, on 
ijieleast coast of Yucatan : the nearest 
Spanish settlements being those of Baca- 
lar to the northward^ and of Omoa and 
TruxiUo to the southward. An incon- 
siderable military body is kept at each of 
the former places, but the latter is a si- 
l^iation of much more importance, pos- 
sessing a r^ular force, and having very 
extensive fortifications. The harbour of 
TruxiUo is also large, open, and com- 
modious, an advantage that is connected 
with very few places on this immense 
coast. 

. On concluding the treaty of peace, 
in 1-768, by the 1 7th article it was sti-^ 
{j^nlated j that all the fortifications which 
had been formed by the subjects of 
l^dteiin in the Bay of Honduras should 
within four months after its ratifica^ 
^iqn be.entirely.demolished. The worits, 
which had bee^ raised £ir tiidr de« 
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&iice were consequently destroyed ; ahd 
in cx>nsideration of this, his Cathdiic 
MsLjesty engaged to protect them during 
their residence in the country. And 
by the reciprocal article (36) of the 
treaty of Madrid, the king of Spain fur^ 
ther engaged, ^^ that, in case of war, no- 
tice should be given to the respective 
subjects of, the King of Great Britain^ 
ibsA six months would be granted tb^n 
to remove their merehai^Use and efiecto 
witisout nK>lestation." . This cdnditicm is 
understood to have made part of every 
subsequent treaty between the two ndr 
tions. 

Truth, however, urges ti^ recital,! thai; 
notwitstanding the above/ engagement^ 
so liberally made and> so ^emnljr oot^ 
eluded, in the month of SepMmber^ i799^ 
the sul^ects ofGceat Biitaih, withmi|;rflny 
{Mrevious information, bettig^veoitb them 
on the part of the .goreniment of JSpaii^ 
oC any misundetitiiiding ha\^U)ig. taken 
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|)lacc between the ooimtries^ were attacfe- 
:ed ih fbek <de£bnceles8 state by a lErtroiig 
ibroe, iSidr pri^ertiers materiailyilgiired, 
and their persons seized and treated in a 
iwfay of rather unusual severity. Many 
-Wdre blindfolded and' piit closely in hxmiy 
•and all of t^em, of dilSerent sexes and 
ages, marched from their homes to Me- 
<rida, the capital of Yucatan, afterwards 
<€Oiintermarc|ied to the coasts and tliftsce 
rf»ppeA to the Hsvannah, where ttejr 
were ^heii in captiidty iuntil July, IfTta, 
lovhea they weiie suffered to i eitani to 
Jamofciu 

The losses sustained by many mdivi- 
Aaal^by <ltts cotlanoidinary event amount* 
^ It a ineiy oomidsecable siun ; and al- 
liiou^ »«i^ respectfid solicstatiora 
were rmAe ^ the Bifitidi mndistry to ob* 
tmiy a pmaUe, Mmjc indemnMcatiofi 
^om thrcoktoif S^pain ftr the outrage^ 
«lbe irequiot ^cfaangQi^ added to the very 
^tat^g$fag aiid uiicertaiii state of p&blic 



d by Google 



'H&irs at lliis particular juhctuire, render- 
-^ all applicatioii^ of tlie kind ineffectual. 
Between thte- years 1779 and 1784, 
many of the settlers sougM a refuge 
lamdngthe Indians on the Mosquito shore, 
Mtd formed their principal establishment 
oh Black-river, which may be deemed the 
Tiorth-westerh bo'undaty of this nation of 
Indians on the Shores of tlie Atlantic^ al- 
though some geographers have carried 
it further in this direction. The inter- 
mediate space between it and the British 
isfettiement, coniSned to the coaSt, for of 
the interior little is known, is very con- 
siderable, and mostly inhabited by rude 
tinbes rf natives, with whom it has hi- 
th^o been found impracticable to form 
ittiy intercoiik-se. 

In the month of November of the lat- 
ter year, the treaty of con veujtipn was 
concluded betwe^ England and Spain, 
. and the British subjects again tdok (^s- 
iiei^ion of their former situation* Since 
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this period no particular opposition has 
been directed towards them, with the ex- 
ception of an ineffectual attack made in 
the year 1798. This expedition Was 
fitted out at Bacalar, and conducted by 
pon O'Niel, a field-marshal in the ser- 
vice of Spain, but which after an imper- 
fect attempt, was forced to retire with in^ 
significant loss firom before St. George's 
Key, a distance of ten or twelve miles 
from the chief settlement of Balize. It 
was computed that the number of the 
enemy employed on this occasion a- 
mounted to near three thousand.* 

^ THe sense his Majesty entertained of the united 
exertloas of the Nayy and Army^ and the settlertj 
be was pleased to express^ by directing the follow* 
Ing communications to be made to tbem through 
Lieutenant-general the Earl of Balcarres. 

Extract of a letter from his Grace the Duke of 
Portland^ to Lieutenant-general the Earl of Balcarres^ 
dated, Whitehall, 8 Fe\m\2ity, 1799- 

•* My Lord, 
■* I had great pleasure in laying before bli 
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Previous to this attack, oommissioners 
had been regularly i^[K>mted by the 1^)^ 
nish government to vidt die British set* 
tlement at certain stated periods. Th« 
chief ^purport of their misaon was to eoL^ 
acta scrupulous observance on the patt 
of the settlers (^ the severaLconditions en^ 
tered into by the req[>ective countries c 
tl^it no forts or fortifications of any kind 
should be again, erected ; that the Smita 

Majesty the accoant joa transmitted of the defeat' of' 
the Spanish Flotilla, in iu attadt npbiK oor Settls* 
meot of Uondarat. ' ' • . *; 

'' The able and judicioQs conduqt of JJ^teti^*^ 
colonel Barrow, and Captain Moss of the Merliii- 
sloop, the brairery of the troops and seamen undes. 
thcjr respective commands, and the^ spirited e::er- 
tions of the Settlement in general, on this occasion, 
have been such as to receive his Majesty^s appco^ 
bation, which your Lordship is hereby directed to; 
signify through Lieutenant-colonel , Barrow, tggptber 
with the just sense his Majesty entertains of their 
gallant and meritorious conduct." 

A true extract. 
. ^ (Signed) BiLC^utst. 

b5 
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wsigfted for the cutting of mahogany tBd 
dye-woods should ncA be exceeded j that 
no plantatioiis beyond thme of ja certain 
eKtent. stould be feroaed, nor any but 
pafticuliir modes of culture purraed on 
tli^mt 'Bie above event however^ QC(^ 
(Moned iiie disoontimiaace of tli^ie Yi$itS) 
and the settlers^ in consequence of it^ 
have ever lance conaidered theiiiaelv09 
lest i^oundan tp an observance <^theii 
Qriginal obligation. 

.The in|;ercQurs^ which subsists be- 
tween the English and Spaniards is chiefly 
carried bA by a eommimication with 
Merida, the capital of the province of 
Yucatan, ^During war the English are 
not permitted to approach nearer Merida 
than th^ look-out post, as it is termed^ of 
St. Antonio, which is a short distance 
fVom the town of Bacalar : from this last 
place the public dispatches are forwarded 
hy Indian couriers to the capitaL 
A. more reluctant disposition has 
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Usually been shewn, but particularly 
latterly, in the southern Spanish depen* 
deilcies of this part of America, id hold 
iftn intimacy with ihe English settled at 
Honduras, than in those situated iiiore 
nordiwdrdly. This, it is believed, is 
tdore to be attributed to the predominat- 
ing influence of foreign intrigue, than 
\6 ally inclination of the sort in the peo- 
ple of these dependencies themselves. 

This extensive quarter of the world and 
)6Very thing connected with it — ^its fnsti- 
hitiom^ civil and religious, yet more 
deficient in admihistration and form than 
the most imperfect of both in the parent 
country, and assailable at all points, pre- 
sented t6<y spacious an opening, a pros- 
pect too inviting, to escape the regard 
of the industrious and designing theorists 
of the present day; aiid could scarcely 
femamuninterru^ed by the effects of a 
System that seems destined to r^ch at 
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most every state, and from which iieither 
excelleiice nor deformity is free. 

In the political chsmges that now seenji 
to await the Spanish Transatlantic posses- 
sions, in favour of which, the ^lecessity 
being of no ordinary kind, the n^ost inve- 
terate enemy to such attempts must feel 
a disposition to relax his creed, it will be 
well if a jealous and vigilant regard be 
directed towards all foreign interfiM:enc;e 
whatsoever: for it cannot require any 
profuse share of skill in such matters tp 
determine, that the less the obligation 
they shall incur in. this respect ;the more 
will thek condition appear likely to be 
improved. 

The climate of this part of the Ameri- 
can continent is greatly superk)r to that 
of jg^ost other parts of the same vast por-, 
tion of the globe, either in higher or 
lower degrees of latitude. It is equally 
si^erior to the climatp of the West India 
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island generally ; for persons, whose 
health and cQnstituticms^huve become im- 
pauredirom the^^ects of the latter, very 
frequently acquire a sudden restoration 
of .both a£ter an arrival at Honduras. 

With the exception, of a few m^onths in 
the year, this country is constantly re- 
freshed by regular sea-breezes,: accmn^ 
panied by an average of heat that may b^ 
taken at the temperature of 80 degrees. 
The seasons have -also their marked di^ 
feraice, though nature may not haye de- 
termined the shades of variation with 
the same strong lines which she has affixed 
to most other situaticms under her do^ 
minion. Within the tropics, a change <^ 
wind, or a shower of rain, often produces 
a sudden and singular rev<dution in at^ 
mospherical regularity, and occasions a 
no less-iii^tantaneous effect on the human 
system^ The periodical rains which fall 
in this country, and that are neither con- 
sidered unseasonable nor extraQ^din^ry^^ 
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%ight idmost presage a returning deluge, 
tlid they hs^piyen in some crfher parts df 
the world. But the wet^eason^ as it » 
emphatically denominated, is not C6n>- 
sidered here the season of disease. It ft 
fetally otherwise with the whole of the 
West Indies. The most frequent and 
Tiolent instances of sickness whicli occiir 
at Honduras, happen during the dry-sea^ 
ion^ which is nsnidty comprehend^ 
within the months of April, May, and 
JunCi The sun, dtiring this sp^Ce, is 
lilway* most powerful, arid its scorching 
rays are not mitigated by the same uAi*» 
formityof brefftze that prevails during the 
other montiis of the year. At the begins 
ning of- October, what are caUed! th^ 
norths^ north windsj commence, and go* 
nerally continue, with little variation, till 
the return of February or March. Whilst 
these wittds last, the mornings^ and even^ 
ings are cold, fre^ently unpleasantly so j 
and what in^ tMs country is understood: bj^ 
. 4 
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% mt-norihy might perhaps famish no 
wry imperfect idea of a November day 
in EnglMidi at^y norihtonthe contrary, 
is healthful, agreeaWe, and invigorating. 
The state of the weather during^the norths 
i^extremely variable j foir a depression of 
aicwe Han 15 degrees in di^theimotaeter 
has been remark^ in^ die space of & few 
boari. Thimder storms are f^^qnentduf. 
teg the greaieer part of die yearj and in 
Ihe hottest mirths ar^ often tremen<i 
^udly violent. 

llie town of £4^«ar«, which is placed ^t 
Ae month of the river orf" tiicHMime name,* 
k the only regular establishmiettt winch 
Ae English settlers have formed in th« 
country. It is immediately open to thfe 
sea ; and, thotfgh the situation is lowj the 
groups of hrfiy cocoa'Huf trees, and 
AicMy interspersed and Kvdy foKage of 



*" Tbe Spaniardi ifirariabl/ oatne this river. 



d by Google 



16 BB^ITISH SETTLEMENT 

the tanmtindy contribute to give a very 
picturesque and pleasing effect to die 
dwellings of the inhabitants, independ^ 
ent of the advantage that is conferred by 
their grateful shade, a luxury which only 
those who have felt the powerful and 
subduing influence of a tropical sun. can 
fully appreciate. The regularity of the 
winds which prevail in this country had 
been, mentioned, and were it not for the 
salubri^ of these, the settlement would 
certainly be far less healthful than it is^ 
as it is placed at the edge of an immense 
swamp whigh extends many miles backj^ 
and that at most seasons abounds witb 
gt£^ant .waters, but that during the 
ra»ns is completely overflowed. 

The number of houses of all descrip^, 
tions contained in Balize may be number* 
ed at about two hundred. Many of thes9„ 
particularly such as are owned by the 
opulent merchants, are spacious, commo- 
dious, and well finished. They ajre eor 
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tnrely built of wood, and generally raised 
eight or ten feet from the ground, on pil- 
lars of mahogany. The stores and offices 
are uniformly on the lower story, the din- 
ing and sleeping apartments on the up- 
per. Every habitation has likewise itis 
upper and lower piazzas, appendages 
which are indispensably necessary in hot 
climates, and that are resorted, to as 
forming the most cool and pleasant parts 
annexed to it. The buildipgs withip 
tiiese few yearshave mostly b^eenshii^edy 
an improvement, which, indepaEident of 
the security it affords from accident, ^t 
the SMie time furnishes a more finished 
^ypearance to the town. Before the in- 
troduction of this, the roofe were entirely 
thatched with a material of the country ; 
theleaves ofthepalmettO'tree (Ckanusrops 
tTcelsa) and which has obtained the name 
of baj/'t hatch. It supplies an exceUent ' 
and durable defence against the weather, 
and is found particularly valuable for 
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pfentatioh buildings knd those 6f w, in^-* 
ridr kind. 

' Tile town beiilg situktefd afe^reviousfy 
described, renders Miy intercourse wifli 
Hite interior coiitolTf, es^^ially by latod, 
extremely difficifft'} nbrofadiihaS^gbeen 
' formed to it, 6or is it possible there could 
without exfiraordinaiy labour iand ex- 
pense: travelling to this can thetefoiie 
only bfe coiiVenteh% pdnfeWiaed by watfer j 
-a^^ffitance^ however, of four ofr five miles 
haisb^en cut tbrowgh th(e swafa]^, wMdi, 
kifind '^ieatlber, affiD^rds a tolerably pleiU 
iiant ride oh horseback ; the sides of this 
road being profusely lihed ^ith a most 
ttgttee«abl6 variety bf foliage, of which, 
that laffafded by the stately mangrove 
.(rhizoph&ra mamgk)^ matacMneel (Jiip^ 

pomane mancinetta)*^ and poponax^ is 

'■.''. i, ■ . . . 

"^^ The deleterioiu qnalUy. of the fruit of the 

manchineel is well knoMin. It is believed, howereri^ 

'in this country, that cattle do not experience any 

' injury from eating it This noxious property may 
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tiimrt predo^mant : fhe fauft k a sii^* 
larly pleBsant tree, from tihe deKcate fiu*- 
^aoce ^ its miaU yelldW flowof. A 
lartQsh i^cies of the fkitnosa^ or fiemitive^ 
j)Biaiit, is idso found in tfvery 8{k>t 

Ib a& <£r^ection65 the aj^roach cf the 
^esMesis}^ cotLBt which lies contiguous t* 
4lfe bfty of Ilofidloras, is attended wiA 
ifiidii^nt dRxierty and danger ; and th^ 
)^ifteid[;y of the iiavigation is alarn^ly 
dmnmuftM^d by tibte fifflEAftei^Mi^ reffiailis 
^vessils ^at )iiive bee& %red»ed on the 
^M^ent reefs and kfeys vMthzte so abtii^ 
am^ disijiersed al<Hig it. the haiard k 
^veat at all trmes, Ibnt during the coil^ 
Jamfice of the nortk^nd^^ thb dbmgci): 
l)eboities much increaseiil. Tlie weath^i* 

idio be O0O8idered tt beiog competed witb th« leivbi 
4>r bin-k 6f the 'Uee^ « soldier betengmg to the 5th 
West Indian RegkDent having been Complet^ 
deprived of the sight of ope of his eyes, bj the 
insinuation of some drops of rain -which had fidlein 
frcm H whftit lie ifvtu sleeping \uider Hi dhade. 
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at such seasons is usually hazy and tUd^ 
and the currents, which in this part of 
the world, are peculiarly governed hgr 
the influence of the winds, run with is^idi 
extraoridinary and ungual rapidity, as 
frequently disappoints all calculation, and 
^renders every precaution ine&ctuaL 
There is another thing, which may also 
be worthy of remark : so deceitful are 
the different keys foi|nd from the graeral 
resemblance they bear to each other^ 
^hat the most experienqed seaman, when 
j4^@d amongst them, often become 
fatally perplexcjd from the impossibility 
hp finds of accurately ascertaining JWt 
situation. Indeed^ cm makiog thki coast» 
it is sddom safe to prOoeed tvithout a 
pilot On taking a departure from Hon. 
duras, the hazard becomes, if possible, 
greater than that of approaching it, from 
the increased number of the foregoing im- 
pediments. The first object to attain in 
this instance is to make what are called 
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iJie Northern Triangles^ which are three 
i^ey^ immediately close together, of a 
^m analogous to diat which their name 
knports, and distant in a N.N.E. direc- 
tion about 10 leagues from Balize. A^ 
fiirdier departure is then taken for Cape 
Antonio, on the west side of the Island of 
Cuba. The making of this last place is 
considered as most important on the 
voyage homeward, for it has sometimes 
happened that vessels failing in this re- 
spect have been driven, by the force of 
currents and light winds, into the Gulf of 
Mexico, and not unfrequently remained 
becalmed there many weeks, or have had 
tobei^ up for the Gulf of Florida an 
equally tedious time. 

Many of the kej/s contiguous to the 
shcHres^ of Honduras are of considerable 
extent j and some of them in particular 
spots are cultivated^ chiefly by the per- 
sons engaged in turtling and flshmg« 
l^esoil connected with them is gene- 
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sally fiMiiid, fiowei^j (tf the most*, stesilte 
description, being prinqpalljr compoefMii 
of decayed shells, with an inteipiixtuie a£ 
sand, and which but tinper&ctly rewards^ 
the labour that is bestowed on it* A 
species of samphire is usually jfound to 
overspread the greater part of them, and 
on most of them the cocoa-mit and sea* 
grape trees are abundant. 

The largest of these keys named Tur- 
neff, which is a cluster of several small 
ones divided by creeks and lagoons, but. 
described under the above general ap* 
pellation, is but a short distance from 
Balize, and immediately in the channel 
to it from Jamaica. This at first is often; 
taken by strangers to the coast for tho 
main4and, to which its resemblance is 
very great, and that consequently ren* 
ders it deserving of particular regard* 

St. George's-Key, about S leagues dis* 
tant in a N» £« direction. from BaiUze^ i». 
a m^Qst agreeable, and health&l spot^ and 
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opi^^s atMunber of 0(?od howw* Ti^ 
is much xesoft^ to as a place of coave*. 
i^eot ret^emeni \fy the inbabitante of the 
settleia^ dpripg .<^he hot mopth^. Thp, 
pudt)f of the afT and other- advantages; 
cormected with it, render it likewise a. 
4eairable retrea|; for the sick and conval^- 
esc^t. Sopae years past, St George'*^ 
Key was the chief place of trade in this^ 
part of the world, on . which the mer» 
chants almost wholly resided i and where 
the vessels engaged in it deposited their 
cargoes and agajin took in their lading. 
Many of tiie older inhabitants yet regret 
the removal of this to its present situation 
of Balize* The change, whatever other 
a^vanjtage mfiy have attended it, may 
certainly be lamented on the side of 
hedtb. At tiie period alluded to, if 
somewhat of exaggeration be not acccMxi- 
panied with the representation, disease 
was Cfot k^pwn: i|r comparative; view of 
tb»^ lespefitivei si|»^ations'wiiL render it 
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highly probable, however, that it must 
have been much less severely felt 

Ambergrease-Key to the ncwihward 
<^ BaUzie, is also of considerable size» 
abounding with extensive ' fresh water' 
lakes, and at most seasons, is plentifully 
stocked with many kinds of game. This 
Key is likewise said to produce Logwood, 
and the more valuable kind c3* dye-wood, 
named Brasiletto. 

' A more particular description «P these 
spots, so numerously scattered over the 
whole of this coast, would extend far 
beyond any moderate limits ; nor could 
any material value be affixed to it, from 
the little; characteristic difference that 
would be found connected with them. 
It k quite probable, that several of th^n 
were inhabited by the personsemployedin 
the cutting of logwood, a considerable time 
before the adjacent continent was contem- 
plated in the same way. The siiuatioii 
of them no doubt afforded those a4» 
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inAMeeu a miMfr gicaitr degree ofieop* 
nty dum Atpn wadkl littve fotmd onitbe 
main land, where a eontiatsed kitenap^ 
txm, in tbeir defenceless stJite^ from 
^le esiarity of tke SfittniardSy and hosttBtjr 
of tiie Indians^, inusli faave awaited thenu 
At iHm periad it will be wnderstood^ that) 
mahogany had not becoime an. objeet«£ 
consideratrm, and, firom the remote' 
places m wbvdi k could only be fcmad^ 
that f^r wore bdd onongii to Tentare i« 
ieardb o£. 

The Keys^ it i& aha will known, wtre 
hmg the diosen haunts of the Bae«;a»eer» 
who infested this part of Amedca; and 
from which «e most seosons they confei 
fssne fyt&y equipped and supplied tci 
carry cm their dep^edi^ons in the neigh«» 
bourkigcsea^ or on idiec^otigiMm' shores, 
fnd ^ wbicdi^ mhmk pwsosd therf in%ht 
ftrt^^»^ pKOteic«edibf the intnicacy of si 
Btt!rigtttio» y^em note 4are fidiow^ abd^ 
kdbed, i^wkich few aft tbe^ timr kaei^ 
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ZB^ thiiig but thcBisdves. (X these 
hardj spirits and of thdr modes of life 
some traces yet remain. 

Tho\i^ a retrospective view, of the 
difficulties and privations incidental to 
early establisfaments in remote countries 
contributes, perhaps more than any other, 
towards an enlargement of feeling for the 
human condition, yet an apolo^ for 
attempting any thing of the kind in the 
present instance has been advanced, front 
an opinion, that the same might not be 
found, possessed of sufficient interest, to 
detain attention : still there can be little 
doubt, but that some portion of the 
energy which has compassed more sub- 
Umei designs, might be found pcy l)ave ac* 
tuated Uie^ttler in his solitary and qp- 
protected avocations in. the histpryof t))is. 
Kpt many years pa8t>inumerou$ itribe^ oi^ 
hostile Indians often left the^ . re^esws^ 
in the woods Jfor the purpose of plunder^ 
Hits diey often accomplished} andJI^ 
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teeistance were ofiered, not unfirequentl/ 
committed the most sanguinary murders. 
The habitations of these people have 
never been traced. Their dispositions 
are peculiarly ferocious, and they are 
always armed with bows and arrows of 
curious workmanship: the latter arc 
generally thought to be poisoned. They 
are without cloatiiing of any kind, and 
wander over an immense extent of coun- 
try but Kttle known. TThe Spaniwd» 
have given to these people the general 
appdktionof Brat^. ^ 
/ The Indians, however, of tlm part of 
America possess little resemblance to the 
tribes of ih^ more northern parts of it, 
having neither their personsd bravery, nor 
characteristic hardihood : and the drend 
of the military, whom it has been £}und 
«}q[>e£ent frequently to dispatch in {^r* 
Hnt of these fugitives, has latterly opqrat* 
ed? as a very effectual chedc to their oc- 
c^Scnial visits, \ 

c 2, 
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• CHAP.n* 

Omsiderationr on the Commercial Adva^ages of 

, Honduras. Agricultural R^sourcei. Soil and 

Climate adapted to the culture of most of (he 

productions of the West India Islands. Do^ 

mesiic jinimak. fisheries. Fruits. 

If opportunities irece odbred &r an un^ 
i rtccjupt tfd exemse 9£ the mmy gtea* 
cowwercial adli^antagea which the settle^ 
meol: qH Hi^ndttrasfossesse^it might per<^ 
haps prove as valiiable ta tbe patent 
coutttaTf 9B aii^ ose; ^ ita^ <ftqpendeficies. 
Iiii point of situatbov it is: so i^voticid;dy. 
placed dbr suck purposes^ in the Spanish 
American^ domimtm$y that the benefits 
resiiillJQg ftom the itidkilgenee d£a ikett:^ 
sed tBade> gisnted so) latQ a» 1806^ Kavo 
been already very* sensibly fdt ; andltiHRO 
cmmot beadoubt^ but1&itaBM»&n]]n« 
stcained intercourse,. cspeciaHy dmmi§ 
peace, would be productivo of tbeLUUBfl 
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imbstantkd ends. This must^ l^wever^ 
ill a very essential degree^ depend on 
S^ntsh colonial arnmgement, which it 
ttatjsrt be confessed has setdom dkcovered 
an esoett of enooisnigement towards an j 
atteanpts of the kind; the times neverthe* 
less, seem more fiiTOurabie ibr this than 
heretofore. 

It might perhaps be found the most 
convenient dep6t of trade in this part of 
^e world. Its iosmediate contiguity to 
90 sumy important statiims on the con* 
tbent seems to strengthen this o^nion, 
and Jto render it in most nefi^^cts, &r dl 
the purpose required^mcore eligible than 
Mqr «f the W^st indm or Bahanm Ishmda. 
. mm catid^firiimeiit at BaHae could at 
<»iqe jcomi Batt d the tmde cf>Yucat|in to 
ihfe fioidiward, and c^the extensive prOi. 
yince of Guatimala ami its vshiadde de>^ 
pen^khieiffi to the southward. This pro* 
^smtse has always ranked among the first 
iffifdie Sfmiush transatkmtic possessiona» 
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and is peculiarly rich in many articles cf 
export, (tf which may be particuhtriy 
enumerated a superior kind of Iiidigo^ 
which has always obtained a very niarked 
preference in the several European mar- 
kets. Large quantities of this com^ 
modity sometimes find a vent by the 
opposite sea, but more frequently by thie 
river Dolce, which empties itself into the 
Atlantic, through the Gulf of the same 
name. Considerable sums in specie, the 
produce of the colonial treasury, are also 
shipped at stated periods from Guatimato 
for Old Spain. The articles of com- 
merce obtained from the Spaniards at 
present are chiefly procured by money, 
but it is exceedingly well undecstood, 
that goods of 'British manu&cture, suit>^ 
able to their wants, would be jfiur moit 
acceptable to them. 

This Gulf of Dolce, which is but a few 
leagues distant from the English Settle^ 
ment, and Truxillo, fiwii the excellence 
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^f its harbour, would observe vary par* 
ticular consi^ration, if an extension of 
our comm&cciBl intercourse should be 
attempted in this quarter of the world* 
Establishments for the purposes of trade 
nught also, it is presumed, be advan- 
tageously formed in various parts of the 
neighbouring Mosquito country, and the 
friendship, of its inhabitants,, which it has 
been the good fortune of the English at 
aU times to preserve, would certainly 
give very material eacouragement to 
speh viewSi 

The principal articles imported at pr^ 
sent from* Europe into the Setdement of 
Hoodofast^areliiraaa cf afi Idads^ fmnted 
cottcms, muslins of llie most opstly manur 
fac^ure^ negro clothing, broad-cloths, ho 
si^ry, hc^ts fine and coarse, shoes^ bootgi 
earthen and glass wares, silver and plated 
g/(^s, hardwiy-e and cutlery; of the 
latter large quantities, jmrticularly e^ 
cutlass b}^e3^ yfhAc^ ^re u^ fi>r clear-. 
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ing the gtounds of xmdecvmid. SaHed^ 
provisionB of ddfkrent ioDds, either £roiti 
Britain or Amonca, are also continindly 
46iiianded for fiie «i^>port df the davxs. 

Hie vi^ consumption, independent of 
aay re-expgrtatioii, of most of the S^re^ 
:goiiig articles is extraordinary, if the 
^magnitiide of the Settlement be <»n- 
aidered. This is in a great degree oc- 
casioned by the conparative affluemre <xt 
the greater number of the persons com* 
pisiiig it. Hie proprietors of slavesr are 
in general wealthy : that 13, the produc- 
tiveness of labow renders them so. The 
slaves themselves possess indulgences 
which are not granted to their condition 
in any otiier oonntry. The poopie of 
colour and' &ee*bladGB, who axe likewise 
Aumerom^ all possess some fwperty ^ a 
iew are rich, and are idike 4istingandiaUe 
iat the fi^atuee irhich :sa strongly charac* 
terizes the sqme race throt^sliout tbe 
West I]|£g% asr expeimve grattfication 
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nf their ^petftes^ and an extraragant 
passion for dreas. 

Many of the yessds, however, engaged 
ui this trade 6om Eurc^e, arrive pwtly 
in ballaat, a &w cargoes imng adequatae 
to dK demands of the eoantry. The 
ease is wsdcdy diflerent with thoi^e which 
arrive from the States of America ; for 
here, as it happens m oar colonies g^i^- 
rally, articles of American production 
are determined to be almost indispen- 
^ly requisite. What are obtained in 
this way usually consist of flour, salt-fi^ 
jpotat(^s, onions, &€• &c. An importa- 
tion of beef OT pork is only occasionally 
pfermitted, by tfee Governor of Jamaica, 
on a fepresentatidn of j^icarcity. Lum- 
ber of all kinds, from the same ^uarter^ 
idso fbds a reacfy and advantageous 
market. The prohibitions exercised at 
£[4!>ndi|ras towards tb^ ,4>n9ericftns ve 
^uefa ithe s^ne as thoK i»ked towards 
them inour di^Sbrent Islands,, {rarticulariyr 
c5 
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in that of Jamaica, which in thia respect 
must be supposed to direct. 

Vessels from the United States are 
restricted in the size of the maho- 
gany they are sufiered. to carry: this 
must not esLceed twenty inches in the 
'Widest part, and &x each ten thousand 
feet of the Bhove^ they are permitted to 
take three tons of dye-wood..* 

* The number of American vessels which cleac« 
cd outwards from the Settleipent of Honduras^, 
firom the first of January^ I8O6, to 31st of Decembei« 
I807» aniounted'to 
Ships. ..... 4 

Tonnage 5966. Carry- 
ing about 140,000 ie%t 
\ of mahogany and ^: 
proportionate quantity 
of dye-wood^ &c. &c. 



Brigs 25 

Schooners . . Jp 
Sloo|^ ..... V 



Total 49 



The embargo having, taken: place duriog the k^ 
jear^ the intercourse consequently subsided* andt 
any privilege to import provisions was no longer of 
effect. The return for tiib period is particularly 
given> l^om the connection: being as esotensird as. 
at any fbrroer one ofthe same duratipi^ 
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A very pri^t^ble cmmserce in caMie 
18 carried on by a few individaals a£ the 
Settlement with the Spaniards, who are 
Indent on what is called the Main. It 
is principally conducted by barter, the 
%ani^ds exchanging their ci^tle for 
linen^. cloths, sugars, rum, &c. £^c^<. Itut 
oonj^tured. that, a profit of five or siji 
hundred per cent. is. veiy ooromoikdy 
realized by this traffic. The cattle pbt 
tainedin this way are dther slaughtered^ 
or purchased < by the cutters q£ n^ahogany^ 
to whom: they are peculiarly valuable, 
ibr the purpose of draught* They are 
large, , and well fotmedj and the meat 
they a^ford^ extremdy well^flavoured, 
CM the Spanish Main is likewise raised 
an uiicommonly large and serviceaUe 
breed 'of niules : these arer usuaUy trsms^ 
ported ito Jamaica. . 

The frequent inpOBvenience which ijk 
&1<; in the West Indifi Islands, for. th^ 
^ant of rp^v supft^^^^ ^ provisipm> 
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fijomthe modKT country, equally aftcte^ 
the wtQeakcn^ of Honduras, if the si^ 
ft»d popolation of it be considerecL 
And inthomt die remotest attempt ta 
arraign, that policy "which is so poreipp* 
torily insisted on m the exclusive priW* 
l^e c^ the parent rtate, it may never^ 
theless be determined, that, unle» it 
had beai' for its occauooAi rekxaticm, 
the small dependency of whidi we 
speak, as 'wefl as the islands collectively^ 
ivould, in numberless instances, have 
been reduced to a condition Iktle short 
of famine. Indeed, it must be acknow* 
ledged, thaJt this has been fimnd on maiqr 
oecasiotts a very serious impediment, aifd 
which thresrt^^fied to be productive of 
emisequences <if the most alarming kind^ 
nor would the recurraace of such cfffl 
seem likely to be i^eve^ed by any 
continued intnmption of an mtercMirse 
with the American states. This circunw 
jtance likewise radines many persons, 

1 
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exduavdy estaUitfaeS in ihe pbmtmg 
interest, to Gonstder, thst atno veiy diisk 
Itttt period ihey may be dmem to Ihe 
mytvoiddble expedient of tuniing thciir 
thoQgbts ftom ibetr present pursvitSy to 
tht exdasi¥e one of colttvating articles 
of fcod &r tlMsustetmice of their fiuniliet 
end dares. 

Tbe 'fyregpiog i^ an extreme, however,, 
to which Ae West India islands may be 
moane exposed, from tfie limited resources 
amesced to them, than ora* more extent 
site, and wkh regard to the mbjSeet in 
question, more capable possesions o» 
the oontincnt# 

Few eonntzies, peifa^s^ ever possessed 
higher advanta^es^ ia sn agricuXbital 
pomt of view, <^asi tibie greater part of 
thai which £3 placed tontignow to the 
Bojr cf Honduras. It ia certainly but 
imperfectly known to us; but whathas^ 
beoi ascertained respecting it disoovets; 
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in a very strikhig degree, the vast obliga^ 
tion it owes - to Nature, if it be not 
hitherto in any way particularly beholden 
to the industry or research of man. The 
extraordinary benefits that might result 
from the happiest xrombination o£ climale 
and soil, are almost disregarded; a^d 
the cultivation of the earth, which: m ak 
most every other spot of the habitaUe 
world, claims a first attention, is here held 
of no consideration at all.. Pursuits, tfaere^ 
fore, of the most important utility are 
forced to gixre place to those which are 
viewed as being infinitely more profitaUe* 
Nor is it probable that such . resources 
will suggest themselves, until the oppor-^ 
tunities afibrded by the latt^ shall begin 
to fail. This must bappep^ and it will 
be only then that the refdi value of this 
country, can possibly be discovered.' 
The mahogany and log-wood cutter^ 
have long since complaii^ of the Umtta 
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msaigaed them by treaty with Spain, 
wHhin which both these conunodities are 
becoming exceedingly scarce. 

The productions icommou to the West 
India Islands, with a considerable variety 
- of :sticb as^ are more famiKarly knows to 
that part of the continent which is com- 
prehended within the tropics, might un*^ 
questionably be cultivated at Honduras 
widi equal, if not, in many instaiKses, with 
si^rior success; The sugar-cane^ viewed 
as the most valuable of tdl^ thrives with 
the richest luxuriance. €ofiee, another, 
and now became one c^the most profit- 
able antieles of our island culture, grows 
equally well. Cotton, moat Hkewisebe 
included^ Ind^o might also amply re- 
ward the labour of thocultfvator' : aa^ in* 
&rior sort i^ indigenous. Indian arrow- 
root is abundantly, produced^ and pimen- 
to has been, tried, under the most encoiK 
raging appearance of profit. 

Previous to the removal of the £hg- 



d by Google 



«0 BRinW aSTTtVMENT 

liiab settleirs fram tbe Mosquitp ilwte^ s^ 
¥erd sugfur pJemtiHibi^ bKd been fi>ifmed 
on Black River, aad the ^ugar ttml fnib 
nrhith they funmhed were vfcry generally 
deemed, by eompetent judgeo, iiot infe- 
rior to the same articleB the pcoduee of 
Jamaica* 

Gontiguoiis to the hanks of the inany 
rivers with whtdi this coontry ia so abun- 
^tttly su^^ed, die lands would without 
fioestion be found, firom the extraordi- 
bluy richness of their soil, exceeding^ 
well adapted to the growth of rice : and 
the periodical rains would certainly prove 
; highly conducive to the perfecticm of this 
most usefiil gnaxt^ That which has been 
produced Ibr domeatio use in many situ- 
ations on the River B^ree in particular, 
fi>r goodness ef quafity, «d quant^ to 
4he acre, has been considered ^^^ery way 
-espial to the finest fix>m the AmeoKaa 
States. 

The above may be contefnplirted as the 
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iBWMtf importaiit kinds of ddture that 
migbt be advimtaeeowly attesipted. Of 
.other kinds, however, thou^ pei&aps not 
jq£ eqitti t}Qnsiderati<m in an extended 
yiew, yet that can scarcely be deemed 
Jj^ss valuable from their contributing so 
immediately to the wants of man, may be 
emsmerated^-^e growtli of maize, or 
Indian corn» yams ef various species, 
<^&6ava*root, of which is made a very pa- 
latable bread.* But of all, perh£4ps, the 
best known substitute for this indiqpen-* 

* Uotil the casfiava receives very paittcolar pto» 
paration> it is known to possess the most daogerona 
poisonous qualities. Ulloa > (Voyaj^ to South Ame- 
Vica> Vol.. !• p, 70^) obsenres^ th^t it is used 
alter carefidl/^Viog ofF the upper skin of the root. 
It Is craned and steqMd in water to ^reis k from Hi 
acrid jiilee> the water bdiig fteqttentljr sUAod^ 
lu a quoCatioa fioQi Dr. Darwin, bj Brjran Ed- 
wards, Hist. West Indies, Vol. i. p. 128, it is 
remarked, that cassava; when made into bread, is 
rendered mild l>y the heat It undergoes, rather 
than hf eapresabig its tuperflooos juicQ, 
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ssible accessary is the plantain, whicfa 
flourishes under the united influence of 
a tropical climate and generous soil, 
-scarcely requiring the labour of atten^^ 
tion. Every Settlement at Honduras 
has its plantain-walk; and many of 
these comprehend an extent of at least 
an hundred acres: nor can any thiiig 
^exceed the beauty and richness which 
the continued groves of these trees 
disjpjay, as the traveller pursues his course 
up the different rivers. The pin^-apple^ 
banana> and melon » being very commonly 
interspersedbetween the rows ofplantains^ 
contribute to heighten the luxuriance of 
the scene; and the mountain-cabbage^ 
occasionally rearing its lofty head far 
above the whole, adds no inconsiderable 
share of grandeur to the general eflfect. 

The domestic animals of Honduras BXfi 
such as are generally known in mo$t 
parts of Europe. The pasturage afforded 
them being e^Ltensive £U)d good, catU^t 
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particularly oxen md cows, thrive un- 
commonly well ; and thb lattet «ipi^y a 
pleatiful quantity of milk. S^ieep also^ 
and goats, are found to succeed, the last 
in ft most prolific degree. Of the sheep 
it may be observed, as a singular cir^ 
dimstance, and as an additional proof of 
die mildness of this climate, contrasted 
witfi that of the West Indies, that it doe? 
not loose its fleece, as it invariably does 
in the different islands, and which is sud- 
denly succeeded by a kind of gpat-like 
hair i a chat^ that may be very fairly 
i^buted to the extreme violence of the 
teat 

tV fineries, the most profitablei and 
consequently the most pursued in this 
country, is that of the turtle. This forms 
an exK^lusive occupation^ and the quan- 
tity usually taken is considerable. A 
few bf the turtle find their w^y to the 
London market, being purchased fi>r the 
piirpose by the masters of vessels from the 



d by Google 



4* BRI^Isa aSTTLBllENT 

ttbo\ne port i but ^ ^principal cbnwmp^ 
tion of tWs article 6t food is domestie, 
and is one that is vety genendly preifeiv 
f«d by the setti^rs. The ti^ng <rf lli« 
i^ecied called the hawks*bill is partic«K 
larly desirable, from the valufe wfaieh is 
affixed to its shell : this in Europe usudBj 
^obtains the naine<rf fortoisC'Shtlij and is 
manu&ctured into a variety of ornamen- 
tal articles. 

* The persons engaged in tnrtling arc 
jgcnerially inhabitants of the diflferent fc^s 
In the neighbourhood of Balize. Many 
^thera, however, have placed themselves 
close to the Spanish settlements; but th^ 
seldom meet with interruption ifrom this 
eirciimsftahce. At the seatons i^tftefr 
emi^oyment, they eoinmonly form thcm^ 
^ves into parties irf tour or five; and, 
perhaps, with a small riiare of occasional 
Industry, a more itidependent deswiption 
of beings cofild scarcely bcibund. Wheo 
'^le dme for taking the turtle is past, they 
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mce cJbk% occnp iei m idbr oatriMg of 
fish for ilkefBtelv€& and) fauoties. The 
produe^^ of their labour^ which in aoo^ 
cw^iil seasQOS^ iff ofbii. conakkniUe^ is 
tnvamblj disposed cf in. the most £cetw 
tiouft yftiy^ being soldjr apprc^dated to 
the gratifieattQB o£ one indn^nce, aa 
imiOKxkrate: consumption ofrom* Duriog 
the period of dieir hdbowr, they sax^ mk 
vei!theles^ ceasjHcuoiis fix a rehgioas 
adlierence to AiyMelT, wajtec 011I7 faring 
peimv^t^ to be taken on tha excursioiu^ 
But this over,, a penatice «»; morti fy ing 
is at on<?e atoned for ia weeks; of conti- 
nued drunkenness. A9 eiitire.punchHm 
q£ their &vouriM beverage having oitea 
beeni deemed b^ them^ tto pcefiise aUow^ 
aiiM for the celebtatidn of aiaini^de* 
bauch. 

From the uncommon varidt^r of fishes 
mbh \M^. I^e 96% e0n%ui»i}s^ to- (his 
C0Mt» m pleiiti&% ^bouaoiditrit mightht 
coo^ectured^^ thftt ithe euriing. oeveral satis 
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of tfaiem Vroold form an advantagecms 
employment Of the kinds which might 
more immediately answer this purpose^ 
may be named, the baracouta, and jevr* 
fishy both exceedingly well-flavoured and 
firm. The former is often caught of sixty- 
pounds w^ht ; the latter frequently up- 
wards of two hundred. The manati is 
also taken on the coast and in the neigh- 
bouring lagoons, the flesh of which, either 
fresh or salted, is considered a great de-^ 
licacy. The weight of this sometimes 
exceeds a thousand pounds. 

The inferior kinds are so numerous, 
that a particular specification of them, 
with that of many other productions, 
connected with the natural history of this 
part of the world, will appear more con- 
veniently reserved for another part of 
these sketches. 

Whoever has become at all acqultinted 
with tropical countries must have dweU 
with .peculiar delight on the grateful pro- 
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fii3ioti of fruits with which thfey have 
been so kindly furnished by an indulgent 
Providence ; the whole, or the greater 
part of them, being so happily adapted, 
from the exquisite properties they pos- 
sess, to the convenience of man. Among 
the choicest of these, and which are 
abundantly obtained in the country of 
which we speak, may be enumerated: 
bananas, melons of several sorts, pine- 
apple in equal variety, oranges of superior 
flavour^ lemons, limes, shaddocks, mango, 
guava, mammee, cashew-aj^le, tamarind, 
prickly-pear, avocado-pear, pomegranate, 
wild-plums of ]!nany species, sea-grape, fec- 
it may also be worthy of remark, that the 
gn^ of Madeira has been recently intro- 
duced into Honduras, and giv6s every^ 
promise of becoming fiuniliarized to its 
new situation. 
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CHAR m. 

Sivers Balixe and Silmn, tlteir importance to the 
Settlement: particulars connected with the his-- 
tofy of both. Seasons for cutting mahogany : 
the operation described. Cutting of Logwood, 
do. Commercial advantages annexed to the 
above. Slaves^ their labour and conditim.' 
Coneludmg remark. 

XT has been already observed that col-' 
tivataon fbrms no part of the leadtiig 
pursuits of the &it»s& Settlerfr at Hoon 
diaras* The cutting ofmaJiog^ny aiwi 
li^wbod most, therefore^ be considered 
almost their sole occupation* 

The River Balize, ftom which the; 
principal establishment has* obtained its^ 
name, and ftom having the oldest audi 
mpst valuable mahogany works connected 
with it, claims the first consideration. 
Some of the wood-cutters have placed 
themselves as high up this river as two 
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butidred miles from its entrance j from 
the sea to this distance, it is perfectly 
navigable for all the purposes required ; 
the continuance of it beyond this, though 
conjectured to he far, is not very accu« 
rately known. 

At no very great distance from the 
more remote situations bf the settlers in 
this direction,'^ it has been ascertained, 
diat roads of communication can be 
fonnd which are supposed to extend from 
the northern possessions of the Spanish 
gcfvernment to its southern ones. Cross 
ways are also spoken of, which lead to 
and unite with its interior dependencies. 
It is perfectly well understood, that the 
public dispatches which relate to the 
Spanish colonial departments are princi- 
pally forwarded by land, particularly 
during war. They are entrusted to In- 
dian couriers, who perform the longest 
joutnies with extraordinary dispatch. 
Pew £nglish have had the opportunity' 
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0^ Hoowiag any thing accurately ^ these 
roa43, or of the placesh tO; which they 
l«ad> It hftving beea invariftbly the po- 
licy of Spam to guard: a3 strictly a£^ pos- 
sible a^Qst the least ia^miatioa of 
the kind being obtained ; those ptersoBa^ 
therefore who^^ have travelled ovei^ them 
lytve in most iniitaaces been ia a state of 
c^ptiivity^ and not un&equently com- 
peQedy on misif^resentation h^ pco- 
diuced the statemenii, to liave their eyes 
dtosely ban^bged^ At the head of the 
Diver Baljize a town of considerable size 
W^ .populatio09 named Potent^Js said to. 
be situaited. It is placed, in the centre 
<^a lai^ lake^ and is considered a place 
of banishment fi>r i^aaish culprits. It 
has a governor and small garrison an- 
nexed to it, and in a south westerly dj-^ 
section is deeoied about eight or ten. 
days' journey from^the highest of the. 
i^kiglish Settlements^ The communicar^ 
Uoa from Potent to ike, rich a»d exteo^ 



! 
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sJve city of Guatimala is believed to be 
uninterrupted. 

The Sibun, or Sheeboon, arit is usually 
called, ii* the next river of importance iff 
this country; The navigation of this is 
OTuch bolder th^n tfeat of the Balize, and 
vast quantities of mahogany are floated 
down it, and from the many branches 
and creeks with which it is united. The 
sides of this river, for a considerable dis* 
tance^ are thickly studded with planta- 
tions^ and the soil connected with it is 
generally considered of rich and pro- 
ductive quality. During the rains, the 
doods in the Sibim are extremely great} 
for, ib a few hours, it has been known to 
ri«e ffom its original level upwards of 
fifty feet; its decrease is usually as rapid; 
arid littie inconvenience, excepting the 
occasional' loss of a few cattle, happens 
to the settlers from this circumstance. 
Its entrance from the sea is about three 
d2 
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leagues in a southwardly direction from 
the river Balize. 

Several of the rivers comprehended 
within the English limits, plentifully 
abounding with both mahogany and log- 
wood, were abandoned at the com- 
mencement of our recent hostility with 
Spain. The immediate vicinity of these 
rivers to the possessions of the latter, and 
the insecurity that might have attended 
the unprotected settler in his employ- 
ment, no doubt suggested the expediency 
of this. Our establishments of this kind 
were more particularly confined to the 
Rio-Neuvo, and Rio-Honda, each of 
tbem a short distance from the settle- 
ment of Balize, and both navigable for 
vessels of considerable burden. , 

About thirty miles up the Balize, con- 
t^uous to its banks, are found, what in 
this country are denominated, the In- 
dian-hills. These are small eminences. 
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which are supposed to have been raised 
by the aborigines over their dead ; human 
bones^and fragments pf a coarse kind of 
earthen-ware, being frequently dug from 
them. The Indian-hills are iseldom dis- 
covered but in the immediate vicinity of 
rivers or creeks, a circumstance which 
has aflbrded another supposition^ that 
they were formed by the natives as 
places of refuge diiring the prevalence 
of floods; an inconvenience, to which 
in such situations, and before the country 
was in any degree cleared of wood, they 
must frequently have been exposed. 
The foot of these hills is regularly planted 
round with large stones, and the whole 
may perhaps be thought to bear a very 
strong resemblance to the ancient bar- 
rows, or tumuliy so commonly found in 
various parts of England. 

On a branch of the river Sibun, named 
Indian-creek, are situated the caves. 
These are subterraneous passages which 
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hw^ ^een fonne4 at thebase of tbre« »r 
finu* vKMWtiiins in the iteighboorhood ^f 
€9ck otber vf v(ery considerable be^^, 
»o doubt by tiaue ^oe of the imrreat of 
water, which probably ior iqany oeata* 
^m has £>und its way throi^ thefu. 
The laii^ <tf lliesup pasM^s issooie- 
what more than « quarier <^ a mile pp 
length, though in thia country k ha<s a 
greater extent given to it 

It would certainly require no conunon 
powers of description to delineate wkh 
fidelity the exquisite beaiUies connected 
wjlJ^ ike hffis»t of tlie cmf^ The en- 
trance to it firom Indian-«i:^eek» al^r miny 
windings, hnnx^ suddenly on the »ght, 
and resemblea very closely the aperture 
if£w oven* and is thickly overhung with 
rocks and trees of the grandest, hut wild- 
est workmanshipt When this is passed, 
» wide sind sptcious lake instantly com- 
meneea, the w^ter of which is silent and 
deep, b«ybig< sc^cely heard to inornmr. 
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%it «(3ciiii)g the most tempestuous flo^ocb. 
The lofty roof is arched with the tnoa* 
«eKactpropoi1:i(m,aiKl is profusely rtudded 
-with glittering erystaMii^tioiUk Tbrt^- 
%1rt alR)rds the v»^or the only i&e&fls 
H>f advantageously viewing this subMnie 
piece of scenery J fi>r if^ in fene or two 
places, an occasion^ beam of the sun, 
%arsti^gwithinccmceivahlekisJtre through 
clefts of the motmlain, be withdrawn, ipn. 
tire ^rkness pervades the whole ; and 
^h^ smaDeiiH; souiid tnade in p^ssrag, be* 
4iig quicldy loudly rfeveAerated, is for- 
4cibly calculated to strike the «ar with a 
-fteUng of solemn grandeur. 

The caves are thought by some to have 
het% produced by the labour of die In- 
dians: hence the name of the water 
^hfch finds its course through them j but 
^fiiis conjecture stands divested of every 
^n^ability to support it. When the 
-waters are at the lowest, the soHtary re- 
cesses of the caves are the chosen haunts 
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of mltiQ^ animals of prey, of which the 
tiger may be most freqtiently traced. 

Ther^ are two seasons in the year for 
die cutting of mahogany : the first com- 
mencing shortly after Christmas, or at 
the conclusion of what is termed the reet 
season^ the other about the middle of the 
year. At such periods all is activity ; and 
•the falling of trees, or the trucking ou^ 
those that have been fallen, form thp 
chief employments. Some of the wood is 
rough-squared on the spot, but this part 
of the labour is generally suspended until 
the logs are rafted to the entrance of the 
different rivers. These rafts often con- 
sist of more than two hundred logs, and 
are floated as many miles. When the 
floods are unusually rapid, it very fre- 
quently happens, that the labour of a 
season, or perhaps of many, is at onCfe 
destroy^ by the breaking asunder of a 
raft, and the whole of the mahogany be^ 
ing hurried precipitately to the sea. 
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The gangs of negroes employed in this 
work consist of frdm ten to fifty each ; 
few exceed the latter number. The 
large bodies are commonly divided into 
several small ones, a plan which, it is sup- 
posed, greatly facilitates labour- 
Each gang of ^ves has one belonging 
to it, who is styled the huntsman^ He is 
generally selected from the most intelli- 
gent of his felloWs, and his chief occupa- 
tion is to seardh the woods, or, as in this 
country it is termed, the bushy to find la- 
bour for the whole. A negro of this de. 
^cription is often valued at more than 
five hundred pounds. 

About the beginning of August the 
huntsman is dispatched on his -errand ; 
and if his owner be working on his own 
ground, this is seldom an employment of 
much delay or difiiculty. He cuts his 
waty through the thickest of the woods to 
the highest spots, and climbs the tallest 
tree he finds, from which he minutely 
d5 
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jMirveyf tke aof ouQding coimtry. Aithis 
3^^asoii the leaves of the mabogaoy tree 
«re invariably of a yellow reddiih bie, 
aq4 eq eye accustomed to this kind of 
exercise can discovert at a great distwo^, 
the places where the wood is most abuQ^ 
dant* He sow desee^dfl^ and to such 
places his steps are directed; and without 
compass, or other guide than what obser- 
vation has imprinted on his recoUectiony 
he new fails to reach the e^act point to 
^faichheaims. 

It not unfrequently b^ipeng, when iJm 
huntsman has been particularly success* 
ful in this journey of discovery, in fipd» 
jng a large body of wood In gome remote 
conier* that it beet^eoes a contest with bit 
eonsdence, whether he shall disclose the 
matter to his mastert or sell it to bis 
paster's neighbour : a liberal equivaknat 
$cff this breach of fidelity being always* 
punctually discharged* Tboset however^ 
who afford eneowragement to such pi««^ 

5 
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^ces^ bj mdfi unpolitk traaptiticMiy are 
perbapt not mtte miiidfU of the cdd adRge 
tbEtn <^ tiieir intMest, as it cannot but 
indire^y Baactkm their own daves to^ 
take equal advanti^ idiraiever the 
opportunity preftentt itsd£ 

On iotne occasicHis no ordinary ^ata- 
^em if necessary to be resorted to by the 
huntsman to prevost others from avattnig 
themselves of the advantage of his disco- 
veries i for if his steps be traced by those 
ii^homay be engaged in the same pursuit^ 
which is a very common thing, aU his 
ingenuity must be exerted to begmlt 
them firom the true scent. In thts^ 
however 9 he is not alwajrs succesafiii^ 
being followed by those who are entkely 
aware of all. the arts he may use, and 
whose eyes are so quick, that the lightest 
torn of a leaf, or the fointest impressioa 
i^ hia foot, is unerringly pereeived : eveir 
^ 4isi9d leaves which may be strewed 
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on the ground often help to conduct to 
the secret spot. Patents for discovery 
having never been contemplated by the 
^ Honduras wood-cutters, any invasion of 
the right appertaining to it has ther^rie 
seldom been Very scrupulously regarded 
by them. And it consequently happens, 
that persons so engaged must fi'equently 
undergo the disappointment of finding 
an advantage they had promised to 
themselves seized on by others. 

The mahogany tree is commonly cut 
about twelve feet from the ground, and 
A stage is erected for the axe-man em- 
ployed in levelling it. This, to an ob^ 
server, would appear a labour of much 
dapger, but an accident rarely happens 
to the person engaged in it. The body 
of the tree, from the dimensions of the 
wood it furnishes, is deem^ the most' 
valuable j but for purposes of ornamental 
kind, the branches or limbs are generally 
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preferred, the grain of these bdng much 
closer, and the veins more rich and 
variegated. 

The last day of fidUng the trees, if the 
negroes have not been disturbed in their 
hhowTj is always one of festivity and 
merriment; and these people may now 
anticipate a short interval of leisure that 
will allow them to think of comforts in 
which tl^y sddom can indulge at the 
commencement of their work. Some are 
busily employed in the improvement of 
tlieir dwellings, which are nothing more 
tha^ huts composed of a few sticks aUd 
leaves, that of the master being seldom 
better, whilst others search the woods 
for game, in which they generally are 
abundantly successful. The more inge* 
jaious turn their attention to the manu^ 
facture of a variety of small artic}es from 
the less valuable maho^ny, for domestic 
use i and which, either as presents to 
their wives, or as matters for sale, are 
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^&f)08cd of OBt tbdr return from the 
woods. 

The mahogany tree is seldom fiim^i 
in clusters or groups, but ^single and 
oflen much dispersed; what, therefore, 
is denominated a mabogan j work com- 
jprehends an extent of several mi^ 
The growth of this tree is oouideied 
Irapid, but that of the logwood much 
'i^fiore so, whidb, it is said, attains maturi^ 
in five years. 

It has been remarked, by those of most 
experience in this occupation, that the 
mahogany which is fallen between the 
Mnm^ of February and Septembw is 
irery liabk to split ; the same observiU 
tion extends to that also which grows^ in 
rocky or mountainous situations. This 
is the hay-man*s greatest evil, for tibe 
wood ny>re particularly subject to this in^ 
eoBvenience is invariaUy the largest 
and of the fiiKst quality.. There is Imt 
one {nrecaotioaiigaiiat this, wMnerer.^ 
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-tendency tovards it is discovered, wliich 
is to keep the tree immersed as closely 
«K possible in deep water until the time 
&r sfaippic^ or otherwise disposing of it 
anrives. 

The logs of jmah<^a»y are generally 
teougfat out by cattle and trucks to the 
water lude, or to the harquadier^ as it is 
termed in this country, which has been 
fdrevicMisly prepared by the foreman c^the^ 
wcnrk fin* their reception. When the 
distioice ia great, this is a labour of infi- 
niieand tedious difficulty. As soon as 
a ai^etent number to fcnrm a raft is 
coBected, »d the watars faaTe gained 
the necessary height, tb^ are singly 
thrown £r<»n the bsmks, and require no 
o^ier aid or guidance than the force of 
^e current to float them to the bo<mi8 
^H^ich are large cableg^ placed across the 
ftvera at the different eddies Or falls* 
Here th^ ^e (mce more edUected, eac^ 
par^ clakniqg his own fimn ^ generi^ 
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mass, and fonned into separate rafts, for 
their final destination* Sometimes more 
than a thousand logs together are sup- • 
ported by the booms; and the catastrophe 
attendant on their breaking asunder^ 
which during extrordinary floods ot 
ten happens, has. been previously no- 
ticed. 

The mahogany, when disposed of at 
Honduras, produces from sixteen to 
thirty pounds, Jamaica currency, per 
thousand feet : the price of this article 
however can seldom be fixed, and must 
always fluctuate as it may be governed 
by quality or size. The shipping of it 
to Europe, especially during war, has 
seldom been found advantageous, ex- 
cepting to a few individuals, who have 
succeeded in establishing a kind of 
preference in the London market. The 
exporting of it to the American State' 
would, it is considered, be highly bene- 
ficial to the settlers generally, were there 
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le3s restriction in the way of the dimen- 
sions of that which is permitted to be 
carried to them : this renders the inter- 
course, as it exists at present, of insigni- 
ficant importance. 

To give some idea of theprofit, though 
perhaps the instances of such succ^s are 
not numerous which has been known to 
attend the cutting of mahogany : a single 
tree has been found to contain 12pOO su- 
perficial feet, and this to produce up- 
ivards of one thousand pounds sterling. 
Thjs certainly is a most flattering view of 
the subject; but, unquestionably, many 
more examples of opposite advantage 
might be produced. The great expense 
the settler must incur in the purchase, 
feeding, and clothing a number of slaves; 
die tools, cattle, and furniture, he must 
supply for the purpose of draught, ex- 
clusive of a variety of miscellaneous dis- 
bursements, are all material drawbacks 
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&%m aay thing tike such extnoiditiftiy 
^/sm QMDinonlyhap(>eiiing ia this imder- 
takiBg. 

The mnnual cost of the negro stooe 
is estimated by each profMrietor at Hob- 
ducas^ at something more timn US pounds 
Jamaica curr^icy: an eiqttiise which^ 
in the history of shvcry, is fMbaidy 
witibout pardleL As a &ct so untisaal 
may require more than n^oed mssertidn 
to support it, it may not be unnecessary 
to particidarise vAm/t is oomouinly ^raat- 
od on sudi occastonsy aad irbkh custom 
has long smce brought into regular eautc- 
tkUL Fir st» the^refore, of pnmfliiottS : 

Oflriahsakpork^tOieachno- ^. s. d. 
gro, 5lb. per week, whidi, 
on aa average of price^ may 
be estimated for d65daysat 8 lO o 



Ottxied&rward J^8 lO O 



d by Google 



4ir MBummLM. ^ 

£• $• d. 
brought Ibrward 8 10 O 

Of flour^always tiie finest^llb. 

per day each, estiHHrted at 10 O 
Of runiy suppcmiig a gfll to be 

allpwed to each dave per 

day, during the days that 

work is canying on, which 

may he numbeced at ^360^: 

liie spirits at 10s. per gallon 4 1 S 
Of sugar, ISlb. allowed to 

each, at l8./dd. per lb« » • 15 O 
.Of dodujjg : two suits of &- 

tigue, or working clothes, 

usually of osnaburgs, at 

about Is. 8dt per yard to 

eadi, and making t 8 4 

One pair of coarse slwes ditto 

ditto ....• O IS 4 

MisceHaneous: tobacco and 

pipes to each negro .».. 1 lO O 



Carried fbrward j^se 12 II 
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Brought forward 26 12 11 

Medical attendance, or medi- 
cine, per contract/ to each 13 4 

Saturday's labour, invariably 
the privilege of the slave, 
and which is generally en- 
gaged by his owner : esta- , . 
blished rate 3s. 4d.,per day 8 IS 4 



Jamaica currency jf 35 19 7 



Equal in sterling for each 
slave, per annum .... j€25 IS 1 If 



If the slave be not employed in regu- 
lar mahogany cutting, he is at least en- 
gaged in some occupation by his master, 
which gives him a claim to this com- 
pensation. This allowance, however, 
chough it be paid at the nominal rate 
of Ss. 4d. per day, seldom actually a- 
mounts to any thing like so much j it 
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being in most instances accounted for 

in slops, trinkets, or liquors, of the most 

inferior kind ; and which no doubt are 

given out in this way at a profit of more 

than SOOper cent. Besides the principal 

nmnber of the persons engaged in the 

. cutting of mahogany being also in trade, 

of course the above is provided for in the 

way of business. To those who may not 

be so situated, of whom there are like- 

. wise several, and who must depend on 

the merchant for such supplies, this ex- 

^ pense consequently bears a very different 

proportion. 

The cutting of logwood is not so 
important or extensive an undertaking 
as that of mahogany. It does not re- 
quire, in the first instance, any thing like 
the same number of slaves and cattle ; 
nor, in the second, so great an expence 
in various articles of machinery, tools, 
provisions, ^&c. &c. The persons who 
embark in it are usually beginners in life. 
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apd fteq\xG£iAy poseesa little other capitied 
te carry it dn but their iuckistry. Though 
au inferior, it muy in some i^ape be 
viewed as a necessi^ occupattf>ii to the 
other, as large quantities of logwood are 
continually required by the shippers of 
mahogany fbr the putpose of seenrely^ 
stowing their vessels ; and who find ait 
advantage in purchasing it rather than, 
io detaching their own labourers in search 
of it. 

It does not often occur that logwood 
and mahogany are found growing in the 
neighbourhood of each other ; the situai- 
tions w^ich diey inhalnt being extremely 
different The former may, perhaps, be 
almost classed among productions of an, 
aquatic kind, as it can seldom be obtained 
jn any abundant way but in a low 
^swampy soil, or contiguous to fresh water 
creeks and lakes, on the edges of which 
tberoot, the only valuable part of the 
tree, ^reads to a xexy^ wide eiLtent* 
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A^r tiiia isemark, it need acarcefy be 
added, that this^ pursuit k fbuiid of a mort 
u|a{deasant and imheakl^ dca^r^oiu 
It may libewise be obseiTved;. tibat it i» 
a production of Jtocal growth^ and but 
rarely discovered in any direction south- 
nifardly from the settlement of Balize^ 
. The price of logwood at Honduras is 
still more fluctuating than that of maho- 
g^y, the demand for it being much more 
u^iequal. This commonly vibri^es be- 
tween £7 and ^14 Jamaica currency 
per ton.. The most advantageous market 
for it hasr usually beea found in the 
United Sta^es^ to which it ia frequently- 
permitted to be carried without restric* 
tion. As an article {>f export to Britain, it 
has. not generally been deemedprofitable^ 
The chief pr<^e?ty of the settlera q£ 
Kondura9» from what has been advanced,, 
must be supposed, to consist in slaves.. 
Tbesci.people have n^ostly been imported - 
%>qQi, ^i^ by the interoour^s^ with* 
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.Jamaica, no direct importation having 
ever taken place ; but many of tfiem are 
Creoles of the different West Indian 
Islands, and several have been brought 
into the ^Settlement, by their owners, 
from the United States. And in no part 
of the world where slavery prevails, can 
the condition of being so circumstanced 
be found of milder or more indulgent 
form. The labour they undergo bears 
no proportion to that which they sustain 
throughout the islands : nor is it more to 
be compared with what they experience 
in the States of America, a country which 
at least professes to confer a higher por- 
tion of freedom than most others, whether 
it really happen or not. 

Whenever power is exercised with mo- 
deration, the task of recording it can 
never be thought superfluous. And 
where the charge of inhumanity is ge- 
neral, any opportunity that may he af- 
forded for discrimination, it would be a 
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violatkHiof justice to withhold. Thus 
much, therefore, seemed due to the slave* 
hcMer in the jnresent instiuice, and with 
the acknowiedgmait of it the subject is 
ch>sed ; for it is as distant from being in* 
tei^ed, as it would be remote fiK>m the 
purpose in view, to proceed further on 
one in all its forms so uninviting; on 
which ability so much superior has been 
exhausted without producing conviction ; 
and which, like many others oi popular 
description, has, perhaps, on sdme occa* 
stons, fixed the reason in an obsequious 
-dependance on the passions. 

The value of the negro, if recently 
iBrom Afirica, is computed from jflSO 
to jfl60 Jamaica cnrrencyi THiose who 
have passed a few years in the country, 
and have become ccustomed to the 
labour of it, frequently produce from 
#f 2D0 to jesOO. 

A convoy is appointed from Jamaica 
for the protection of the Honduras trade 
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to Europe twice a year, in January and 
July. 

It may be here observed, that if the 
English w«rc j?emoved from the privileges 
they enjoy at Honduras, scarcely any , 
other people could derive equal ad- 
vantage from them. Even the Spaniards - 
themselves, in the veiy limited state of 
whatever at present relates to them in a 
commercial view, could be little, if in » 
any way, benefited by the circumstance, 
liideed it will possibly be not too much 
to* assert, that the people of the Spanish 
colonies generally would very clieerftdly - 
wave all pretensions of the kind, for 
the advantage of obtaining an exten- 
sion of mercantile intercourse, by which 
the manufactures of Britain might more 
readily reach them, and for which they 
at all times discover t^e most ea^er pre- 
dilection. 
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CHAP. IV. 

A code allows formed by Copt. Bumahf^ Pre- 
sent administration of justice^ Courts of Hm* 
durasy how held. Humane regulation for pro-* 
tecting manumitted slaves* Revenue. Popu- 
lation. Diseases* 

A CODE of laws Or regulations was 
formed for the English settlers at Hon- 
duras by Capt. (afterwards Sir Wflliamy 
Burnaby, in the year 1779. These yet 
retain tlie name of their founder, and 
Bumaby's laws have always been consi- 
dered the fundamental or statute law of 
the settlement. An examination of this 
code will discover, that it comprehends 
little more than* what is adapted to 
society in its most contracted state, and 
which never could have been intended 
to embrace any thing connected with a 
more extensive population and growing 
increase ofpropetty. When these regu- 
e3 
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lations were therefore enforced, it must 
be believed, it wgs merely iatended that 
some direction or restraint should be im- 
posed on a description of persons, who 
had brfore lived without respect to rules 
of any kind ; and whose irregularities, 
murders, piracies, and atrocities of every 
sort, were continually perpetrated with a 
barbarcms iod^renoe, because punisli* 
tatskt was unknown* Such unquestion- 
abfy was ^e state of society in this re- 
^mote qpjaxter^ and ooe that» n0dQVibt» 
powerfiiHy actui^ed th^ Briltah com* 
mander to adopt sueh measuf ea a» he 
very properly amsU^ured m^t be pi?o* 
ductive of results H»>re consonant to jus- 
tice and humanity* 

The present administration of justice 
is vested in a benich <^mtgistrat6s> eon* 
sisting crf^sevwt Tlwse officers ari^ ^eot- 
iye^ amiually : a mode of {qpp0i<itm^t» 
which, in this rospect at least, must have 
many envious defects^ and whidn when 
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exercised in Baiall communities, will not 
dways be Somid tiie most certain way of 
securing the inipartial' ends that, ou^ht 
ever to be borne in view when annexed 
to a mitter <^ such solemn importmice. 
And it may very fairly be presumed, that 
^a proper interpretation of laws would be 
more likely to occur, from the noniina- 
•tion of persons in some previous sh^e 
qualified to fill such' situations, than could ' 
possibly happen from the accidental, or, 
^as itis more frequently found, capricious 
privilege erf* electing to them. 

If it be the will of government to re- 
tain this estaUishm^it, those more im- 
mediately connected with it must feel an 
increi^ed desire, that an early attention 
of the legislative power should be drawn 
towards this nfiomenf^ms point ; £)r, as it 
has beeli remarked^ the increase of 
^pr6j)fcrty, the more fixed state of society, 
iand^ idbove all, the commercial oonse- 
quence it has attained, and of which 
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imder proper regulation it n^$y yet seem 
susceptible in a far h^er degree, would 
certainly appear to require something <^ 
a more defined and systematic form thap 
what at present is acknowledged in it« 

The office of superintendant pf th? 
settlement of Honduras has always been 
filled by a person of military rank, com- 
bining the duties of the first civile magisr 
trate with that of commandant of thf 
troopsy &c. Such, no doubt, would seem 
the proper interpretation of the situation 
of this officer. This, however, has nc^ 
been so readily admitted; and a very 
opposite and limited definition of it has 
usually been contended for, chiefly by 
those. who might have felt a diminutioB 
of their importance by a more strict 
exercise of the powers annexed to it* 
The reluctance which has invariably 
accompanied every acknawledgement 
of the kind has been productive of inces- 
sant dissensiqp an4 contest ; an4 ft'i^m 
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the Kttle moderation that has charac- 
terized these differences, a belief might 
almost be entertained, that no incon- 
siderable portion of the rude spirit of the 
first adventurers in this quarter had bieen 
transmitted unimpaired to their suc- 
cessors. 

The courts of Honduras are held three 
times in each year : othfer courts are also 
-occasionally held to determine matters 
of inferior kind, and to adjust the dif- 
ferences of transient persons. From the 
adjudications of these.GOurts it is conten- 
ded there can be no appeal : a conclu^ 
give power, that may not appear fdto- 
gether satisfactory, especially to thois^ 
who may have become in any degree 
acquainted with the more enlarged 
system of jurisprudence adopted in other 
countries. 

Alaw has been recently enforced, which 
entitles the settlers to much commenda- 
tion, lliough the feeling idea which sug- 
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gested the necessity of so humane a mea- 
sure may have originated in imother quar* 
ter.* It is a law prohibitiqg the manumis- 
sion of slaves^unless the owner previoudy 
enters into a specific engagement with an 
equivalent security, that the persons so 
manumitted shall not, in sickness or old 
age, become burdensome to themselves 
or to the public. A similar regulation 
also extends to such freedom as may be 
granted by testamentary bequest* 

Previous to the introduction <^ the 
above, it will not be denied, that the 
condition of the slave was often found 
truly deferable. ' Broken down by age 
or infirmity, the boon, thus obtained, 
was more frequently extended, becausie 
perhaps he had ceased, from one or 
both of Hie foregoing causes, to be longer 
capable of toiling, than from any impulse 
of a more generous nature. 

* It is bOmei, in the idaod of Jsautioi. 
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A tettpte of iEscuIapias ttiigfat occa- 
shxtally have been quite as tonvenient in 
din* colonien as it was fbund oil the island 
in the Tiber, to which the Romans con^ 
i^gned their sick slaves, and from which^ 
if the god was indulgent in restoring 
them to health, they once wore were 
taken into the employ of their masteh t 
if they died. Ho ferthet inquiry was made 
about them : 

Mors ultima liMa r^ttaki est. 

The domestic revenub of fke settle- 
Aient is principally draMrti f^Otti A duty at 
tax on transient traddrS, whO pay flv6 
pounds per cent, on all drtideS of mer. 
Chandise. Thi^S duty is productive, but 
much more so whilst an nitercoursd with 
the United States remains uninterrupted. 

J'rotn aJI wines and spirits imported, 
one shilling and sixpence per gallon i^ 
levied: this cOntributfes very consider- 
ably to the Honduras ti*6asufy. 

Ftm aiinflafly llc6figing retail liquor- 

E 5 
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shops, of which the number in BaHze^ if 
its size be considered, is prodigious: 
these shops are rated as high as thir^ 
pounds each. 

From fines levied by the courts on 
civil and <^riminal actions. 

From non-performance of the duty of 
magistrate, when elected, one hundred 
pounds. Non-attendance of jurors, &c. 

From public retailers of goods, ten 
pounds per annum each. 

Frotp tonnage of vessels, seven-pence 
halfpenny per ton ; and a harbour du^ 
on ships of three pounds. 

l%e total of this revenue may be taken, 
communibus annis^ at between six and 
seven thousand pounds Jamaica currency. 
It is disposed of at the will and under the 
dn^ection of the magistracy for the time 
being. 

From the foregoing outline of the 
laws and regulations adopted in this es« 
fablishment, an opinion will scarcely be 
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Entertained, but that the interests of 
most of the persons connected with it 
would be materially improved, as well ais 
a spirit of enterprise more extensively 
encouraged with others, if an entire 
amendment of the whole, both in form 
and administration, were to take place: 
for in a system so undefined, if the term 
can be applied to any thing so desultory, 
the want of confidence and security must 
ever be felt. 

Under the encouragement of a belief, 
therefore, that the period may not be 
remote when this may become an object 
of increased consideration, a form of 
government somewhat resembling that 
which has been prescribed for some of 
the smaller islands, the Bahamas in par- 
ticular, might be found equally adapted 
to the situation of Honduras* And a 
distribution of its internal revenue, as 
stated, might appear fiiUy adequate to 
meet every requisite purpose* With 



Digitized by Google 



84 BRixiM simracsNT 

such an opmion and witlt tibat dfffidenoe 
which should aocompany sudi wgges* 
tbns, the fcdkwing is submitted : 

Superintendant, per annum. ... . £ 1000 

Attorney-General 600 

Two Justices, or Judges, jp600 each. 1 200 

Comptroller of customs 500 

Dq[)uty ditto, and Collector • • . . 300 
Provost-Marshal and Harbour- 

Master SOO 

Allowance to Superintendant for 

Secretary . , 200 

StcrKng 410a 

Revenue of Honduras about •••• 5000 

Balance after the foiegoing distri- 
bution •,...••.4.. 900 

At prttest it sraist be undieraloo^ 
that the si^eraatendank rcaeeiva fiawi 
govemmeat 44Q0 pttr wmum^ irkk mm 

S 
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allowance of ^Bioo for a secretary; aa 
allowance also for misceUaneoiBi di$^ 
bar9emGit& It will be seen firc»n the 
above, that an improvement of this situa* 
tion is produced, as well as in that of 
secretary, and with an advantage, aU 
tiiough a trifling one in state economics^ 
of the entire amount of both. But it 
must l)e obvious, that the object of an 
ms^nificant saving is not exclusively 
contemplated in this instance* 

It is com(mted that there is not more 
than 200 white inhabitants in the settle- 
ment of Hondiuas, and scmiewhat more 
that 500 people of colour and free blacks. 
The number of negro slaves k suppose 
tabe near SOOa No census of the entire 
population has been recently ts&en. Is 
may be observed, however, that die in*/ 
crease of llie white pcqmlation bean im^ 
Ifibd of pfiq)ortioii with its decrease.; 

The diseases more particulady iiwidcD* 
talte tiw poft^f the woiiA axA Arnxu^ 
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chiefly of the intermittent kind. During 
the hottest months those of a bilious and 
inflammatory nature are likewise preva* 
lent, and frequently prove fetal to per- 
sons newly arrived. Complaints of a 
pulmonic description are seldom the at- 
tendants of hot climates, and are there- 
fore but little known in this. 

The influenza, so common and &e* 
quendy so fatal in Europe, proved pecu- 
liarly destructive here during the months 
of December 1807, and January 1«08. 
It may be remarked, as a singular cir- 
cumstance connected with this com- 
plaint, that it proved invariably more 
fetal to tracks thto to whites. 

There is an evil with which the 
negroes employed in the woods are very 
commonly afflicted, and from which the 
whites are not entirely exempt; this is 
called the bay-sore. This disorder is 
beUeved to he^ peculiar to Honduras. 
It usuaUy breaks out in the hands or 
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1^9 $md is attended in ahnost every in* 
stance with very acute pain* Medical 
opinion has determined it to be of cance* 
TQus description, and the cure is only d^ 
fected by powerful caustics, or applicar 
tions of a corrosive nature. 

The tetanus, or locked-j^w, the fre- 
quent and dreadful attendant on almost 
every kind of wound tfiroughout the West 
Indies and the greater part of the Ame- 
rican continent, is not known hens« 

While on the subject of disease it^ay 
be useful to remarl^, that although Uiis 
inconvenience is found ,less formidable 
at Honduras than in many sitjaation^ 
under nearly corresponding d/egrees of 
latitude, yet it is by no nfi^^us to hft 
viewed as being entirely excluded fron^ 
such intrusion.^ It conseque«tly be-» 
comes a matter of the highest import- 
ance to those whQ may be ponduqted tft 
its shores,, to follow^ as far as they con-^ 
veniently can, such rules as m^y ^^^P^. 
1 
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ttost ratiomill/ foimdid ftir th6 presoN 
VAtion of health ; and thtt saoh mfty be 
follorwed without any materkl ditniiiu* 
tioA of docial enjoyment, <^ vidient eft«* 
«rci^ of telf denid, will hardly require 
to be insisted on* 

It is well understood that there are 
4^trt8iti seasons^ of which it has usually 
been recommended to Europeans to taka 
advantage, on making a voyage to coun- 
tries situated within the tropics. Hiese 
ftMcfons, as apptied to the tiHboIe, though 
iubject from local caused to frequent 
variation, muAt generally be considered 
to be comprehended within tfie time df 
the year when the violence of the heat 
It somewhat mitigated, anc) during the 
^bdence of the periodical rains. A Sad- 
den exposure to eitiier e^rettle okeA 
proves fa*sil to the stringer, and sfowld 
if possible be cautiously iivoided. The 
n%ht dew» wMch at most seasons arc* 
very fMrefifie are ia>t less tae&d; imd 
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ttntil iht sun has gained some ascendancy 
to di^rse the unwholesome vapours 
tiiese create, the morning in many situ- 
ations has little healthful or agreeable to 
reomiuiiend it. Under the head of pre* 
cautiiH^ therefore, a proper adaptati<m 
of clothing to meet the vicissitude al- 
luded to shcmld, it is presumed, engage 
.Ji due s^re of regard. Hiis is a msdter, 
hawww^ that observation may have dis- 
^oovered to be less considered by the 
^peopk of out own country than by those 
«f any other. An Englishman in tbk 
respect is most pertinacious, and would 
perhaps rather surrender lome portion df 
liis fceakh And convenience than any 
part of his accustomed hdinU Not so 
die'IVendiman, the Spaniard, or even 
the inflexible Dutchman, whp, within 
die tropics, finds occasion for fewet 
pairs of breeches than he had in the 

Ttie <^trine of temperance has seL- 
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.54Pbm obtained admission in the wanner 
regions ; nor have the advocates for it 
in such situations often been regarded 
with extraordinary de&rence. Yet it is 
quite probable, that few could be feund^ 
even in the indulgence of an opposite 
system, who would not afford assent to 
^ theory although at some variance witb 
their practice. With regard to livings 
therefore, little can be said; indeed it 
would be useless to say much on a sulv 
ject in which inclination has general^ 
been discovered so much too powerful 
for suggestion* And as it becomes in 
some shape unavoidable,, to use a fiuni* 
liar phrase,^, to h^e welly the meaning of 
which might possibly be found in its op^^ 
polite, even iu this respect some direc- 
tion may be salutary. ^To avoid aU 

vepasts, but such as are denominated re- 
gular, for the appetite participating in 
the shate of languor brought on the 
system by the effect of climate, may be 
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too much disposed^ if not cjarly n 
strained, to seek its gratificatidn at uo^ 
equal intervals^ a mattefit^ which health 
is naore concemed than at first may be 
com^ved, a»d that at once leads to the 
ceni^deration of anotjier thing/which is 
dosely attendant on it;— To prefer at 
all times the use of wine to that of spirits, 
9(Eid if the latter must be taken, on no 
accoisnt to omit a scrupulous adherence 
.to three things — ^namely, time,, quantity^ 
a^ quality. Of the first it may> cer- 
tainly be pronounced^ rfkat any inafcteu- 
tion towards it commonly involves aift 
ihdifierence with regard to ike r^st; 
and indiscriminate or early drinking' has, 
without question, contributed quite as 
powerfully as the climate, or any otfaet 
cause, to render the greater part of our 
cofenies uncongenial to the existence of 
, £uropeams. 

Before quitting this* subject, it may 
not Jbe wholly irrelevant to <^r a few 
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forther remarks, from which it is c<m- 

jectured some advantage may likewise 

be derivecL— First, to fortify the mind as 

strongly as possible against impressions 

t>f the interruption health may sustain 

in the change that has been undertaken. 

And, although regarding the recital o^ 

many of the feats of Death as tales £ot 

the nursery, not to indulge a befief by 

% too emboldened conduct, that no su A 

personage stalks the earth. Secondt)^^ 

•no circumstance being more erident, 

4ian that the body is greatly (tependant 

m (he mind fyr the share of heal^ it 

cflgoy g ■ 

Hens tena in corpore sano-— 

i:o consider^ if this makim holds gene* 
odly, that it will be found to aqp^ly with 
'increased force in remote and uidiealAy 
countries ; where much is new^ aawl, to 
-many, where all is unpromising ; where 
habits and assodatton become entkdy 
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Absiimbr, ind whidi are seldom founds 
with . aU the novelty tliey poaseas, suffi* 
cieody powerful tooblkecate the saxie^ 
and regret that is fdtfor that which has 
beeA resigned. This is the Promethean 
mdture, lihat must not £isten on its vie* 
iiaa if tile force of philosophy can pre* 
itesistit^ 

It is possibfy, from the indulgence of 
ftelings Uke the dbove-^firom a senstbi* 
litjr which broods glocunily on the pastr-* 
tlwt much arises to ^nbitter the present^ 
and that, in its despondent effects, will 
seldom alknr any thing to be placed on 
the iiitmre. This is the last and most 
dai^erous state of tiiis mental aifection^ 
wfaidi not unfiequently fixes the snfierer 
in a confirmed state of hypochondria, a 
tt^mmyita^ that no refie^ but suddipn 
change of situation and restoration to 
former scenes, can ever reach. . 
t ThafiMTce contributed by government 
£n the defence of &e set^ment of Hon* 
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duns, both maritime and miUttry, is- 
highly respectable. ^The settlers from 
amongist themselves haveibrmed a body 
of militia, composed chiefly of persona 
of colour and free blacks; confidential 
slaves may likewise be included. A con^ 
siderabLe share of reliance is placed on 
the militia ; and which, from the zeal a&d 
collective energy it evinced, when the 
Spaniards attempted an invasion in the 
year 1798, seems very justly to belong to 
it. And in any instance of future at- 
tack, it is entir^y evident that the most 
essential service might be expected to 
result from a co-operation of this body 
with the regular force. Still, however, 
it must be declared, that th^ present or- 
ganization of the militia is in no shape 
as perfect as it is capable, under proper 
direction, of being made. 

It never has been believed that the set- 
tlement can be attacked but by sea. On 
the land side it is an entire swamp or 
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i]Btf)rass for many miles back, at most sea- 
sons nearly covered with water, through ^ 
which it would be impossible to move 
guns erf the lightest weight, and indeed 
throughv which a man would find infinite 
difficulty to move himseli. If an attempt 
should be made by the river Balize, an 
event that at certain periods has been ex- 
pected, innumerable small vessels would 
be required for the purpose ; and after 
these were obtained, the passage of them 
could only be effected during the rains, a 
season most disadvantageous for every 
kind of hostile operation in tropical 
ci^ufitries. At every other time the na^ 
vigation of this river would be eflfectually 
impeded. 

The channel is protected by the guns 
of a strong fort lately erected by a com- 
petent engineer ; and, in honour^ of his 
Majesty, this work is named Fort 
George. Its situation is singularly com- 
nuinding, and, in any attempt of a land- 
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tQg» would be capable of throwing a most 
d^structtve fire. An enemj not dioos- 
ing to &ce this fort, but inclining to 
.either flmk of the town of Balize^ the 
only possible points of gaining the shore^ 
would have to encounter the passage of 
shoals of mud and sand which extend a 
considerable way into the sea, and on 
each side would be received by the guns 
of several batteries most judiciously 
{^ced, and which must inevitably ex- 
pose him to the most annoying of all op- 
position, a cross-fire, independent of 
what, in addition to this, he might ex-* 
pect to be treated with from the shore, a 
well»directed discharge from li^t field- 
pieces and musquetry. 

The whole of the slaves of Honduras 
are permitted to use arms, ^id possibly 
a more expert body of marksmen could 
not be fi>und. To many this would ap- 
pear an impolitic and questionable kirtd 
of indulgence J but let it be borne in 
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viei^, that the expectation of fidelity and 
attachment may be best founded on the 
consistent exercise of humanity and for- 
foearance, and much of every inconveoi* 
0nt result Will be at once diminished. 
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CHAP. V. 

The purmiis of the Settlers of Honduras Cea^ 
to distant, and widely different directions* 
Christmas the season of general festivity. The 
slaves particularly happy at tlUs period* 
IVateT'Sports. The Dory cmd Pit-pan loats^ 
peculiar to the Settlement, described. Shooting 
and fishing parties. 

One of the. most frequent, and cer- 
tainly not least founded, complaints, that 
has been advanced against establishments 
in remote countries, is the entire want of 
neighbourhood and society connected 
with them; an inconvenience that can 
scarcely be compensated for by the pos* 
session of every other advantage, and one 
that has often shaken the resolution of 
the hardiest adventurer. Thus it hap* 
pens in the country of which we speak : 
for labour, and that with a small share of 
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occasional relaxation, almost exclusively 
occupies the attention of whites and 
Uacks ; and, engaged in pursuits that 
lead to distant and in widely different dif 
Tactions, it seldom happens, perhs^s nol; 
tnore than once in many months^ that the 
inhabitants of itJhave any kind of inter-" 
sCourse with each other, or for the same 
interval with their homes or fiunilieSf 
The setting out on a mahogany*cuttin^ 
expedition resembles in some degree th^t 
of departing on a long voyage, the prepa* 
rations for both being nearly similar; and 
the dreary time that must be passed in tht 
^^oods in this employment, may not un» 
aptly be compared to what is felt by many 
in a long confinement on shipboard. 

Christmas, however, is the sea3on that 
in this country usually brings all ranks 
together— the bond and the freej an4 
the hilarity which prevails amongst th^^ 
former order cannot possibly be morf 
largely partaken of by any beings in thft 
¥ 2 
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world. The young, the old, even the 
maimed and the decrepit, all unite in 
contributing to render this period •joy- 
tous and happy ; it. may be added, and 
* noisy ! 

The morning of Christmas-day is' in- 
variably ushered in by the discharging of 
small-arms in every direction, everything 
now from established custom being free 
and unrestrained; and the master's house 
(where the festivity commences), and 
whatever it contains, is now open to all. 
The members of the several African 
tribes, again met together after a long 
separation, now form themselves into 
different groups,* and nothing can more 
forcibly denote their respective casts of 
national character than their music, 
songs, and dances. The convulsed ra- 
pid movements of some, and thd affect- 
edly reluctant steps of others, appear in-r 
(Conceivably ludicrous ; whilst the occa- 
^onal bursts of loud chorus, with which 
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all are animated, contribute greatly to 
.heighten the singularity of the enter- 
tainment. 

The endurance of the negroes during 
the period of their holidays, which usually 
last a week, is incredible. Few of them 
are known to take any portion of rest for 
the whole time ; and for the same space 
they seldom know an interval of sobriety. 
It is the single seaison of relaxation grant- 
ed to their condition ; that it should be 
partaken of immoderately may therefore 
apj>ear not altogether so extraordinary.^ 

At this season water-spoits are also 
common, and Dory-racing affords a very 
general amusement ; and on these occa- 
sions large sums are freely betted both by 
owners and slaves. This species of diver- 
sion has no small share of utility attached 
to it, as it contributes to render the latter 
highly expert in a kind of exercise that is 
inseparably connected with the labour in 
which they are principally engaged. 
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The Dory is usually formed of mabcv 
^any or cedar, generally from a soKd 
piece ; its length is from 25 to SO feet j 
and so buoyant and safe ii this sort of 
Vessel found, that persons accustomed td 
the management of it often fearlessly 
venture out to sea; in it, and in weathef 
when it might be imsafe to trust to ves« 
sels of much larger kind. It is worked 
with paddles instead of oars,^ and tlie 
fastest and best manned rowing boats 
have universally failed in a competition 
with it and the negro paddlers of Hon- 
duras. 

The Pit-pan is another water vehicle 
much used in this country, and for cele« 
tity is preferred to the former ; but this 
can only be employed in smooth water. 
It is formed of the same materials, the 
shape alone constituting the difference— 
the Pit'pan being flat-bottomed, the- 
Dory round. Much taste is displayed by 
all orders in fitting out botl^ these con- 
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ftej^nces ; and as they afford the only 
^p^KMtunkies of travelling in this coun* 
tjy, every expedient is resorted to, to 
render them pleasant and commodious* 
They are commoidy fiimished with ca^ 
pacioBS awnings, hung round with cur* 
tains to defend the passenger from the 
sun by day and the dews of night ; pre* 
eautions limt are extremely necessary; 
for in journeying to the distant mahogany 
works, an abode for some time must fre- 
quently be taken up in them, and when 
Any exposure in an imhealthy climate 
might be attended with evil conse- 
^enfces* 

It is probable that Httle alteration has 
taken place in the form and construction 
of these vessels since the time that Bar«> 
tholomew Columbus (on the authority 
of Herrera ; and as related by B. Ed- 
wards, Hist. West Indies, vol. i. 8vo. p. 
103) met one of them in passing through 
the gulf of Honduras. It was eight feet 
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in breadth, and in length equal to a 
Spanish galley* Over the middle was an 
awning> composed (rfmats and palm-tree 
leaves ; underneath which were disposed 
the women and children, secured both 
£rom rain and the spray of the sea : it 
was laden with commodities irom Ju* 
catan. 

Numerous parties of the settlers alsof 
now avail themselves of this period of 
leisure, to make excursions to the woodsy 
or out amongst the sea islands or keys^ 
to enjoy the amusements of fowling and 
fishing. On these pccasions an ample 
stock of wines, liquors, &c. is laid in j and 
the gun and net seldom fail to procure an 
abundant supply of whatever else is re* 
quisiter Wherever the most sport pro- 
mises to 'be found, a temporary encamp- 
mept is speedily formed j and the hours 
not occupied in the pursuit of gahie are^ 
always passed ^ith great hilarity. 

In a sphere so CQntracted, so removed 
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firom the world and its affairs, or*-as the 
phraseology of fashion would determine 
— so out of it altogether, it will not be 
expected, that what forms a considerableji 
and to many the most desirable portion 
of the labour of a modern narrator— -a 
display of attractive incidents— peculiar 
traits of character, manners, &c. &c* 
could be found. It is but from the widSer 
circles of human action that such mate* 
rials can be drawn ; and in the present 
instance it is felt, that, with the utmost 
assistance of fancy,,no ordinary auxiliary 
iji such efforts, the deficiency coidd b^ 
but imperfectly supplied. 
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CHAP. VL 

Suljecis comiecied with the Natural Histmf of 
Honduras. Extraordmary advantages that 
tmghi aitend many pursuits annexed to ctdtiva^ 
tion again insisted on. . Trees and plants, thetr 
great variety : the uses of several species de^ 
scribed^ 

An early attention has beefl directed 
toi;rards the probable degree of success 
that might attend the culture of most of 
the vegetable productions pecuHiir td tro- 
pical situations in the settlement of 
Honduras. An outline or general de- 
scription of those which at present are 
most familiarly known in it having like-, 
wise been given, a farther enumeration of 
them cannot be necessary. But previous 
to concluding this part of the subject, 
it may be remarked, that this prospect 
of advantage is very materially encou- 
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raged by the acknowlec^ed superiori^ 
of the climate and soil of this part of the 
continent, and from the circumstance of 
its being happily removed from the dis* 
couri^ng inconvenience of the frequent 
and continued droughts so fatal to every 
agricultural attempt in many other parts 
of it, and from which the greater num« 
ber of the West India islands are seldom 
exempt* 

It wiU, therefore, only remain for hu- 
man industry, if no intervention shaH 
offer to the exercise of it, to improve 
the benefits thus conferred by the indul* 
gence of nature ; for beside her almost 
spontaneous gifts, little has hitherto 
been sought in this quarter of the 
world. 

Leaving this branch of the natural 
history of the country, we now proceed 
to another, which it is presumed may be 
less known, though certainly, from the 
many valuable advantages annexed to it, 
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that* caoi scarcely be deemed less impot^ 
tant. 

Independent of the mahogany and 
logwood trees, the v^ue of which has 
been previously pointed out, there is a 
great variety of other kinds, the growth 
of Honduras, fitted in as many ways fi)i: 
the most useful purposes, but more par- 
ticularly for those of a maritime nature. 
Of this class may be named, as being 
entitled to particular distinction, the 
three species of the Mangrove, red, 
white, and black : that of the former 
colour is greatly preferred for the firm- 
ness of its texture and its extraordinary 
durability: the bark it furnishes has 
been thought little inferior to that of 
the oak, when applied to ihe purpose 
of tanning leather. This species of the 
Mangrove usually grows on the borders 
of the sea, or on the edge^s of the rivers 
and creeks contiguous to it : the second 
and last kinds are, found more inland* 
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The Santa Maria, Sapodilla, and Sei^ 
grape trees, are all found extremely usoi* 
ful ; the last particularly so, from the na^ 
turally formed knees and timbers it sup- 
plies for small vessels* Cedar is also 
found plentiful and large, and is usually 
applied to similar purposes^ 

Tlie Palmetto, of two kinds, the royal 
and the humble,* is abundant on the 
different islands or keys/ The first is a 
tree of considerable size, and found re* 
markably serviceable in the TOristruction 
e£ wharves^ or when put to any use 
where a continued resistance to water 
may be needed. The last is useful in 
building, and furnishes a durable thatch 
from its leaves. 

Parallel with the different rivers, in al- 
most every direction, are found extensive 
Pine ridges, tracts of laiid abounding with 
Pine trees. The timbers which these 

* So distinguished by Browne, Nat Hist. Ja?^ 
miea, F^ 190^ 33a 
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fiirnish <;aii scarcelj be exceeded m aze, 
ntkd are very generaUy considered,, for 
every necessary purpose, greatly superior 
to what eim be imported of the same kind 
from the United States. But the cause 
M$rhich has been before assigned, the high 
value of labour in this country, has occa* 
i^ned the settlers, in most instances, 
radier to prefer purchasing such materials 
from the Americans than have recourse 
to liiose befbre them of domestic growth* 
Of the i»ne the kinds are various. 

For a variety of purposes, the Bullet 
tree, Iron-wood tree. Calabash tree, imd 
Button-wood tree, all are much admired. 
On the sides of most of the rivers the 
Willow is common; so likewise is a 
species di the Bamboo. 

The Mohoe, or Althssa, is also found 
at some distance up the several rivers. 
The body of this tree is usually converted 
mto rafb to float the logwood dpwn to 
the sea* The bark of it is woven into 



d by Google 



OFrtOKDtJkAS. Ill 

fopes^ wliich arfe found to belittle inferiof 
to those made ftbm hemp for strength 
and durability^ 

The tree which exudes the resindu!^ 
substance called Caoutchouc, or elastic 
gum, from which the well known material 
of Indian rubber is made, is abundantly 
found in most places. The name which 
^s tree bears in Honduras could not be 
learned; Siphonia elastica is that by 
which it is familiar to naturalists. The 
Locust trecj which afibrds another valu-^ 
Able gum, is likewise common. 

It^ would be impossible to contend for 
the^ccuracy of the nomenclature, which, 
^heti ti^eating of the natural productions 
of remote countries, can only in many 
instances be resorted to. And as an 
ih&iite variefy of subjects, connected 
both with the vegetable and animal king- 
doms, may have escaped enumeration in 
the catalogues of the scientific, such 
Aamed, therefore, must be continued to 
3 
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them, as may have been suggested by 
their reactive uses, or which local cir« 
cumstances may have pointed out. 

Of the trees which fUmi^ dye woods, 
the most plentiful and easily dbtainedare 
those of the Logwood and Fustic Some 
other kinds adapted to the like uses are 
occasionally found, but not in such quan- 
tities as to render the discovery of them 
of much importance. A species of that 
which bears the name of Brasiletto ia 
sometimes met with on the islands con« 
tiguous to the coast, and forms an article, 
of export. The Fterocarpus Draco, 
which yields the valuable commoditjc of 
Dragon's blood^^ is a native of the interioc 
country. 

Of a dass di£6erent from thefor^>iag^, 
the first place may very properly be as- 
signed to the Cocoa-nut tree, from tiie? 
well known variety of uses to which it 
may be applied. This is the commons 
inhabitapt of almost every situatioa 
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within the tropics ; and in this country, 
bpth on the continent and different 
islands, is most abundant. 

The Cabbage-tree, the Areca oloracea 
jof Linnaeus, and Pahna of Brovnie, tlie 
beauty of which has been before sli^tly 
noticed, h justly entitled to more parti- 
cular remark. It may be considered, aa 
the latter has denominated it, the queen 
of the woods. . In height it frequently 
rises to upwards of a hundred "feet, 
entirely erect, and taperiAg with exqui- 
ate proportion to its summit. The trunk 
is without branches or leaves mxtSl within 
a few feet of the top ; and the cabbage^ 
or Substance frmn which it has derived 
its £imiliar appellation, is also found 
near the top, enclosed within a thiq, 

. ^een, spongy bark. In trees that have 
acquired ' fiill growth, the cabbage is 

, large, in form not unlike the thick part 
of the tusk of the elephant, perfectly 
white, and in long thin convolute flakes* 
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When bofled, it is exceedingly pkasant 
to the tasie, closely resembling that of 
the artichoke ; and in its natural state ani- 
maki of most kinds eat of it with avidity. 
It likewise forms a very agreeable pickle, 
in which way it it often nsed. The 
young Cocoa-nut tree also contains a si*, 
milar kind of substance witUn its trunks 
liquaUy good with th^ above ; but in this 
it is found nearer the toot 
. 1%e Silk Cotton tree, a species of the 
Bombax oi Linnagus, in th»$ country aft^ 
^ns an height nearly equal to the fomier; 
imd ^iln&srt In bloomy is C€ttmAj on« €^ 
(he most &|>Ienidi<} productions of nature.* 
At ducb ^tfson it is enlirefy^ crowned 
^friXh a «pr<^i^0Br <^ brilliant flowers o( 
rich BMd variegated hues^ ef iVhich thft 

* This is not idtogefber assented to }^ Vtimno, 
Kat. Hist Jamaica, Fol. 277» But the species oi 
which he speaks, as being common to the East and 
West Indies, may perhaps diflTcr from that i^hicb 
it found oB the American continent. 
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colour of the carnation is the most pre^ 
dominant. This bloom is suddenly suo 
eeeded by a multitude of small pods 
which contain the cotton, and thai burst 
^^en stifficiently ripe. The crop c^cottonr 
it affords is said to be triennial.* The 
trunk oi this tree h much' used in the 
building of canoes and small vesie^ls.. 

For purposes of a me<&inal'nature> the 
variety of trees and shrubs pecidiar to this 
country is asionishihgly great. Ilidepen« 
dent of which, many others have become 
£kmili^ to it from cultivation. Of the 
foriner, the Jittr6pha^ ck Physio nut| 
^ikttB pttrt^cukr notke/ It ist^e pro^ 
^rty ofthisnfQttoatt upcmtBe hlraaM 
system either in the way of eideticW ca^ 
tharticy or if it be re<juired, powerfully 
as both J effect* Ivhich d^ftd/cfti thd 
mode of its preparation, aiid whieli in 
idl ways is intimately understood by the 

• Natural Hiirt. of Guiana, Oct. 6fi. 
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inhabitants. It is very generally consi- 
dered one of the most efficacious antidotes 
to bile, and consequently must be deemed 
aingularly valuable in a climate where 
the disposition to such habit is so pre- 
valent. 

The Palma Christi, from which the 
castor oil is obtained, grows abundantly. 

Tlie plant which bears the name of the 
Vegetable Musk, or, as it is commonly 
called. Snake Okro, is also plentiful. Tbp 
seeds of this contain an highly aromatic 
cil ; and which "when bruised and taken 
internally, are believed to be an infallible 
remedy for the bite of the most venombiis 
Aiflke. An application to^ the wounded 
ptet, in the'way of poultice, of the same 
kind, is likewise recommended. The 
£r3mgo, also a native of Honduras, is 
much resorted to for the like purpose. 

The Dolichos pruriens, or Cowhage, is 
common. Its generally established qua-^ 
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lity as a powerful vennifiige is well 
known, and occasions it to be much used 
in this country. 

The Contrayerva, a species of the 
Dorstenia of Linnasus, is found in almost 
every spot A preparation from the root 
of this is known to produce abortion, and 
is much used for such pui-ppse by negro 
females. This practice is exti^mely com* 
mon with these people, and has its 
avowed professors. 

.The Digitalis, or Foxglove, is a native 
of the high lands. The well known ar- 
ticle of Sarsaparilla is plentifully obtained 
to the southward of the English settle^- 
ment, and forms a profitable export. 
Four sorts of Ipecacuanha have also been 
enumerated* 

The Gouania, or Chaw-rStick, is also 
abundant. This is the common denti- 
frice of the aborigines, from whom ths 
use of ip has been learned ; and for pre- 
serving the teeth pure and delicately 
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wbitet tfai9 simple af^catioQ perhaps ex^ 
ceeds all others^ With the natives an^r 
appearance of decay in this rei^ct very 
rarely occurs.^ 

It will not be contended, that the 
&regoing can be considered other thm 
an imperfect and diminutive catalogue 
of the class of vegetable productions 
of which it attempts to speak. For, 
with the requisite ability to accomplish 
such an undertaking, and which in th$ 
present instance is not by any means 
ftssumed, it woiild certainly demand 
months, if not years, to investigate with 
eny kind of fidelity the profiise variety 
of subjects dispersed over the impaense 
ferests and plains peculiar to this part of 
the world. There can however be little 
doubt, but that such research would be 
most amply rewarded, by the extent arid 
value of the discoveries it. would Ife 
enabled to maker 



ed by Google 



M.BONDUIUUI. 4 If 

. ■ - ■ 'I 

CHAP.Vn. 

Jfailiral AUtory coniinued. Quadrupei^^ 

JVlANY of the animals found at Hon. 
duras are such as are common to the con^ 
tinent of America generally. A very 
considerable variety, however, will be 
jecognised as the inhabitants of the 
iSfarmer latitudes of it only. 

It is believed that few, if any, of th^ 
domestic kind of quadrupeds which are 
fitmiliarly known in Europe, can b^ 
traced as the natives of this quarter of 
the world. But the supposition rather 
is, that the greater number of this de« 
scription have become naturalized to it^ 
£r6m having been introduced by t)ie early 
European settlers* 

Xt woidd be entirely ^reiga to th^ en^ 
Jo yi«w to particiitoriz€ tb^ nuiober wS^ 
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quality of animals of the above chaSy it 
having been already remarked, that th^ 
are chiefly such as are cotnmon to moat 
parts of the earth. But certainly, tt may 
be repeated, in no part of it, if the least 
care or attention be extended towards 
them, can every species thrive better, or 
more abundantly multiply. Within the 
Spanish territory in particular, Nature 
lias supplied a rich and almost boundless 
pasturage, and where the number of cat- 
tle and horses raised is prodigious. Many 
of the latter, soulittle are they regarded, 
return ^to a state of wildnejs, and asso* 
ciate in immense droves, from which it 
frequently becomes a task of much difli- 
culty and danger to reclaim them. 

Of the less familiar or unreckkned 
tinds, which inhabit this country, we may 
begin by naming two kinds c^ Tiger, the 
Felis Onca, or Bnusdlian ; and the IKsk^o* 
lor, oi' Black. The former species is ex- 
<t»Bmely numeroius, and often commits tte 
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jnmt €)peu aiod daring outn^s on the 
pliiiittttioQs of the settlers. Sheep, goats, 
4uid hogs, are the particular objects of 
its depre«bti<m. Reports, are also givea 
that it has sometimes attacked man, Imt 
it is considered that such are unfounded; 
ifor it fcnrtiinately happens, that the oth^'- 
wise established reputation for courages 
an this animal is umally found defk^eot 
in this respect The Black T^er, which 
is deemed much the fiercest, is but rarely 
^iseoveredf The Felis Pardalis, or Me^ 
acan cat, is likewise common, ai^ proves 
Tery destructive to the smaller kinds of 
«tock, such as poultry, &c. 

The Deerj and a species of Oazellq^ 
or Antelope, are both abundant. The 
fermer of the sm^l ^ow kind, and which 
inbftbits most parts of tfa^ American con- 
tinent, and the idands eimtiguous to it 
The meat this animal affords is always 
found extremely poor, which may most 
jprobably be attrilrated to &e very ha^ 
o 
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Tassed life so timid and inoffensive a cres- 
ture is forced to undergo. In the im- 
mense forests of this country it is sup- 
rounded by enemies, of which the tiger 
"is the most frequent, and not the least 
inveterate. Nor is it by any means secure 
"from the hostility of the inhabitant of 
another ^ment, the alligator ; a mon^ 
^ter which infests every watery spot, and 
•whose stratagems are often successfully 
employed in surprising animals of larger 
and swifter kind than itself. The Gazelle 
•is a most beautiful little creature, and has 
-been considered the Dorcas, or Barbarian 
Antelope, of Linnaeus. It is about hatf 
tthe size of the deer. . 

The existence of the Antelope will 
-pefhaps, in this instance, be received 
with questionable accuracy, as it -appears 
in contradiction to the ^estaBKdhed opi- 
nions of some of tfee most able and dis^ 
iing^ished naturalists. Mr, Piennairt, in 
particular, has determined, that 4iot a 
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isu^l^e 3pepiea of. it ha3 been discovered 
in any part of the new . Vorld. If the 
animal in question, however , and which 
in this country is not known by any 
.other name, be not tt member of this 
tribe, it might be difficult to point out 
to whj^t other class it should properly be- 
long. . The resemblance, as far as de- 
scription can be relied on, is in every 
jrespect essentially the same. 

The Peccary, and the Warrcc, are ani- 

.anals of the hog kind. The former is the 

JSus .Tajassu of LinruaBus; or the Tajassu 

of othei^ naturaliste. On the back of this 

animal is placed a glandulous orifice, 

which has furnished a very common be- 

JUef that in this part of it the navel is 

situated. The flesh of the Peccary is 

considered particularly good either fresh 

,or salted j but on killing it, if the glands 

just mentioned be not instantly removed, 

thQwholie carcase becpmes tainted .with 

the most noxious and fetid odour. The 

g2 
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described. It Ims heest denofi^at^ the 
hog of the istfattw •f Daiien ) mi4 mn 
ppmian has been iuggestted, that it nu^ 
only be the £urc^>ean ho^ run wiUL 
Both the Peoearyand the Warree uraalfy 
Ko in krge bodies ; and at such times it 
» not considered at all safe to wound or 
jcill any of the party, by firing en thenti^ 
unless a retreat or place of security be 
nigh J ibff Aose which reinain imfaurt 
X!ommonly avenge the ii^ury in the motit 
desperate way^ The approach of these 
•animals may be heard in the woods at a 
great distanee, by the loud and ehimo- 
rpous noise they continually make ; and 
like the domestic hog^ it is asserted that 
4hey desitf oy and eat snakes and reptilea 
^f diffiurent kinds. 

'fff^ Gibeonite, (Cavia Paca) h a waiaM 
;ankMl;gr(^ia% resemUmg, though somer 
^i^thurgar than, ^e guinea-pig. It is 
flientifti% fbrnA at Hoodmaa, and easfly 
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^oDQ^esficated* The flesh of it is extolled 
as a p^uliaf delicacj. Under the sai&e 
Ztead may be included the Indian Coney, 
l>r Agouti) which sometimes has been 
confounded with the former^ This ani» 
isaal, in sise, Ibrm, and habit, is very like 
the hare. It does not run, but leaps ; 
imd whilst in the act t^lSsteoit^ it rears 
itttslf on the hind hfp exactly in the 
Mmeliray. TI^ meat of it la wholcsomef 
Imt excee^^y dry^ 
, Of the Amia^llo, three species- ate 
v^ coitamonly foutid ; the three, eight, 
«Qd mne bimded; lliey are all easily 
tamed, and are most im>£fensive little 
aniniak. , But in this state they seldom 
long exist ; a circumstance that is be» 
lieved to be chie% owing to the difficulty 
of supplying them with the kind of food 
to wjiich they have been acctistomed, 
an^ which principally contists of the ia« 
Beets fimnd in the decayed roots of trees. 
It has been geneiaUy asserted that this 
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animal feeds on fruits, &c. ; an opinion 
that has been in some degree centra^' 
dieted by observation. The Armadillo 
forms another luxury of the table in thi^ 
country. 

The Quash, a species of the Yiverra^ 
at the head of which is placed the cele* 
brated Ichneilmon, is likewise an Inha: 
bitant of this part of America; and, Kke^ 
that singular animal, is destructive M 
most kinds of vermin. Whenever th^ 
Quash makes an attack^ it rather strikes 
with its teeth than bites, and always la^ 
cerates iti a most severe degree. A dog' 
of the best breed afid courage, onc€l 
Wounded by this animal, will - seldom 
again face it. 

Two kinds of the Myrmecophaga, or 
Ant-eater, may also' be enumerated ; thft 
Bidactyla, and the Pentadactyla. Thes6 
animals are easily domesticated ; biit ar* 
slothful and stupid, usually sleeping 
throughout the day,and roaming at night* 
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The smaller sort of Opossum, Dor$i- 
gera^ is abundant. The singular way in 
"^fiich the females of most of this species 
p|:otect their young from danger, by in- 
dosing them in an abdominal pouch, is 
well known. When frightened or pur- 
sued, the young ones instinctively fly to* 
this receptacle of the parent, which can 
he closed or opened at will. 
. The Racoon is extremely^ common^ 
arid very destructive to gardens, poultry, 
2fc. The Grey Fox is likewise said to he 
a native of the mountainous parts ; but 
if it be, it must be rare. 
• The small Red Squirrel is exceedingly 
numerous^ 

TTie Hystrix Mexicana, or Mexican 
Porcupine, is frequently taken in out- 
houses, and on the different plantations. 
The flesh of this apimal is much com- 
mended by the negroes, by whom it is, 
sought as a peculiar delicacy. 

But of all the animals which may oc- 
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casionally be discovered in this coontiy, 
the most extraordinary is unquestionably 
the Tapir ; or as it is here vulgarly, and 
certainly with no great accuracy, named^ 
the Mountain Cow. This animal is an 
inhabitant of the thickest and ma;t retired 
woods in the neighbourhood of rivers and 
creeks. It is described as being about 
the size of a small cow, and is gr^parious* 
It swims, dives, and is considered to pos- 
sess the property of walking beneath ihe 
Irat^. It may frequently be traced on 
&e sands by the large, flat, and neaily 
round impression c^ its feet« As this 
animal cautiously avoids the day, it is 
but rarely met with. Sometimes, how- 
ever, as the traveller piu^ues his course^ 
up the distant rivers, and when but little 
noise is made, it is surprised on the banks 
and shot. The meat o£ the Tapir, con- 
trary to what has been pronounced of it, 
is in this country coniridered exceedingly 
toarse and rank» 
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The Monkey tribe is numerous, and 
tiie species various : dioiigh confined, it 
is believed^ exclusively to the classes 
whidh' nafuralistl have denominated Sa«^ 
pajoud,, and Sagoins. The animals of the 
ibitter kmd are p6cidiarly distinguish- 
able from all others by the use they make 
of their tails, by which they seize and. 
hold oh the branches of trees or any 
other substance, sn]^K>rting iixe whole 
wei^t of their bodies with surprising t^ 
nacity : even when desperately wounded, 
they are seldoih ki&own t6 quit this grasp 
but with life. It is very doubtful whether 
any of the Ape or BabcK>n ^ecies can 
be traced as inhabitants 6f the American 
continent, though such have occasionally 
been enumerated^ in the joumab of tra» 
vellers. : 

The Fatuellus, Hbrned Sapigou, the 
Apella, Brown Sapajbu, and the Capu* 
cina, or Capubhin Monkey, are the kinds 
most frequency met with in the woods 

OS 
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erf Honduras. T^e last is very common^ 
arid is a mild, playful- little animal. 

There is one species of monkey alsc 
found in this part of the world, which 
may perhaps have escaped particular 
notice. In size and form it resembles 
the Apella ; and the female, in which the 
^characteristic difference aj^ears^ most 
strongly to exist, is peculiarly denoted 
by a loose fleshy appendant membrane^ 
which frequently occasions its sex to be 
mistaken. ' 

A monkey of this kind was for many 
months an inhabitant of the writer'^j quar- 
ters. It was the most gentle creature 
imaginable, and passionately fond of wine 
or spirits of any kind, if highly sweet* 
ened. When so indulged, it would in»^ 
variably sip to intoxication, and then be*- 
come unboundedly sportive and divert- 
ing ; frequently seizing a small kitten, 
an inmate of the same abode, and springs 
itig witH it up the rafters Vith extraordi^ 
1 • •■ 
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luuy agility^ but ^taking .ciare always tO: 
return it unhurt on the floor. In this 
way this singular animal would continue 
imtil overpowered. by fatigue, and then 
drop on its hands to sleep. Indeed the 
ehief diaracteristic o£ this species seems 
to belong to the ludicrous. 

The persons eng^ed in mahogany 
cutting, whites and blacks, include the 
monkey in the foremost delicacies the 
^i^oods afibrd. But we should wish to 
belieye, that the singularly affecting ciri* 
cumstances, often accompanying the de- 
struction^ of this animal, would in most 
instances operate as a powerful incentive 
to let it remain undisturbed. It is com* 
mbnlytold, that when the mother and 
her young are fbund together (a very 
usual thing), and one falls or is wounded 
by the hunter's aim, that the other is 
seldom known to quit its afiUcted com- 
panion, but to cling to it, and bewail 
the disaster with piteous c|ies and la- 
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flietttatioiis^ h^ . thk wagr the; &p^ }m»* . 
come prej. 

The Manati) vfaick k^lMctSbedwm 
fi>fining^ the bounAury betvviceft quadci^ 
(xeds and fishes, has been preTiou^ mi-^ 
ticed as an inhabkaat ei the ivtatoro coo^ 
tiguous to the shor^ of Hondutas*. Ite 
male and female of this sp^es^efafiiinal' 
are usually found together, and whilst 
sporting on the surjface of the ^fierent 
lagoons, are frequently destrc^ed by tlw^ 
harpoon or dart, in the use of which' the 
slaves of the Settlement, and the India»i^ 
of the neighbouring Mosquito nati(»iy 
are wonderfully dexterous* The essAxaot^ 
dinary size of this ^ngulw^ productioti;' 
has Hkewise been remiurked. The Jtesb ; 
of it is particular()r admired, and tbou^it 
equal to the finest vesl. The tail, whicfe 
forms the most valuable part of the Ma«» 
liati, after having laid some days in H?. 
jMckle prepared for it with spices> kei^' 
and eaten cold, is a discovery of whieli 
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Apioiiis might hnr« bees pimid^ tad 
wAdch the discrinaatmg palate of H^ 
hogabdm wMitd Bjave though justlTr^n^ 
titled to the niost.distni|pashed rewwtd^ 
Wilb. tlie above olMervattonv aa opi^ 
mon cannot but siqggpest itself, that car^ 
riosity equally witb necessity, must in » 
great vaiiely of instances have actuated 
man in the attempt of converting many^ 
productions, animal and vegetable, inta 
the means of his gratification or support*. 
But surely it eouH only have been the 
latter, and that of the nK>st peremptory- 
Idnd; which first placed wi the table some 
things now classed among its choicest de* 
Mcacies— we need only name the turtle^ 
guana, &c. &c. 

. To place this somewhat beyond con- 
tradiction, the following,, as nearly as can 
be recollected, is the substance of a bill 
of fare of an eotertainmeiitt given sever 
ral yejws ^o by the officers of a detach- 
ment of the Sd Rn^gimeiit (Bufis) at their 
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Station on the Mosquito shore. And al« 
^lougb the original, for it appeared'^ itf 
print in some of the journals about the 
same time^ cannot now be reached, yet 
the singularity and variety of the dishes 
need not be. questioned ^ r 

Fercula nunc ^udi nuUis ornata macellis. 

Juy. Sat. ii. 





BILL OF FARE* 






CALIPASH. 


» 


STAN AT I 

soused ' 


GUANA 

JHcaseed. . 


WARREB 

steals. " 




MONKEY 
barbacued.- 




ARMADILLO 


TURTLE-SOUP;' 


PAHROt* s 


eurri/^ 




pie. ^ 




ANTELOPE : 
roasted*. 




FECCAHT 

, smoked.^ 


INDIAN-RABBIT 

boiled. 
CALIPEE. 


Dl€CATt« 

Stewed* 
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The EntremetSj for the above might pos- 
sibly be but the^r^^ course — ^the substan^ 
tials of the feasts must have 'been quite as 
rare, and equally strange to an home-bred 
palate. Yet without their. aid there must 
have been enough to appease the cravings 
of the most capricious gourmand. ' With 
the exception of three dishes of civic ce^ 
lebrity, the skill of the most finished 
adept in the culinary art can scarcely 
have gone so fiir. 

Nee sibi coenarutli quivis tetnere arrogetiirt©ni> . 
Nod prios exacta tenui ratioue saporum. . 

Hon. Sat-. 
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CHAP- vra^. 

Naiwr4d History owtim^ Btrdi^-^ 

Of the several pioductioBB mammited^ 
nature connectedwth tropicd cmiBtrie^^ 
few have more powerfully awakened the 
admiratioii of tjie naturalist thian the* 
number and splendid variety of Aeir 
feathered inhabitants. It will not, 
however, be contended, that any of the 
birds of the new world, at least such 
as are known in that part of it to which 
these sketches are confined, are entitled 
to claim a competition with those of 
the old, in the agreeable powers of har- 
mony and' song. Surrendering therefore 
such pretension, the former must remain 
intent to place their claim for distinction 
on another qualification— the gaiety' of 
their attire j and' in which, with few ex- 
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cepticms, they may equally defy all 
rivalry. 

Indeed, in some instances, it woidd al* 
most seem, and such tnay be the influence 
of climate, that in individuals of the 
same species an additional lustre had 
he&ai acquired from the accidental diS^p* 
tnce of the degrees of latitude under 
iviiich they had become placed. Iluis it 
certainly happens with the Turk^, which 
Is a native of most parts of America: 
likBt in the colder reg^ -of Canada i& 
greatly extolled for the brilliancy of its 
plumage; but that in more southerly and 
hot situations, is admitted, by fill who 
hare beheld it, to be the most superb pro- 
ductien of nature. The splendid garb^ 
€^ the peacock, even that of Thibet^ 
which is said to surpass the whole of the 
feathered creation^ cannot perhaps great-^ 
ly exceed tiie beauty of this. 

In this part of the eontinent, the /Bir^ 
key is usually discovered in the thickest 
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and most sequestercdr recesses of the 
\¥Oods« It can yarely be taken alive, and . 
when so taken has seldom been known to ^ 
exist any. time. In the northern parts of 
America it is gregarious ; but in . the 
neighbourhood of Honduras, it is . nol 
often seen in the company of more thim 
o)ie associate. The eggs of tbU.bird hav« . 
fiequently been taken from the nests and 
fdaced under the domestic hen of the same: ^ 
species, and hatched ; but the youi^ 
ones. pcoduced-ia. this way: seldom live», 
and if not closely eon&ied, invariably 
disappear, in quAt, as it is supposed, of 
more congenial haunts. 

The bird next in si«e to the Turkey ix^ 
ftk country, and whose habits are nearly 
mmilar, is thciCurassow j aspeqiesof the, 
Crax, of the order Gallinae, of Linnaeus* 
This also is remarkably beautiful ^ and ini 
one respect, differs very materially from 
the generally established order of nature,. 
Ihe malei being, found much inferior ia. 
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^e and plumage to the iPemale. The 
formei* is nearly black, having only a ffew « 
downy white feathers on the lower part of 
its belly* The latter is of a deep rich 
chocolate colour, with variegated spotrf 
of white and black on its neck and pi- 
nions. The ^hape of both is delicately 
pTOportioned i and the crest which is 
placed on the head itl a longitudinal fbrm» 
and which is erected when their attention 
is 67^ cited, gives to both a stately and ma-» 
jeStic appearance. These btrds^ «oew be* 
come perfectly domesticated, goihg about 
and feeding fkmiliarly with poultry, &€i 
They are esitremely impatient of cold^ 
which renders thar removal to other 
countries td be seldom attended with 
success. • ' 

Of the same order may likewise be 
included the Penelope Cristata, or Quam, 
as it is niamed in this part of the worW. 
In appearance this bird has little to re^ 
commend it, but it is eagerly sought on 
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ftccount of the delicacy of its flesh, whicbr 
18 thought equal to that of the pheajsianU 
The Coquericot, another inhabitant of 
the woods, is much admired in the same 
way. 

The Partridge, with the exception of 
one speciesi the Tetrao Nfivius, or Hexm 
tcan PbtridgCi has not,, it is believed^ 
been discovered to inhabit any piurt o£ 
Ao^nca. The single bird of the k^ad 
just mentioned, however^ is quite jmfm^ 
mon in the neighbourhood^ Hondurwi 
and in size, form, imd the colour anddie^ 
posa) c^its feathers, very closely r^sfia»P 
bles the Guinea-hehi The Quail at pa^ 
ticular seasons is pl^tifully fbup^ in tb^ 
pin^landS) and affi>rds iconsddendd^^ 
amusement to the sportsnum. 

The Dove i» common; £^nd sevoral 
Iqndi of the Wood-pigeon iure also abund^ 
.a«t* There k one species of the Uttef 
in particular, which is perliaps the L^i^ 
coc^hala, ot White-^ro^wned F%eaa of 
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Xfinneeas, that is migratory from the 
tttouataifioQs parts of the continent to 
9L small island or key about twenty mileft 
^BstiiHt from the settlement of BaHze in a 
north-east (tirection. This spot, in cois 
M^ence of the iinnual resort of these 
i»rds during the months of July and 
August, has obtained the name of Pigebn«- 
hey. And the principal motives for this 
^sit would in all likelihood be found in 
^e avoidance <^ some enemy, and for 
the purpose of rearing their young in se* 
jrarity, for as soon as the latter object is 
ficcomplished they entirely disappears 
But the parent does not find even this re^ 
'b'eat free fircmi peril, for during the latter 
]part of llie season, and when the oli^ects 
of its care have acquired some ske, nu> 
mcrous parties^ clUe^y of 3rouRg negroes, 
lepair to this haunt, and bring off vast 
Duwbers, which are afterwards retailed 
by^asjcote. The nests being fi>rmed on 
Ike IMhiaiid bMiKJkiesef the lowest trees. 
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' the young Pigeons are consequently ob- 
tained with the least possible difficulty $ 
jand the old ones afford no inconsiderate 
attraction to the marksman, for, thus dis^ 
.turbed, they present themselves to his. aim 
in every direction, and much faster thM 
his>gun can be prepared for them. The 
pld birds have a peculiaiiy disagreeable 
bitter taste, but the young ones are. e»i- 
tremely rich and well flavoured, and on 
being first taken are deemed very choice 
food. 

. Of the Crane species, the Platalea 
Ajaja, or Spoonbill, is the most common. 
.The plumage of this bird may be coosi- 
4ered handsome, being chiefly of a bright 
scarlet colour, but in every other re- 
jspect it is singularly: ugly and deformed. 
With the above may be included severed 
^nembers of the numerous tribe, of the 
Heron, and which ape more fiuniliarly 
jknown by the names of the. grey, Wue;, 
and white Gaiildin^, &c. Many kindb 
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<5^ the Plover, and of the Curlew, are also 
Regularly periodical visitants. M' 

• During the season of the rains^ the 
Snipe abounds in the swampsand marshes. 
'At thie same periddthef different riveraahd 
takes are likewise plentiflilly stocked with 
wild Ducks, Teal, &a The Muscovy 
©uck Is very frequently shot in the 
•neighbourhood of Baiize. 

Two species df the Maccaw, the Pwt- 
tacus Macao, and the P. Ar^cango, the 
j'ed and blue, and the red and yellow, are 
Jiatives of the woods to the southward of 
BaUze ; in which direction an almost in- 
^nite variety of the Parrot kind' can also 
be found. The greater part of the latter 
lare quickly domesticated, and if taken 
young are as suddenly taught to talk 
fluently. • The kinds which are most es- 
teemed for their aptness in this respect 
are the yellow, and the blue-headed. The 
former of which i^ extremely . numefious 
in the country of the Mosquito Indiana, 
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and on the contiguous Idand of Rutftft^ 
The confused dbmorous noise of these 
birds may be heard from the la«t piftce 
acme miles before the shore is gaineii^ 
The smaller aorta, or Pand^eets, are 
equally abundtat, and many efthem are 
extremely pretty. 

The Toucan, or Bill-bird as it ^ do^ 
nominated in this country, is very ediH^ 
mon. Its [dumage is prettily yari^gat^d * 
but it is remarkably, singular fer the 
length and breadth of its UlU which is 
nearly equal to the bigness of its body, 
and this is about the size of that of the 
jack-daw. 

A species of the Oriole, which in Hon^ 
duras has obtained the naitte of the Ba* 
nana-bird, perhaps £K>m its resorting te 
the fruit of the Banana tree fi)r its food, 
is greatly adnwed for th^ beauty of it? 
dress, whkh fturms in elegant intermix- 
ture of the itMwA gay atrd vivid colours 
This bird i^ ^Uk larger than the £uro- 
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peas gdldfindu But tke moBt sbsgulk^ 
individual of this kin^ i& the O. t)omi&l- 
cemk, ot St Domingo Qriolef of lAn^ 
aasus, which is idso au inhabitant of this" 
country, and is somewhat larger than' 
fhe former. Immense numbers of this; 
gpcfdes resort to the^ neighbourhood of 
the river Sibun/ where they fbrm their 
pelidetit nests at the ettreme end of the' 
branches of the tallest trees, and gene- 
rally overhanghig the water. Frequently 
upwards of an hundred of these habita* 
tions may be found, on a single tree, and 
the busy and clamorous solicitude of the 
old ones in attendance on their young' 
cannot but be particularly interestii^g to' 
the spectator. 

The Kice-bird, the Emberiza Oryzi- 
voraoflinnasus, or as il is frequently 
fermed;firom its peculiar richness and de- 
licacy, the American Ortolan (a distinc-' 
f fon that an epicurean palate must con* 
fbss to be npt undeservedly bestowed on 

H 
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i%)i is also migratory, and is usually found 
in this country on plantations whi^re the - 
grain is cultivated from which it ha^ de- 
rived its familiar appellation. 

The whole of this extensive coast, and 
the numerous islands and keys annexed to 
it, abound with an infinite variety of the 
aquatic species, which are chiefly ^uch, as 
are usually found within the tropics. Of 
which, however, the Pelican and the 
Cormorant may be .viewed as being the 
most predominant. The peculiar trans- 
parency of the sea in most seasons in 
this quarter of the world, the multitude 
and extraordinary variety of its inhabi- 
tants, and the great dejpths at which these 
may be clearly discerned, are powerful 
inducements to attempt the resort of such 
voracious neighbours. 

Myriads of swallows are also the oc- 
casionaljnhabitants of Honduras. The 
time of their residence is generally con- 
fined to the period of the rains, after 
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which they totally disappear. There is 
something remarkably curious and deserv- 
ing of notice in the asceqt of these birds. 
As soon as the d^iwti appears, they iii a 
body quit their place of rest, which is 
usually chosen iimlddt the rushes of some 
watery savannah, and invariably rise (o a 
certdn. height in a compact spiral form, 
and \^hich at a distance often occasions 
tl^m to be taken for an immense column 
of smoke. This attsuned, they are then 
seen separately to disperse in search of 
food, the occupation of their day. To 
those who may have had the opportunity 
of observing the phenomenon of a water- 
q)Out, the similarity of evolution in the 
ascent of thei^e birds will be thought sur- 
prisingly striking: The descent, which 
regularly takes plaCe at ^in-set, is con- 
ducted mudh in* the same way, but with 
inconceivable rapidity. And the noise 
which accompanies it can only be com- 
pared to the falling of an immense tor- 
h2 
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ttiA^ m the rariiiag of a videfit gust of 
wind. Indeed^ to w (>bserter i^ mmm 
wmider^ that flioasaiids of tbeM biid» 
HfCBOt destroyed inbekig^thus^prapdled 
to die earth tdth sfudb itrmtfti^lk fof«^ 
The Hummhog-birdy in tiie greater 
iiiunber of' its sq[>len^ varietieis^ ean p^r^ 
haps be ftnnid in tMs^ coim&ry. th^ 
£xil»9 one of thesmodt miiSiite and beaa^ 
1^^ of tMsr etegant tribe, is quite cxm-^ 
ihicm. The singular ferodty of tins littife 
creature is astonishii^. Disoppointedof 
ttsr repast, the honey of a flower, it has^ 
beeif frequently oberredtoiiear and scat^ 
U;T the leares in the most passioniUe way^^ 
And in the contests it holds with its^ own • 
species for the possession of some ftvou- 
rite blossom, it ^ten luqppens that the 
death of one of the dahaaaiyts alone grantsi^ 
l9ie other an undisturbed enjoymait of 
the prize* 
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NtLluml HifiUfrp canckded* Fiskes. HfptiUs. 

Of the Fiftb^s which iuhabit die seaa 
wbA riverg ^Donduras, perhaps the fol« 
lowing i^atdlogue may aflbrd the most 
distinct and (xmiprehensive view. Some 
kinds of them wiU be lecqgniaed^ as be- 
ing lilcewtse fiuniliar to many parts of 
£ttrc^9 but the greater number will be 
ibund common to the^ coaat of Amarics^ 
geneniUy, and to the West India islands. 
Rock-fish Stone-bass 

Hog-fish Sword-fish 

Jew-fish Gar*fish 

^ King-fioh Parrot-i^h* 

Baracouta Cavallee 

* Thii fifth it the Goiy^iui Fbittacns of Liameoii 
and is oerttinly one 9f the moit beautiful of the 
walei7 tribe. The detcriptioo of it^ •$ gjlfoo bj 
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Grooper Snook 

Drummer Sting-ray 

Piper Kke 

Tropon Old-wife 

Mudfish Flounder 

Snapper (red) Eel 

Ditto (black) Porgee 

Mullet Grunt 

Ditto (Mountain*) Cat-feh 
Calapaver Sprat t 

Mackarel (Spanish) Porpoise 
Sheep-head' Shark, &c. 

that faithfiil historian of nature^ must be the bejit 
thi^ can be supplied.— >'< Head finely yadegated>^ irit^ 
flaniecolpur, stirrounded ;with bine; in th^ AEMfktte 
of the body towards the back a parple rhombic 3pol^ 
varied with- green, yellow, and bluej vent m th«^ 
middle of the body 5 dorsal and anal fins linear/ reach- 
ing nearly to the tail." Turton's Linnawis, oct; vol. i, 
744. It is very generally considered potionotis» and 
therefore never eaten. 

* Perhaps tlie Mugil Albida. This fish is deemed 
the most choice of its species, and is usually caught at 
some distance up the rivers of this country. 

t The. Chipea Thrissa of naturalbts,. This fish^i 
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The variety of Shell-fish with which 
every part of this coast abounds can 
scarcely be exceeded in any part of 
the world. Three species of the Tur- 
tie, the Green, the Logger-head^ and 
the HaSvks-bill, are taken in their sea- 
scms in prodigious numbers. The former 
kind from having been included, at least 
in this countey, amongst the foremost ne- 
cessaries of life, constitutes an advantage- 
ous employment to those engaged in tak- 
ing it : an allusion to this occupation has 
been made in the preceding pages* The 

«wbidi ii somewhat larger than the common ^rat^ 
it inuch admired for the tweetneM of its jBavoor^ 
though in certain situations^ . at particular keasonsj 
it is considered to be highly poisonous^ a quality 
which-inthis> however^ it is not thought at any 
time to possess. In some of the West India islands^ 
especially in that * of - Nevis, it can rarely: be eaten 
fiom the above circumstance. , This noxious property 
is also very generally determined to belong to some 
other species when taken in certain latitudes 3 name- 
ly the BaracOttta> Soook^ 3ec. &c. ^ 
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^Set-Lobster, or wit is heie called^ tlie 
Criir-tfshy is extresvefy plenti^ and is 
pyacb adnused finr tbe wlijteness aad.ddi- 
facy of its mesit Crabs Bfe also cftnghlt 
in great nijunbers^ and are equally este^A- 
fid» Hie Mangrove Ojrster, so parne^ 
fiom its altering in dqsters tptbe brands 
fB of the tree of the aAwve napie^ whi<^ 
incline to the wattf ^ is likewise ^un^ Ib 
ynost plaicesy but is perhaps tibe m^sjt g^ 
^rior of the species. Tlie Conque, jskm) 
^ WJQUc, aire abund^ot in the neighlm^v 
hood of thie difibr^nt keys, and f^ord # 
wholesome and nutritious food. 

The rivers and creeks df die mteaiGt 
supply a great variety of the fresh-water, 
Turtle, QT Hickateew These, though 
«maUer than the sea turtk, are in no 
4Stfaer respect in&rion 

It is very fer from being pretended 
that the above should in any shajpe be 
considered other than an extremely limit- 
ed enumeration of tb^ inhabitants «f this 
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vast elraa^nt^ aft connected wi^ this part 
of the world. Tlie kinds, therefoi e, that 
have been thus briefly noticed, must only 
he viewed as being such as came most fire*» 
^pently under familiar observation, and 
which consequently seemed more inti* 
mat(^ allied to the present attempt. 

The number and variety of Reptiles 
which infest most hot countries are known 
to be astonishingly great And perhaps 
few situations could be Ibund to exceed 
the one of which we mqre particular^ 
iqpeak^ in both respects. 

&iakes of several sjpecies are numerow) 
but fortunately the greater part of them 
are not considered of a dangerous descrip« 
tion. The Rattle^snakeis very frequents 
ty seen in the high lands, but is seldom 
&und so large as in the Americm States* 
The Blacktsnake is also common, but* h 
harmless.^ The kinds which, next to the 
first mentioned, are avoided as beiag^the 
ai08tvenomo\is, are Apse which have o\h 
us 
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teined from the Setders the familiar names 
of the Tommy Gt>£^ and the Barber's Pole. 
These usually infest out-houses or thatch* 
ed buildings. 

The snake called the Wowler^ which is 
more plentifiilly discovered than smy of 
the former, grows to an immense sizcy and 
its appearance is certainly, terrific; but it 
is only in this way that it is alamiing, as 
it has never been known to hurt the hu- 
man species. It is nevertheless, a mortid 
enemy to birds genendly, and to the smak 
ler kinds of animals, which it usually 
swallows entire. 

The woods abound with almost every 
kind of the Lizard tribe; and the Guana, 
or Iguana, which,' next to the alligator, 
may be viewed as the largest of this dass, 
is eagerly sought as a peculiar delicacy. 
The Basilisk, in aj^arance the mostdis* 
gusting of this unsightly family, is like- 
wise common. It invariably flies the 
approach of man, and appears but to 
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^teet its hostility against the insects 
which seem to have been appointed for 
its support* . ' 

Wtfie inferior species of Lizard^ the 
Gailj-wasp; and the Wood-slave, are the 
kWily kinds in this country tiiat have the 
^reputation ofbeing venomous; theformer, 
however, is thought particularly 50, and 
much dreaded. They both are the fre- 
quent inhabitants of old buildings. But 
much the greater number of the mem- 
bers <^ this class will be found, if preju- 
dice can be surmouxrted, and the least 
encouragement be extended towards 
them, the most ino£fenftive little creatures 
m nature, and that may even be sbcm 
brought into a state of playfiil familiarity; 

In conchision it may be (^served, that 
it would greyly exceed the limits of any 
ui^ertaking which had not pi:ofessedly 
embarked on the subject, to point out^ 
firomia mass so infinite, the individual ob« 
jectsmbst«ititledtoinv^tigation« Thit 
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itberefpre» is left to m&r& omf$i/f^ 

hopef that whatever may be fomd iffip^ 
feet TO the for^i^iqg *€i*ijb«s of |hp vgge* 
table and aoimftl eofmomy 9f a9 Mcb^ 
inter^^tiiig pvt ^ the VQrM» «»y fcp 
early sugpUe^ by ffHpenor mmw iw4 
io^ustiyf 



Ff om all that baa bem adviiiced m 
the pi^ecediog pages» it may be coi^sfai* 
died) that the posaesakm of an eJriEbl»h^ 
meiA at H<mdtifa9 vill be comidered ^ 
material importance in more renficots 
tbanoiu^ It has been augge^ed^ that the 
advantages at prfscat derived &om it, 
however valuat^e^ are of a limited dt* 
fcrqition, and ariw almost exehnavdy 
from the eapability it holds of %vq^yisg 
the conunodities of mahogany andlog^ 
wood. Wit)^ the timm an epmkm ha^ 
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ke»k idd9 entertaipedy when these iidvfm- 
ti^^as ahaU have ceaAed, an event tbatmay^ 
t)e espeetied, that the loas of them will be 
eompenwtedf<^ in die posBession of many 
fS^rs, of a diferent but not le93 inter* 
mHing kind. It must be understood^ 
ikitf mchf it is believed, would in a 
prineipal degree be found in the benefits 
mne^ed to cultivation. 

To this, however, an objection maybe 
anticipated, and one that at first may 
appear to bev wit^ it no inconsiderable 
^co^Hhat the interest of the parent 
atate will not now be fi^und allied to 
new ^nd ei^tended lystems erf coloni^a^ 
tion ; and consequently, that the indinai' 
tion to encourage or fi>ster such attempts 
wSi te reluctantly shown by it. To a 
great extent the reasoning on which this 
is £>unded is incontrovertible, for it cani> 
not be denied, that many erf the colonies 
dependant on Great Britain have long 
been considered riUlier of incumbi'apce 
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than advantage to it } and the pei^sons 
connected with them have had equally 
to regret the disproportionate reward 
their industry has fouiid from the imper- 
fect returns pf an exhausted scnl. That 
this happens in some of the larger, but 
in the greater number of the smaller^ 
West India Islands, those who hqld any 
acquaintance with them will not hesitate 
to affirm. And with regard to many of 
the islands which have been recently 
acquired by conquest, perhaps little 
value or importance can be attached^ 
but as their being so much wrested from 
the possession of the enemy, and Stotti 
the increased security that has thus been 
conferred on our own. In a cultivable 
poini of view, it will possibly be &)und; 
that many of the objection^ which ex* 
tend to the older British colonies, are 
applicable in an equal degree to such 
as lately belonged to Francei 
The foregoing has been ' a leading 
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cause, among many others, of forcii^ 
numb^s of planters to seek new^ situa- 
tii^s, flattered with the hope of meeting 
itaore perfect success. Hence it has 
happened, that migrations latterly from 
the West Indies, generally, to the fertile 
but unhealthy colonies of Surinam and 
Demarara have become so frequent; 
and which, in all likelihood, would have 
taken place much earlier, but for the 
fluctuating and uncertain state of the 
government of these cmmtries — ^an incon- 
venience, from the consequence that is 
BOW affixed to them, which it is not 
probable they will again undergo. It ia 
ako well known, that for several years 
past, numbers of the inhabitants of the 
Bahaina islands, originally loyalists from 
America, have supplicated the govern- 
ment of the latter for permission to re- 
turn with their families and slaves. This 
disposition has arisoi from no sudden 
impulse, buthas^ merely grown out of the 
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necemty of Uie thiog-^the intdequirtc 
return that for 9 ^fries of yews w 
impoverished soil hits conferred on thmr 
labours. 

j[a dwelling, therefore, with some 
qbare of earnestness on the resourqe^i tlmt 
might be found at Hondip'as, it mny seem 
evident, that it is not so much intended^^ 
to draw attention to the forming of 
new establishments, as to point out 
what, to a certiMP extent, might be 
capable of amending that which has 
become defective in the oid* But whe«* 
ther it be contemplated exclusively 
in this way, or but as the channel or 
means of l^uling to a greater degree c£ 
intimiEK^y than has hitherto prevailed 
i;idth the rich and interesting colonies so 
immediately contiguous to it, and there? 
by of affording fiivours^iile opportunities 
for the extenfflon of our commercial en^ 
terprise, in either respect it cannot be 
deemed unworthy of regard. 
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It r^maips ^y to beobserved, iimt if: 
as equally distant from b^iog intiend^ to 
invite to 9 cb^ge of cpuntry^li^ysketchi^ 
jp dj^luaive or fanofid colours, tihe advan^ 
t^jes of this remote qu2yi^-T*-tlm Ultimo 
Thufe. Yet it may be- assarted, smd it i$ 
i^e^pved obserratjioii pf the closest kiad 
woijdd not invali4ate the fact, that &v 
litigations cwbi, be jS^ond^ wherie rn^usr 
trious eSoTf, would, under particular c|£^ 
(Cwnstsmc^j ^nd qaare perfect reward* 
^finck is the generosity pf the cUmfttp 
4upijd s<^, and the aatwal ^dv^tqges am^ 
llectpd wj^ jit. ^ut now m^st be brpuglyt 
im& view whftt perhaps will appear moat 
materially to subtract from die whole. 
The adoption of modes of life and labour 
entirely new — a seclusion from society 
and all its endearments — the want of 
opportimities of all kinds for the educa- 
tion and moral improvement of a family 
•--and last, though &r from being of least 
consideration, the inconvenience that 
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health may encounter, in the change. 
On these, the adventurer to this, or to 
any other distant land, should pause — 
should miaturely inquire, whether a suf- 
ficient share of fortitude in the hour of 
trial might be found to bear against 
accidents so various and severe. It is 
no doubt to be lamented, for the hap- 
piness of many of our fellow beings who 
venture on so hazardous an experiment?, 
that this sort of previous investigation 
too rarely occurs; and that all such sober 
reasoning is either borne down by the 
i?<^eight of present ills, or bastily thrust 
aside by the golden visions that Iuiv< 
been raised. . . . . ^ 
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JOURNAL 

Of A 

VOYAGE 

TO THE 

MOSQUITO SHORE. 



Thursday, September the 27th, atf 
two in the afternoon, I sadled from Balize 
in the bay of Honduras, on board the 
schooner Huntress, for the Mosquito 
shore, having under my charge a variety 
of presents ordered by government for the* 
ehie& of the above nation. The compa- 
nions of my voyage were an Indian Ma- 
jor, named Hall, about six or seven men 
of his country, an^ a like number of Cha- 
rftfl)e9; who accompanied us in a small 
open boat. The last, I may observe, are 
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the remains of a race of people now al- 
most extinct, the aboriginal inhabitants 
of some of the West India islands, parti- 
cularly that of St. Vincent Before sun-set 
we had passed many of the numerous 
keys of the Bay, and at the close of the 
evening were abreast of the larger one 
of Tumeff. At eight we came to an 
imchor for the night off Key Bokel. 

Friday, 28th. — An hour after day-light 
we got under weigh. The morning dark 
and heavy, with rain and thunder. Our 
wind &ir, with a good deal of sea. To- 
wards noon the weather became fine and 
i^lear. Bush key in sight on our lee quar- 
ter, Glover's reef on our lee bow, and the 
high mountains of the continent to the 
north-west. About three we went on 
shore on Glover's Key, which is contigu- 
pus to the reef; we had previously caught> 
whilst sailing, several remarkably large 
fine fish. On this Key we obtained an 
abundant supply of cocoa nuts, and plenty 
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of differeijt kinds of shipU ^sh. We re- 
turned on board to dinner at four, and 
immediately after put to sea. Before 
dark we took the Charaibes in tow, they 
leaving expressed thek apprehension of 
parting from us, and. falling in with the 
Spaniards, whom they consider their most 
implacable foes. Our favoural^le wea^ 
•ther continued during the night. 
, Saturday^ 29|h.r— At sun-,ri§e becalmed, 
with heavy rain. At ten a breeze favoured 
us, and shortly after the high mountain 
of Cpngrehoy showed itself, bearing from 
us about south-south-east. A.t one, the 
island of Huatan directly a head in a 
south-east direction, and that of Utila to 
the south-west. In the afternoon be- 
calmed, distant from Ruatan about three 
miles : becalmed also during the. greater 
part of the night. 

. Sunday^ 30th. — For t|ie most part of 
the day the calm continued. At ten we 
dispatched the Charaibes on shore at 
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Ruatan for cocoa nuts;. From the $ek 
thk island aip|>ears singuliu'ly rich and 
beantiful. It is entirely covered with 
trees, of which ti^ cocoa nut is the most 
common. Oaks, pines, and many others^ 
of various descriptions are also abundant 
on it. Ruatan is considerably larger than 
many of the West India island? which are 
cultivated. Its soil, and the natund ad- 
vantages connected with it, might per- 
haps be found in no degree inferior to 
any of th^m. It abounds with deer, 
wild-hogs, Indian rabbits, and birds of 
many species ; parrots are innumerable, 
and their incessant noisy chattering may 
be heard a considerable distance firom th^ 
shore. The Spaniards have a kind of mv 
ntary station or look-out post on thia^^ 
island: this, however, may rather be con- 
sidered as intended to establish then:: 
right to it by occupancy than as a means 
of defence, as the force does not consist 
of more than five or six men« Towards* 
6 
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the evening a breeze springing up, we 
once more pursued our course, and 
shortly afterwards cleared Ruatan, and 
passed the small adjoining islands of 
Helene, Moratte, and Barbarette ; these 
may be deemed only as detached parts 
of the former, being merely separated 
from it, and from each other, by a narrow 
channel of the sea. At sun set we saw 
the island of Bonacca, distant about 
eight leagues. During the whole of the 
night the wind waS adverse and the 
Charaibes had nearly parted from us. 
Hie tow-line of dieir boat having broke. 
° Monday, 30th. — Off the north side of 
Bonacca at day break. A fresh gale from 
the south*east with a long heavy sea roll- 
ing. At nine went on shore. The Cha- 
raibes employed the whole forenoon re- 
pairing their vessel. Some of the Indians, 
almost as soon as we had landed, went 
into the bushes and shot several large 
jparrots^ The part of tlie island we 
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were on was highly romantic and pictu^ 
lesque, and, like Ruatan, profusely cover-^ 
•ed with trees. Its natural productions ap^ 
peared nearly the same. The littte bay- 
in which we anchored was of great depth; 
4nd so transparent that the shell fish and 
coral rocks at the bottom might be clearly 
discerned. On this island we found the 
flies and mosquitoes intolerably trouble- 
some. At four we were again under 
weigh, having previously dispatched the 
Charaibes before us. Towards evening 
we got round Bonacca, our wind blow- 
ing fresh from the south-east, with much 
«(ea. Vivid lightning during the greater 
part of the night. 

. Tuesday, Oct. 1st. — At sun rise six 
leagues from Bonacca ; wiiid blowing 
hard from the north-east, and Truxillo 
bearing from us about south. At ten we 
cast off the Charaibes with spme of the 
Indians to make their way along shore.. 
The main laiid in a south-east direction 
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^om U89 atid distant about eight leagues. 
The wind increased considerably at sun- 
sat, and, as on the preceding night, the 
sea^ ran high. Durii^ the night we got 
round the point of Black-river. It may 
be observed, that on this river there was 
formerly an English Settlement, and very 
extensive plantations of sugar, coffee, &c. 
Wednesday 2d. — Early in the morn- 
ing we were close in with the low lands 
which approximate the Mosquito coun* 
try. From eight until eleven becalmed, 
when we were favoured with a strong sea 
breeze. The whole of the day we coasted 
alcmg the sea beech, which j^xtends many 
miles, and is skirted with a continued 
^ove of palmetto trees. About eight 
in the evening one of our Indian compa- 
nions, flushed, not with the Tuscan grape, 
hat with new Jamaica rum, fell overboard,^ 
but being a most expert swimmer, as in- 
deed are tiie wlM)le of his countrymen, 
he supported himself with little difficulty 
12 
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'untfl we hoisted oiit our boat ^aad gdt^ 
'iiim again on boanL 

Thursday Sd. — ^This morning becalm^ 
red. A boat with Charaibesvisitediis from 
^e shore. Onits leaving us I dispatched 
>a message to Greneral Robinson^ die prin^ 
<dpalof the dbiefs with Whom I had busi- 
nesS) announcing my being near^e place- 
of our destination, and requesting that 
jhe^ with the rest of the chiefs, would give 
me an early meeting. Towards the mid- 
dle of the day we had a pleasant breeze 
£tom the north-west, and passed the mouth 
rfthe river Patook. Our course still con- 
tinued along the shone, which appeared 
.entirely level with scarcely the interrup- 
ftion of an hillock. At noon we were 
abreast of the plantations of our feflow* 
-vdyager, Major Hall, and discovered some 
of his people at work on his grounds..' 
The couiitenahces of the Indians on board ' 
brightened at being agiun so near their ^ 
home« At seven we reached the entnince ' 
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€(f the Sound or Lagoon of CaraUsct. 
Darkness, however, prevented our cross- 
ing the bar, and- we came - to> an anchor 
fjpr the night, and^a most uiq>leasant one 
k. proved from^ a he^vy swelling Bea^ 
which occasioned^our little vessel to roll' 
intolerably*. 
, Friday, 4th.— We got up our anchor 
«t seven, but almost immediately after* 
wards it fell cahn.^^ A bre&ee iqpain £i^ 
nmred us at eleven, and jrelieved us fscffli 
^tbe knost violent heat that perhaps was 
tret fek. We pasaed^tbe bar in a shoiit 
^tme/andvcoitered tiie Lagoon of Carataa- 
•m, mxd Imd to beat up the remainder df 
our voyage, a distance of about two^ 
leagues, in a course directly contrary to- 
the one we had pursued previous to en^ 
tering jiu It was aknost.the same as go-»- 
ing back by the same sea, the space of' 
Und, dividing the navigation wehad left^: 
ftom that we were in, not being morf^^ 
than a lew^undred yards. WevdUpeiAP^^ 
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an anchor off the Settlement of Grata at 
five. The Mosquito Indians have other 
^settlements on both sides of the sound. 
This terminated our little voj^ge, which 
did not prove of as short duration as on 
setting out I was given to expect. Ca- 
ratasca Lagoon is considered by the na- 
tives a day's journey in length : its 
breadth, which is nearly equal through- 
out, may be computed at about ten miles ^ 
it is shallow, and only navigable for ves^ 
sels of small burden. On landing, I was 
immediately received by a Captain Potti^ 
a man of some consequence in the Set- 
tlement of Crata, with most expressive 
marks of friendship and regard, and con- 
ducted by him to his habitation. The 
whole of the inhabitants of the Settle- 
ment soon crowded round me, and from 
all I could discover the same signs of 

* welcome. An excellent supper of fowls, 
eggs, plantains, and the root of the Cas- 

^ «ava, was expeditiously prepared, and I 
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Ao not recollect that I ever made a meal 
with more entire enjoyment. I passed 
the night with my Indian friend. ' Cap* 
tain Potts appeared about sixty years of 
. age, and a more kind, amiable being I 
sever met. His attentions and hospita- 
fity were unceasing. He had three 
, wives; the elder seemed of the same 
years with himself; the youngest cer- 
tainly not more than sixteen ; the other 
.mi^t h^ taken at the medium age of 
both. • 

Saturdi^,5tht— As soon^ I had break- 
'J&sted, I was informed that a house had 
-been prepared for me to occupy during 
my stay. Few houses, I believe, had 
ever been raised with more expedition. 
It was begun and finished in one nighf ; 
and although; not after any known^design 
of architecture J it was comfortable and! 
commodious, sufficiently proof against 
the wesM^hfer, and affording every requi- 
cfitCL convenience for myself and servanti^. 
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(X the , latter I never Meed iibtess aieedi 

"fcNT the unremitted a§sidm^ af the rpta* 

.pleof.tbe coimtfy to be Uttefiil to ane 

would scarGelyiJIow of Uieir inteffereitf9& 

in anj thing. In the 'Ceniw of rtia^ day, 

. numbers th«tI-h^*not-seen onio^ arrival^ 

liviqg cofiAJ^iQitt to Gisfi^.^ame wd paol 

r their ree^pects; bimging ptesrato Qfhejgs^ 

^pcmltry^ &e» &e« I invited three ef^Jilie 

^ppncipid 9ien to dine *witfa rme. JAdler 

iOur meal was coi^cluded, I ^ga¥e seieiB} 

toasts expressive of regard fi)r their m^ 

tion^and for per|MttuatiagA H«tod wider- 

^atanding b«twttfen itmnd Ayowii } all jif 

twhich they per&ctJyriuoiflersto^d and^a* 

ceived with high marten of approbations 

; Sunday, 6jth.*-r-Theptineipal Mosfiitfto ^ 

ebie& wt arriving as I expected, ^in the 

iforenoon I dispatched t)Aer mesBoagasB 

jto hasten them. During the r^nainder 

of the. day I sumiMd myself with th&it 

.lain^es round the Settlement of Crata,, 

jU)d was much delighted with the mmgiei 
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aodi^iiral appav^aaoe of tiie Indioii dweL 
lings, and the very pleasing sdenery 
wMch eTery nrhere {^resented i&elf. I 
eagerly wished dS)r the tastefid pencil of 
a\GSpiii to didtmeate Bome of the many 
agreesdblesubpeois before ^me; for, widK 
oat the ^language of a&ctation^ most 
of diem were n^holly worthy of it. ,At 
ditmer I again entertained tome of the 
natives, and the day terminated aisi hap- 
jpSfy as thepreoeding/one had done. 

McAiday, 7th.— -Early thfe inoming I 
hoA the whole of the prelrents brought on 
shore* My visitors yery mueh increase 
ed; and, at a iitde past four, I had the 
hSonour to receive the expected ^sit of 
General Robinson. I was gieatfy pleas* 
isd with the atibbilify of his deport- 
ment, and the evident satis&ction he <&f 
covered at our meeting. His suite was 
numerous, and the persons who composed 
it conducted themselves towards him with 
the most peifeet respect ^ dd^m^e. 
1 5 -^^ 
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Thegeneraly as well as most of his'st^ 
tehda&ts, was dressed in British. reguBen-t 
talsy with epaulettes, sword^ tash, &c< 
He appeared about thirty years of age/ 
of pleasing features, a strong but actives 
fi>rm, and somewhat above the middle 
height. He seemed likewise possessed 
of that which is not by any means cha- 
racteristic of the Indian, an energetic 
and vigorous dispositicm. Many of the; 
Mosquito people are of a mixed breed, 
between that of the abor%inal and Airi- 
can of the Samba country. General 
Robmson is entirdy of Indian descent* 
The mixed race, however, is consider^ 
more active, industrious, and enterpriz* 
ing than the aboriginal. 

Tuesday^ 8th.— Immediately afbbr 
break&st, invariably atn early one, I 
have always found my house filled with 
visitors since I came to the Settlement^ 
and to such un&shionable lengths have 
these caQs usually extended, that tkey 
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have r^fularly continued until bed-timei 
Under such trials, it may very well be 
believed^ my patience must frequently 
, &ave undergone somewhat too much for 
endurance. The remainder a£ the 
persons with whom I had business came 
in during the day, I' acci»rdingly zp^ 
pointed the next for the distribution of 
the presents. A m^isure which did not 
^jppear displeasing to the greater ntunbet 
<^ those wiu) had beeurfirst with me, ibr 
J could often discover many an anxious 
and impatient eye directed towards^the 
several' packages which lay confusedly 
scattered about within my dwelliog; > 
^ Wednesday, ,9th*— As it might be ex* 
pected^ my appointoient of yesterday 
produeed^an early assemblage of the men 
of Caratasca Soundl tMs fcnrenoom Imt 
mediately after their arxivaL I concluded 
my business with .them. Bjat I must ob* 
serve, that on this oceasipUv like most 
others of the same description, the ra^ 
of content did .not beam from every tye. 
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t jcoidd pkidtydiflmni wmBdl^firiK^*8eQn»* 
ed tx>tCoii8iider*tI]ue fkvoim ofmy^aoniry 
by no means ^topofrtkimte rto tbeir txm 
pectatimi er timit This'iiodoiditrwviild 
alike bave happened had the.^ifts iindt 
vhidi I waa ei^truBted been much imae 
numerous and YaluaUe. By ^ aid of 
that^ however, which often makes matt 
in more tutored sitaationa finrget ^ 
fieowns of fortune,^ a libend >dt$tr^m% 
tion of promise, I was soon, wci^ettk 
iul enough to remove .every: appeaiw 
ance of dissatisftctton. An ok having 
been daughtered finr the oecamui I had 
as many as my fa<wse. ocmld eontain to 
dine wiiCh me, and-^ery tituiig passed 
yffi^ entire harmony. I cannot qmit re^ . 
marfcii]^, that the greater part of mf 
guests, if not tattlefu% or inhionably 
dressed, wore at least splendidly -and va^ 
riotisly so. I really believe the lentiri^ 
costume of Europe, civil and milUary> 
Sox the l^st hundred ye«rs, might at <me 
:\d©w have pf esented itself at my table> 
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AsSi ^batBWT^nBs onoe thought ^fgSLytOiS 
csnaniental ia ihe brillkmt aoidTefitied. 
^cbm.ofljondon or Versailles^ miglft 
peifaaps be nocw Gomklered eqtiaHy so <m 
the :le»3 :pPQliidved shore .^f C»atasca. It 
i^^ had been matter of sar^riise WitJi 
4Bie, to ^what eardify mart lihe venders df 
east*off gaieties in London could condgir 
tf» odd articles frequently decorating 
ihnr doors: this astonishment ctiabed, 
Ahemximeiit my compasgr had collected 
in the Mosquito nation. 

Thtirsday, lOth*— TRie Indian Chieft^; 
w^ thsir interpreter, assembled toge^et 
dds forenoon fw the purpose of iramin^ ^ 
scEitable adknowledg^ncmt for the regard 
that had been shewn them by the British 
gotemment» I obtiuned ^s in the afler- 
ttdon^ when I gave ^lem to understand 
that my departure would take jj^lace with 
all expedition. Generd Robinson pre* 
aented me with "a horse : I had previous!]^ 
requested his acceptance of a pair of pis^ 
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:toki my gorget, and some other tiiler^ 
I had also disposed of afew littlexnatten 
amongst his officers. We again, dined to^- 
^ether; and the expressions of regret 
fyoin all around me at my being about to 
Jeaye the country entirely satisfied me 
that my ccmduct had not been difiqpliea»» 
ing to them. 

Friday, 1 1 th* — Occupied the chief part 
of the forenoon in making arangements 
;for sea. The weathar, however, proi^ed 
quite un&vourahle to our getting ofL It 
rained heavily^ with thunder ; it had thun- 
dered with much vidence almost every 
day since my arrival. Many of the Im 
dians returning to their homes came and 
took leave of me. 

. Saturday, 12th. — The weather boistefi^ 
ous andwet This might truly be^dei 
nominated a day o£ ennui; and though 
within the tropics, the overpowering in4 
fluence of a November day in England 
im perhaps never more.stronglyjrelU. . : 
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^ Sunday 13th.-^The weather contiiined 
entirely against our putting to sea. Du* 
ring the whole of the night it literally 
rained torrents. The heaviest rains in 
JEurope might be considered April show* 
«rs compared to the sheets of water which 
fell here My roof, though of thatch 
resisted the storm surprizingly j but I was 
fiot quite so fortunate in other respects^ 
jtwo sides erf my dwelling being entirely 
«pex^, and one of them on the quarter 
whence tthe storm came^ it meeting vk0 
opposition there, deluged me completely; 
To add to the unpleasantness of the 
whole, vivid ligl^ning^ accompanied by 
4he most awfid thunder, continued in*, 
eessantly until day-break* About three 
the sky became clear, and assumed amild^ 
er appearance^ the wind being likewise 
£ur> we took our depmrttu-e from Crata^ 
Thfe^natives^ on my parting wi^h them^ 
gaye me every assurance of their wishes 
^t my voyage might be: pndsperous wd 
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ihofftt sod ^hat an opporttiiu^ iiii^Bt 
ifieediljr ocair df my behq; deputed .to 
▼iattthemagmh. W« crossed AeLagooa^ 
of Caratfllica in a dioit time, wfacnre I bad 
aaapoiiitiiieht yn& Genetal Boiwisoii^ 
lUid odieTO'df the Chifi&, to receive woam 
}fr&ents ofMock^ &c. &c. for Colonel: 
S«i#.««»^aiud tsame to andior ifiir theil^fati; < 
Xtumtted to ^menticm, that, on getting, 
imder wei^ apd !faoi^ting oor coloois, 
the inhabitants tsf^Crata gave us a salute 
of musquetry, wfaidb our smaH party i»- 
stantly jretumed* 

Monday, l4rth.^-^EarIy this me^ming 
General Robinson came on board oto 
vessel, and shortly afterwards I accom^ 
panied him on shore. Whilst the mattera 
I had to take with me were coUectmg, I- 
amused myself with a walk, of about a. 
mile through a spacious savanna, and the 
acaiery on this side the Lagoon certainlj^^ 
gresdy surpassed that we had left <m the 
other. This safwnna^ for a veiy con^ 
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jideralileiekteiity IbormedaEii entire level 
of contiiitied verdui^c, and of the finest 
.pstnnqge^ skirted on one^side by the 
^wfttor of the Lagoon, and bounded on the 
mother by gentte risit^^hilR The cloinpa 
^fiae fluid ddier lo% tirees, mterspersed 
at ^iMiing distanees ovt^ the whdie, 
:garre then^iew all the af^arance of ti- 
tivated art, and a£R>rded a motft agreeable 
relief to the eye. At the foot of the hills,^ 
the ipood in peaces ^ckenkig, Almost 
4^cyi ftl^ imagkisltton to ecmceive^ 
-^t in the 'bosom of th^se se^ueistere^ 
xfrOf^s itt%ht be f<Mnd the cftnameiitdt 
clweUh^ of stfme tAfifteful owher. lUttt 
^tsmkivtg from this, here aH wjte ^Natiire ft 

The nfi^^nce of Katare> wi4e and wiI4f 
Where undisguised by numtc Art she spreads 
Unbounded beauty to the roving eye, Thom80ii« 

WioG ov^m^ man aeknmi^lediges her al^ 
mmt uncontrolled «ijrtiy. At twelve i[ 
^igim oK^ked, mhen m diaped oitr 
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course for the entrance of the Lagoon^ 
where we arrived at sun-s^t, smd came to 
anchor for the night ; but such a night ! 
Scarcely had I attempted to dose my 
eyes, when a myriad of musquitoes a&d 
.tormenting flies, of every descrq>tioH 
ibund their way on board our vessel, and 
gave me feelingly to un^rstand that it. 
would be vain to seek 

The tiioely dev of slee^. 

Tuesday, I5th^— The forenooir en^ 
ployed in making preparation for sea* 
Several of the Indians whom I had part>> 
tedwith a few d^ys before^ met me at 
our anchprage, and brought with them 
j[M'esents of fruits nnd vegetables* Tk^ 
wind being unfair we remained stationary- 
for the night, and, as on the one preced- 
ing, were again visited by our enemies^he- 
flies. That we should be troubled with 
.kuch company did not app^r exixaordT- 
.nary, when we discovered that the. poor 
mtiyie^p in vhok ^unifies, weiire &jx^ 
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^veiy night during our stay to quit their 
habitations on the shore, where the in- 
convenience was yet felt in a more 
severe degree, to sleep in their little 
barks on the water, to escape such 
liorrid torments. Frequently there were 
-not fewfer than eight or ten of these 
boats around our vessel, and some of 
them ccmtaining not less than fifteen 
persons ; their bed, a few loose leaves i 
their covering, the heavens. 

Wednesday, 16th.— The sea deities 
have never shewn the smallest kindness 
•for me. Ever awaited by fou| winds; 
and who would not complain of fetd 
winds in the latitude of le"" aC in a vessel 
of twelve tons, my allotment of it a space 
of six feet by four, and with no alterna- 
tive, without incurring the danger of 
^ breaking my neck, of continually remain- 
ring prostrate? In such a situation, who 
would deny the natural propriety of the 
^llastem squat^ or ccmld help be^dfnfaiga 
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con vjcrt to th£ singular ej^ons of Wort- 
ley Montague? 

Thursday, 17th.-— A sleepless night;; 
«ot a moiment's truce with the flies* Tb^ 
vnnd «tiU blowing irom the exact quarter 
to. which ^ur course must be shape4»^ 
My stock of pati^ce being quite .;ex-^< 
^lUusted^ I WAS about having recourse Ixv 
philosophy^ but, happily there ww not 
any occasion for it, as at the moment the- 
breeze became somefwhat HMyre^ind^ i^t 
^wewere about putting to sea : i^fain lurose 
41 difficuky^^^^ur vesaet &st a^ound^-^ 
•nowdie v^ (^,'and then the wiodagaib 
^iKTdsfouL 

Ffiday, i«lh*-Ate»it Hie middle of 
4list nighty the horse I had redeivcd a 
.pr^ent from General Robinson, dislfldng^j 
*lus aituation: certainly more than I did 
.mine, bad a&B &und it, jumped over-- 
board.. With mudidiffieidty we got him 
m agaiiii and to prevent fai^ further das- 
gemte atibenij^ta of thekind,i8ecured.huKL^ 
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friends of Cmta, learning our detention,, 
Idndly sent the half of a fine hog. It 
)came most q^ortunely, and prevented^ 
a s€9itence being carried into execution, 
nehich had been previously passed- on 
isome of the poifltry in our coops. 

Saturday, i 9th.— Our prospect not 
^uneni&ng, the esptsin of our vessel sug*^ 
qgested a return to our former station, the 
Indian Settlement '' What is t&e life of, 
4nan! Is it not to shift from side to side^ 
£rom sorrow to sorrow! To button up 
^oiie cause of vexation, and to unbutton 
another?'* So writes Sterne, and who 
t»n disagree wiA him ? Hope prevail- 
ii^ that a change might suddenly hap- 
pai in our fevour, we remained at our- 
•anchorage* 

Sunday, 20th. ^ 

Monday,~2lst } At anchor; 

Tuesday, 22d.J 

Wednesday, .2fd*— At^ noon, the weo*- 
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tber looking more kind, and the wind- 
proving less adverse, we weighed anchor^^ 
and once more passed the bar of Car»>; 
tasca. On the outside of it, we found # * 
very heavy sea, but our breeze proving 
yet more fair, this was no very painful 
inconvenience. 

Thursday, 24th. — Lightshoweraduring 
the morning, with a moderate breeze firom 
the east-south-east. The remainder of 
the day fine and pleasant. At night the 
wind was entirely against us. 

Friday, 25th, — The wind from the 
north-east, with much sea. Bonacca in 
sight, bearing from us north-west, distant 
about five leagues* At twelve becalmed, 
wiA raih and thunder. Towards even** 
ing^ we had a breeze which soon increase 
ed to a gale, and that blew during the 
whole night with great violence. The 
rain fell in tori'ents, and the sea continu- 
ally breaking over our small vessel ren- 
dered our situ^on extremely unpleasant. 
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i liave before menticmed my circum- 
dcribed sphere on board, a space of six' 
feet by four j this could not be found 
very agreeable during our finest weather, 
but how much worse did it prove this 
night, when the hatches were necessarily 
forced to be closed ? but which, though 
I was nearly deprived of the power of 
respiration, did not prevent my being 
almost drowned with sea and rain. 

Saturxiay, 26th. — The storm did not 
abate until the afternoon of this day, at 
which.time we made the small island of 
Barbarette^ not without some danger, 
frcmi the violence of the «ea and the nar* 
rowness of a passage between the rocks. 
We gained a tolerably good anchorage, 
and the weather still appearing relentless, 
I went on shore and built a hut on the 
beach. This was reared in a few mi- 
nutes : it required only a few posts, and 
the leaves of the cocoa-nut tree, or of the 
palmetto } and such materials were every 
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nrhere around. u& We had good firea 
made, cooked a rough repast, a^d pre- 
pared for deep. I do nOjC koowhow. mst^ 
ters were with my fellow voyagers^ but 
they passed rather indiflfermtly with my* 
self. It continued to rain heavily during^ 
the night, and the ground^ and lewes 
which fcormed my bed, being esJremely 
wet, rendered my situation cold, diimp^. 
and uncomfortable. 

Sunday, 27th.— The storm returned 
with added violence. Our little racaoo|h 
ment, if not thoroughly weather. proo^ 
was at l^ast more pleasant than remaining 
on boanlr Some of the Indians rambling 
this forenoon along the sea beach, met 
with a fortunate, though here liot ^tli 
uncommon prize, a nest of turtle's eggs 
containing about 1^0. One of the sol- 
diers aloQg with me also shot an Indian, 
rabbit, an animal something larger thni^i 
a hare, the flesh of which is coosidered 
very deliciU;e» We r€i$ted on the iakmd^ 
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and rather ifi a better way than on the 
preceding night. 

Monday 28th. — ^During the forenoon 
1 endeavoured to make some way oh Bar- 
barette, and,if possible, to ascend the high 
hifls which immediately overtopped our 
station. However, I soon found this im* 
practicable, from the extremely thick 
underwood which in every direction op- 
posed my progress. With considerable 
feluctance I was therefore forced at a 
late hour to abandon the attempt. 

Tuesday, 29th* — ^Were it not for that 
ifertile and never-failing theme, the wea# 
ther, of what would the greater part of 
the narratives of most voyagers and tra- 
vellers consist ? And certainly on this 
occa^on, ours has been as various as the 
most epicurean Weather-monger could 
wish. It rained throughout the night, 
and our lodging was in no shape enviable. 
As well as we were able^ we endea- 
voured, however, to remain content 

K 
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** with our hard fate on the ccUd ground.** 

I before 'mentioned the danger we were 

in irom the sea and rocks of Barbarette : 

• 

my occasional walks along the beach have 
fully discovered, that our escape may 
not be considered the least fortunate 
event ; hulls, masts, spars, &c. &c. the 
vestiges of former shipwreck, presenting 
themselves in every direction. The dis- 
appointment I felt yesterday forenoon, 
in not being able to gain the high land, 
served but to increase my ardour for 
another attempt this day. This was 
greatly encouraged at noon by the wea- 
ther turning out particularly fine. An 
Indian bore me company, but not in the 
Way of guide, as he was quite as ignorant, 
of the way of ascending as myself. After 
a walk of about a mile and a half along 
the beach, in a contrary course to the one 
I bad pursued the day before, we came 
to the rocks, and here, although our pro- 
gress seemed less difficult to the eye, it 
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scarcely presented fewer obstacles to the 
feet. Difficulties, however, sink before 
determination. I was resolved to mount : 
t# it therefore I went with hands and 
knees. After some trouble, I gained a 
firm station on a tolerable eminence: and 
without resorting t6 the extravagant and 
affected language sometimes used on si- 
milar occasions, I might truly say, the 
whole was enchantingly beautiful and 
picturesque. The spot on which I stood 
might be connected with a space of some- 
what more than half an ad*e, entirely 
clear of trees, growing with high and 
luxuriant grass. Beyond this the whole 
became a thick continued grove, 

— Where scarce a speck of day 
Falls on the lengtben'd gloom. Thomson. 

At the bottom of the rock, the sea 
rolled with loud and haughty sway : and 
4he confused masses of slone, which lay 
1C2 
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scjtttered about, at once confessed its^ 
Uacontrdbble dominion. 

Immediately opposite to this part <^ 
the island of Baibarette, a^ die distance 
i^ about a league, is ^aced the small ad« 
joining island of Moratte. On the south- 
eastt as far as the eye could reach, the 
high dark mountains of the continent in 
the neighbourhood of Truxillo termi- 
nated the view. In every other dh-ec- 
tion, the rest was sea. Cut*iosity not be- 
ing yet satisfied, on looking around, my 
ambition aimed at a greater height : this 
could not be accomplished without firstt 
descending and searching anodier way 
up the rocks, a few hundred yards further 
along the shore, and this offered itself. I 
once more, but with increased difficulty, 
and certainly with much more danger, 
ascend^ : and if every thing before was 
pleasing, here all was grand. The height 
I gained wba ccHisideraUe ; the objects 
5 
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beoeajbh had become qiiote dimiirwhed, 
whilst the sea rdiled vrith added violence, 
^nd th^ rented frags seemed armed wilh 
terrors,^ which bdow, or in getting ii|s I 
did not discover or leeL I omit the 
description of Dover^rliff oat this occa- 
wm^ and abstain from reeonnting the 
precise number of scrapes and scratches 
which awaited my progress^ The former 
18 regularly served up whenever a hiU or 
mountoin is spoken of^ fiom the one of 
Higfagate to those of the Andes. The 
.^ery pleasing way in which the greater 
part of this day had bec& ooeupied al- 
most compensated for all that had proved 
uiqpJeasant during my voyage. 

Wednesday, SOth.~-Last nightly the 
most flattering signs of change were be* 
fore U&. At day-break, the whole had 
vanished, and heavy gusts of wind with 
rain gave us feelingly to understand that 
our d^arture from.Barbarette would be 
forther protracted. To add to oiir other 
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complaints, we were assailed in bur but 
by a host of uncommonly large ants, 
which proved altogether as troijblesomp 
as the flies of Caratasca. At noofi the 
weather clearing, I again sallied forth, 
but a firesh storm arising, I was soon 
obliged to return. My excursion how- 
ever, short as it was, did hot terminate 
without an adventure. One of my ser- 
vants, a few paces before me, passing 
through a thicket to avoid being top near 
the edge of a' projecting rock, suddenly 
darted back with a loud exclamation. 
On my, examining into the cause of this^ 
the man certainly had very fair occasion 
for so violent an expression of his fears : 
he had just escaped the danger of placing 
his foot on the largest snake I ever be- 
held. It lay half hidden in the grass. - 

In labyrinth of many a round self-roll'd. Miltok. 

We instantly destroyed the reptile with 
an Indian lance I had with me. The ex- 
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treme bulk of it occasioned me to have 
it dragged to our hut and opened, when 
we found in its inside an Indian rabbit 
entire. I have before remarked that this 
animal is about the size of an English 
hare; and this did not appear a small 
specimen of the kind. Certainly the 
power of fascination, as it has often been 
contended, or a very extraordinary share 
of stratagem, must be the natural pro- 
perty of some species of the snake ; or 
why animals, at least as wary, and cer- 
tainly possessed of much superior powers 
of swiftness, are thus surprised, must oc- 
casion some astonishment. 

Thursday, 31st. — Yesterday completed 
our eighth day since we departed from 
the mouth of Caratasca Lagoon. With 
a tolerably fair wind, it is little more than 
a day's sail from the place we were now 
at. And what I had feared would be the 
consequence of so tedious a voyage be- 
gan now to present itself, a scarcity of 
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provisioii8« But an excursion of some of 
the Indians, mj fellow voyagers, into the 
If oods was attended this forenoon with 
particularly good fortune. They returned 
with no less than five wild hogs. ^^ Not 
larger or fatter ever ranged the Lucaniaa 
forests^*' To an Indian the alternate vi*» 
cissitudes of fasting and feasting ara 
common opcurrences. Those with me^ 
for some days, had partaken rather large* 
]y of the former dish; chance having 
now placed one of more substantial sl^pa 
before theqi, they determined not to let 
the advantage escape them. The fivQ 
hogs were barbecued at once-r-4 Ronuui 
faeall # 

The company 900a collected round iia 
immense fire in firont of my habitation. 
An Indian youth occasionally regaled his 
fellows with a tune oa an instrument pe^ 
culiar to their country. Much coi|kl 
not be said of the sweetness of its t<H»e9, 
or the skill of the^ perfi;>np^]? on iUi but 
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t» tliejr seemed gtm&j defij^ted with 
hethy that I was not eqttaUy channed, 
must m aB probability hare been owing 
te^ my wa»t of ear or taste fw Mosqmt6 
music. Nor did the repast cease, day or 
Bi^t, except for sbort intervals granted 
io sleep, until the fihoh was consumed. 
There are many Biode» of driving oft 
care : some do it by steeping j others at- 
tempt it by drinking^ an Indian does it 
c^flfectually by eating. 

^^^^^•^Oo the Maadof 

■ , ^* I Barbarette. 

Sunday^ S. } 

Monday, 4tb. — Inee^ant stonrnr oi 

wind and rain^ ^ King William was of 

^>pttn(m, 2md please^ yoifr honour, quolJv 

Trim, that every thing was pr edestibed 

for U6 in this world.** It hcis ever been 

my fortune, in cox^tradictton to every 

wi^ of my own, to have something con-* 

tinually to dk> with the sea. Now had: 

my inclination been in the least degreot 
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consulted in this matter, it would, leitb* 
out hesitation, have at once negatived 
my ever putting foot on ship-board. I 
had rather, were it possible, and the 
strength and spirits were given to sup* 
port me in the attempt, make the tour 
of the world on foot, nay, I had almost 
said, barefooted, than pass the narrow 
strait between Dover and. Calais. Du- 
ring a short walk this morning, an old 
Indian with a most. woeful countenance 
told me he was afraid Potpruan would 
seize the whole of us, should wc remain 
much longer on Barbarette. This was a 
most serious piece of intelligence, for 
Potpruan, in the Mosquito vocabulary, is 
no less a personage than Death, whose 
fell power oft 

Shakes the feeble propi of human trust. Popb» 

I was half way on the same road of 
thought before the old man opened his 
mouth : this hurried me to the end of it 
with precipitation. 
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Tuesday, 5th. — The night was passed 
in my old residence, the hut on shore, 
but without sleep durmg any portion of 
it, owing to the vexatious tormentj of 
a vile insect called the sand-fly. Such 
now became my anxiety to make our 
way, that this mornings, though the wind 
was fa^ &om fair, I suggested putting to 
sea. We therefore quitted Barbarette at 
eleven, and passed between it and the 
adjacent island o£ Moratte. I have al* 
ready observed, that the passage between 
these islandis is narrow and hazardous, 
and that none but smsdl vessels can safe-- 
ly attempt it. The reef which runs pa* 
rallel with them is also dangerous andi 
rocky. The sea on the outside ran ex- ' 
tremdy high ; and the wind shortly after 
became entirely opposed to us. ^By per- 
severing, however, we succeeded in agaia 
making the larger island of Ruatan. Here 
our further progress was suddenly stopped 
by the breaking in two of our main^boom* 
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As it wi^^ now taipo69ihle to pfoeeed^ we 
laade the heat way we co\M towards t]w 
skoxei to find a place of anchorage^ t^t 
we might repair our damage : this waa 
gained about «ti hOur aftet we had mefc 
with our accident i and some of the Iut 
dians and myself went on shore with om 
guns m search of gan>e : but the disr 
covery of som^ human tracks on thd 
sand caused my compamons inuttediateijr 
to decline the pursuits The island of 
Kuatan,, as has be^i previously remark* 
ed, bekm^ to Spa^9 and on it is retained 
a small miUtiM^y st^^ion. Tim ciscum- 
stance ini^tantly occasioned the Mos^ 
quito«men to determine, that the tracks 
they had seen could be no other, than 
those of the Spaniards, and aa qiikldy 
urged them to return on boanL 

Wednesday, 6th*— The momit)^ pro^i 
n^ fbi^ and pleasant, and our damage 
hm^ repaired, we lost no time in gefri 
ting under weigh. The course we pur^ 
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medkij) qlose in wkb the shore; witk 
eny other but a vcisei of smaU burden 
tkis would have been impracticable fh)m 
tbe Bumerousb coraUrocks ia the passage^ 
Thesde of the isbadof Ruatanvepassed 
appeared hiUy aqd covered vdik wood; 
The continued length ef the beach, which 
» cofi^fttited at ten leagisLe^ is m entire 
gcove af cocoa<nut trees. Towards the 
middle of the day we were beodmed^ 
with rain and much heavy thunder. 
Thursday, Tth.-^ At anchor off Ruatanw 
Friday, 8th.*i-^^Moming» Weremmned 
at anchor, but the weather consideraMy 
amending about noon we once more put 
«a sea* The early part of the mght was 
ine and pleasant with a fitvourablo breeze 
ftom the N. £. Towards tlie middle ^ 
it, the sky became thidcty overcast, smd 
liie wind greatfy mcreased. 
' Saturday^ 9tb. — M day break it blew^ 
a gale, but happily horn the right quiir* 
ten We were ownpletely drenched firom 
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the sea continually breaking over us* 
At two in the afternoon, we once more 
discovered Glovtt's-reef immediately a^ 
head of us, and at four got to anchor at 
the key of the same name, the place we 
called at on our passage out. 

Sunday, 10th. — At anchor, the wind 
blowing with great violence from the 
N.N.W. With a moderate and fidr 
breeze, we were naw within eight houra 
sail of the end of our voyage, a con* 
viction that could not in any way con- 
tribute to render the situation to which 
we were fixed agreeable. The north- 
west winds, or iu)rths, as they are termed 
in this part o^ the world, prevail at this 
season of the year, and bfow with little 
vmation frequently for a continuahce of 
some weeks* Yesterday finished my last 
plantain ; to a single one I had beea^ 
limited for several days, our bread hav«* 
ing long been expended*. 
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Monday, llth.^ 

Tuesday, 12th. > At anchor. 

Wednesday, 1 Sth, J 

Thursday, 14th. — This morning the 
wind shifted a little in our favour, and 
we were soon under sail. Shortly after- 
wards the high mountains of the con- 
tinent again appeared bearing from us 
W.S.W. The day continued fine until 
towards evening, when it rained and 
thundered. The wind- not proving alto- 
gether fair, we attempted to get under 
the main land to catch the breeze from 
the shore, and at day-break we were off 
the small settlement of MuUin's river, a 
distance of about twenty leagues from 
our home. The wind being now entirely 
against us, I went on shore at this Settle-- 
ment, and obtained from the kindness 
and hospitality of a mulatto woman, an 
inhabitant of it, an excellent breakfast of 
tea, bread, eggs, &c. The samen^s, 
and Im^y add, the spareness of the diet^ 
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on which I had fiired so inaRy^ ^yn 
before, gave this repast a zest ^^jumaual 
excellence. But I cannot he^ most 
grateftiUy observing^ that in the midBt of 
sn madni adverse weather, it must erer 
he considered a yery fortunate ckcum^ 
stance, that it awaited us in situations 
w happily &nned by nature for the con* 
lenience of man. For, of the different 
idandla among which we had been so 
many days delayed, I bdieve scarcely 
one could be feund that would not be 
capable, from the 6uits w^h which at. 
most seasons k abounds, of aflS^i dhig him 
austenance for a considerate time. 

Friday, l5tb.~Aflera night of mueh^ 
anaietj, and continual taddng, return* 
mg day brought taoiirview» the pleasing^ 
sight of Bafizeatas&ortd&tanee-; and 
w^h it, the still moi^e agreeaUe prospeet^ 
of a speedy termination to euv ¥oyi^» 
'J^hdr wind towardd nooa^ was entir^ 
f«vourahle» At tfar^e the mohor dr(^ , 
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ped. I immediately landed, and as I 
walked to head-quarters, felt still more 
confirmed in my attachment to terra 
firma, and abhorrence of all maritime 
excursions. 
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SKETCHES 
MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 

Of «■■ 

MOSQUITO INDIANS. 



Peaeefbl beneath primeTal treet 

WM ii the world to them t 
It! pomp, its plearare, and Om Bomeme all ! 

Taoinoir. 



JL HE Mosquito Indians inhabit a con- 
siderable space of country on the conti- 
nent of America, nearly extending from 
Point Castile, or Cape Honduras, the 
southern point of the Bay of Truxillo, to 
the northern branch of the river Ni- 
caragua, called usually St. Juan's; and 
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comprehending within these limits nearly 
100 leagues of land on the sea coast, from 
latitude 11 to 16 deg. A chain of high 
mountains may be considered as the na- 
tural barrier between their nation and 
the Spanish possessions in this part of the 
wortd. 

These people have long l)een in al- 
liance with the King of Great Britain, 
and entertain generally a most exalted 
opmion of the jiMtice and magnanimity 
of the English^ and a perfect detestation 
oftheirc^hboura the Spaniards. Atra< 
dition has long prevailed amongst them, 
that the grey-eyed people, meaning the 
English, have been particularly appoint- 
td to protect diem (torn oppression or 
bondage. And tiiey may enviably be 
classed with the very few tribes whose 
liberties have remained uninternqpted hf 
Europeaa aggression on this nde the At- 
lantic 

The nil tliey inhabit -ie ahim^mtfy 
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{ertile, and capable of man^ modes of 
culttvatioiu Indian com of tt|e finest 
quality, plantains, cassava^root, y&neties 
of the yam and sweet potatoe, ate plen- 
tifully raised from it. The sugar-cane, 
cotton and tobacco thrive equally well ; 
and in the mountainous situations, coflfee, 
no doubt, might be produced, not in- 
feior to that which is raised in the West 
India Islands. 

In this country there is also plenty of 
mahogany, and many other kinds of wood, 
which might probably meet the purposes 
of ornamental use" extremely well. Bat 
the entire want of harbours of sufficient 
depth for any vessels but those ^ of the 
smallest Iwrden must prev^it any ma- 
terial^ advantage resulting from these 
sources. Several species of dye-wood 
are likewise found, some of which are 
used in colouring a coarse kind of cloth, 
the manu&cture of the natives. We 
learn from Mr. Edwards, Hist. West 
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ladies, vol i. p. 55, 5€y that as early as 
the discovery of Columbus, the people of 
the islands he visited were fouhd abun- 
dantly furnished with a substantial cottdn 
cloth of native manufacture. This they 
stained with various colours, but the one 
they most admired was red. A common 
origin, to go no further, may perhaps be 
affixed to the inhabitants of the difierent 
islands in this part of the Western world 
and the people of the adjacent continent j 
hence the striking conformity in man- 
ners, customs, &c., which have been so 
frequenty traced as characteristic of both. 

The rivers flowing through this exten- 
sive country are very numerous, and most 
of them are navigable a considerable dis- 
tance for canoes or small vessels. TKe 
many spacious Lagoons with which it 
abounds render it also, in a picturesque 
point of view, singularly interesting. 

Of the former, the most deserving of 
notice are. Black, or Rio-Tinto, Flan- 
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tain, Patook, Pojrers, great and little. 
Cape, Coree, Towkcas, Bluefields, &c. 
Of the latter. Black-river, Brewers, Cara- 
tasca, Wava, Pearl-key, Blue-fields, &c. 

Fishes of infinite variety are the inha- 
bitants of both J and the neighbouring 
grounds abound with deer, antelopes^ 
warree, and peccary. Birds of various 
species, adorned with all the richness of 
plumage so peculiar to tropical situa- 
tions, enliven every spot. And the whole 
of these may be viewed as almost holding 
an undisturbed possession of their native 
haunts J for necessity alone, and that of 
the most imperious kind, can ever impel 
the Indian to seek for either. 

The cattle are small, but, from the 
vast extent and excellence of the pas- 
turage, the meat they supply is fat and 
extremely well flavoured. Horses are 
also very numerous, and, though generally 
small, not unhandsome. Hogs are raised 
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M eyArMfAionry numbers ; and poidtry 
of sdi kinds is Abundant and large. 
' Many of the Mosqnito Indians are o^ 
a mixed breed, between that of the abo- 
r^inal and tile negro of the Sateba coun- 
try. Accident prodticed this variety, 
fiom the circmtistimce of an Afncaa 
slave-ship, many years past, having been 
wrecked on their coast, from which se- 
veral women were saved, and who were 
immediately chosen by the natives for 
wives. 

The men in general are athletic and 
well formed. Their height, on an aver- 
age, may be taken at five feet eight. 
The women are frequently handsome^ 
iheir children, when young, are parti- 
cularly so. Their habits and intercourse 
with each other denote much affection, 
the old and the young being foimd in 
continual association. 

They wear little cloathing. Sddom 
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any thing more, men and women, than 
a small kind of wrapper, which reaches 
ftom the lower part erf the waist to the 
middle of the thigh. On particular oc- 
casions, the chief men usually appear 
in British regimentals, the military tides 
of which nation they invjuiably adopt. 
Many of them hold commissions from the 
Governor of Jamaica^ and from his Ma- 
jesty's Superintendant of Honduras. The 
women are in the habit of decorating 
their persons with a profusion of beads, 
to which species of finery they are pas- 
sionately attached, and very commonly 
paint their faces and necks with a kind 
of red ochre, which is found in their 
coimtry. Tlieir children go entirely 
naked; and, when young, are always 
borne' on the back of the mother. 
Amongst these people, all the offices 
of the domestic kind are exclusively per. 
formed by the female : the male would 
be degraded by such services. 



d by Google 



818 MANNBM Aim CUSTOMS^ 

Their dwellings are formed in a j&tyle 
of the rudest jBin^pticity, being little more 
than a number of rough p<^ placed per^ 
pendiculariy in the ground^ and nx^edr 
with the leaves of.ti^ palmetto tre^ 
.\Fhey are usually large, and left entirely 
openatthesides* Thefloor isc^clay, and ia 
the centre <rf it is the fire-place. These 
habitations seldom contam mdre than one 
apartment, and this commonly afibrds ac* 
commodation to several families. The: 
bed of each, a mat, is placed on what is 
called a harbecuj a frame made of sticky 
and raised a few feet from the grotuid* 
This, with a few earthen pots for coc^ery, 
are the chief articles of frtrniture. 

The governnaent of \h& Mosquito Inr 
dians is hereditary J and a very exact and 
perfect idea of the British law of suc- 
cession is entertained by tiiem. It is a 
subject which ei^ag^ much of their at^ 
tention, from its having long been one of 
close imitation amongst themselves. Iq^ 
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deed» it would perhafML be finmd, that 
many poiota erf* our ^ctrine of prinuv 
gemture are much mcxre accurate^ un- 
derstood by these pec^Ie than by some 
vrho are more immediatdy interested in 
sucih di8Cussiofis« It certainly is not un- 
fi^equent to find Indians in this nation, at 
least those of the superior ckss, capable 
cf discoursing on mich topics with a pre- 
cii^caa, tha4: might reflect no discredit on a 
civilian. 

The late King/ Geoi^e, was mur- 
d^ed, and his death attributed very 
c^nly to the designs of his brc^her. 
Prince Stq^^en. The former was unal- 
terably attadied to the English; the 
latter, it is confidently pronounced, has 
been seduced by bribery to very opposite 
interests, and with which he has sedu- 
lc»ifily attem{^:ed to infect his countrymen. 
The schemes of Prince Stephen, how- 
ever, have met with littLe success ; which 
ha&IMrincipally arisen £rom the iinremitf ed . 
l2 
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and active vigilance of General Robinson, 
one of the next persons in point of conse- 
quence to the royal family, and who con- 
t rives to preserve a kind of regency untij 
the son and heir of the late king shall 
become of age to take upon himself the 
business of government. The present 
king is but a youth, and some years ag0 
was sent to Jamaica to be educated under 
the direction and guidance of the Govert 
nor of that island. 

Tlie laws of these people are simple and 
concise. Tlxe legislative and judicial 
power, as it usually happens in nation? 
where no fixed principles, of either have 
been acquired, resides. exclusively in the 
will of him who governs. The king, or 
chief, is completely despotic. Whenever 
he dispatches a messenger, his commands 
are always accompanied by his cane: thfe 
token establishes the credibility of the 
bearer, and a sudden compliance with the 
purport of his errand. In this way da» 
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crees are enforced, the punishment due 
to offence remitted, or the severest sen- 
tence annexed to it carried into instant 
Execution.* 

They have one law against adultery 
which has something curious in it. The 
fine imposed on the offender is, that he 
pay the injured husband an ox. This 
penalty^ the head man of the particular 
tribe to which the adulterer belongs, is 
strictJy bound by long custom to see 
punctually complied with, or one of his 
own cattle maybe taken as a lawful indem- 
nity. Should the latter happen^ the chief 
then exacts, as an equivalent for what he 
loses by the offence, a stated period of ser- 
vitude from the offender. 

In this country there is neither priest, 
physician, or lawyer ; but there is a pro- 
fessOT of another science, who commonly 



• See Robertson's Mist America^ Vol. iii. p, 333, 
10th Ed. 



d by Google 



\ 



'^92 MAKKEItS AND CUSTOMS 

Mnites the duties of the iJtiee ; ti» is die 
Sokee, or Conjum, a person of higk im- 
portaaoe^ and whose occult ddll is ever 
regarded with the deepest and tooA ioi- 
pfidt veneratioB. 

They have no aiodes of public worsiitp, 
iK>r cmiM any partKular &rms of religMBS 
persuason be £mnd io prevail amongirt 
them. There is littie doubt, however^ of 
their paying adoration to evil spirits, from 
a Hnngular belirf which is entertained, 
that they have much more inconvenienee 
to apprehend from the influence of ibe 
bad than the good, 

la ^common with monA, if not with aH 
irude liibes, polygamy is iredy allowed, 
and a plurality of wives is tiie privilege 
^every hudband m tbe Mosqpito nation ; 
^ut pei^ps k has seldom been indulged 
in equal extent in any ^ooutO^ry. Many 
men here claim from two to six wives ; 
few can be found satisfied with one : their 
late king surpassed all his subjects in this 
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respect, lie <^lmmed no ie£» than twenty 
two ! His Mosquito Majesty might retj 
well have exclaimed with honest LmnK 
celot — ^^ Alas ! fifteen wives is nodiitig.^ 
At the same time it may be observed, that 
this circumstance is attended with &r less 
inconvenieRce tban might posstt>ly be 
iband annexed to it in most ether sitiM^ 
tioBS, tlie numerous claimants for tlie 
irffectioQ 4^ favoar of their loj?d liev* 
"^covering the least jealousy or hatred 
4owBixls ea/ch otheur^ 

The females Bpe taken t^r wl^es at a 
^ry tender age, ^i^eqneiitfy^ when they 
hwe scaMely aMMied their te»di yeas. 
At the hour of tlioir birtdi, the Jeontract 
&T their 'destibrntion in this reqpeot mmtit 
uncommonly formed widi tbe husband 
tas^ their parents. And &om whait 
would 8eemso{>remature an engagememt, 
thalt which usually discovers itself in this 
«sex nmst be ^cpected to happen, an 
^early ^^ppearanoi of advanced years. It 
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is Iikewi:5e observed, a niatural conse- 
quence of the above, that the duration 
of life between the sexes is foupd greatly 
disproportionate. . 

A singular custom is scrupulously oj^i 
served by the women of this nation. At 
the time of parturition, an habitation is 
prepared &r them in the deepest recesses 
of the woods, to which, with a female 
assistant, they retire, and where they rq- 
main secluded from every eye for a stated 
period. This past, a public lustration of 
themselves ando&prisg must take place 
previous to their being again ad^iitted to 
.*he society of their relatives apd friends* 

These Indians may in one r^pect be 
thought to resemble the Improvisatori of 
some other countries. Their metric^ 
effusions being entirely spontaneous, and 
usually thrown into a kind pf measure, 
which, if it be rude and uncultivated, 
possesses, nevertheless, something pecu- 
Jiarly soft and plaintive to recommend it 
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The subjects which excite their verse are 
chiefly of the latter description. 

In a political point of view^ an alliance 
with the Mosquito Indians can be con- 
sidered but of relative importance. 
They hold little pretention to the cha- 
racter of warlike, the last quality, how- 
ever, that humanity might wish to con- 
template them iilj nor are there any 
advantages of a commercial nature re- 
sulting from such connexion. The im- 
placable enmity they have ever borne 
towards one nation, our frequent foe, 
from what cause it may be unnecessary 
to inquire, is perhaps the best claim they 
^can offer for the extension of our friend- 
ship. 

This nation cannot number at the ut- 
most more than 1500 or 2000 men 
capable of using arms. Immediately con- 
tiguous to it are two other tribes^ called 
the Poyers and the Towkcas. These 
people are more numerous, and consider- 
l5 
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td much more enterpitsmg sod ^bnrre, 
although they trc tributary to the former, 
and have been so*from time immemorial. 
The acknowledgment of this dependance 
t3 expressed by the annual payment ei a 
certain number oT cattle. But neifllc^ 
the Ppyers or Towkcas possess aany thing 
like the civilization of the Mosquito peo- 
ple. Hence unquestiohaWy the csuHse 
and continuance of their vassalage. 

In ccmclusion, from all that could be 
observed during a short residence b- 
mongst these Indians, it appeared they 
were living in the enjoyment of mudi 
social happiness, and with a compa;rative 
degree of plerrty. That their comforts 
and convenience might be greatly in- 
creased Mrere tfiey more industrious, 
seemed no less obvious ; but exertion of 
any kind is in no shape their character- 
istic. 
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the Mosquito Ttmgue. . , 



Cortee God,«r Moon; 

liapta ..•••• Sim. 

Too ..Day 

Toma Nigbt 

Teetan. ..... Monw^ 

Tootenee... . . Afternoooi 

Tusba Lsmd 

Corboo .... Sea 

Passa .. Wind; 

Lee Rain 

Alwonna .... Tliundpc 

JPowU . . ti^tniag; . . 

AwoUa. . . . .^. River 

Ootla . . ... . House 

Bip . . . . . . . . Cow,<h: Bailli 

Oras ....... .Horse 

Querco Hog 

Cullila ..Fowl 
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Yowell ••••«• Dog 
Wykenar . • . • Man 
M)rrin ..•••• Woman 

Lupee Child 

Opliker Friend 

Oplawalla . . . Enemy ' f 

Isau Father 

Yaptee Mother 

Luper-Myrin .Daughter 

Moyka Brother 

J^ykera Sisrter 

Dama Grand&ther 

Coka Grandmother 

Wykenikee . . Husband 

1Woya Wife 

Weeta Chief 

Wyteniva . . • Head, chief,- or first man 

Iclarbare .... War 

Markaswip . . Peace ^ * 

Warmanana .. Soldier 

Rokpuse .... Gun 

Rokpuse-tara. Great Gun 

Tara Great ' -^, 



d by Google 



229 

Mun Me 

Nowree . • • . You 
Balamna .... I come 
Makhomenaor|^ 

Makwopee } ^ 
Yamnee .... Good 

Soura Bad 

Wollosma . . . Hear me 

Nee I hear 

Ploonadogsa . Hunger, or I am hungry 
Ploonaryka . . Give me to eat 
Mislaryka . . . Give me to drink 
Outlaryka . . Give me lodging 

Oya Corn, or bread 

Weree .••••• I anr sick 
Weree-dowkeel am very sick 
Potpruan .... Death 

Yapee Sleep 

Itenikee ... .A rest, or loll 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



METEOROlJMICAL TABLE 
Kept at BaliMe m the S^ of Honduras. 



FEBRUARY, 1806. 



Hei|:btoff^ahreiilieU!s . 


J 1 ^ 


Thermometer. 








Glefleral!St«(e of Wetther. 


Dtrof 

Month. 


MornJ 


*Hoon. 


Winds. 


1 


70 


83 


V. 


MoRiiBg rain. NoooiClear 


2 


60 


83 


E.S.E. 


Clear<&nd fine 


3 


68 


81 


E. ■ 


Clear 


4 


71 


80 


E.fiJl.* 


•Clear 


5 


74 


m 


M. • 


Oear 


6 


79 


82 


E. 


Clear 


7 


80 


80 


N.E. 


iCtear 


8 


79 


81 


E. 


Clear 


9 


70 


80 


S.«. 


Showery duFiiig Ihe di|y 


10 


78 


82 


S.£ 


Ditta 


H , 


70 


81 


E.S.£. 


Clear 


12 


78 


80 


E. 


Clear 


13 


80 


81 


8JB. 


Clear 


14 


81 


81 


SwE. 


lOccasioDal A^wers 


15 


73 


80 


N. 


Momiog fofsiff. Noon Am 


16 


71 


78 


N.B. ' 


Cloudy with rain 


17 


72 


80 


JB. 


Rain 


18 


76 


79 


E.N.B. 


Clear 


19 


78 


80 


E. 


iClear 


80 


79 


8rl 


E. 


Clear 


21 


76 


80 


E. 


Clear 


22 


75 


82 


E.NJE. 


'Momiiif rain. Kaomclcar 


23 


78 


82 


£.».£. 


iRaiiu Strong bi^OMs 


24 


71 


78 


N.fi. ' 


iRahi 


25 


74 


79 


N. 


(Rain 


426 


72 


78 


V. 


•Rain. Strong wfnCs 


m 


71 


79 


N, 


Clear. Ditto win^ 


^ : 


68 


79 


N. 





^ematks, — ^Heavy tain generaUy during the nigbt) Se- 
quent heavy showers in the day. This mopll^liLeiifg included 
In Ttbat is denoted the dry season^ the jftios that^hUFeiallfiP 
haye, therefore, been conaidered unusual. 
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MARCH, i806. 



Height of F. 'up. 


ihe.i'a 




TUermoiiififr, | 










General Slate of Weather. 


l>«y of iioro. 


Noon. 


Wmdt. 


Month. 










1 


08 


80 


N. 


Clear 


8 


09 


IS 


N. 


Cl^r 


3 


69 


75 


N. 


Cloudy and moist 


4 


74 


78 


N.E. 


CloHdy and wet 


5 


76 


79 


N.E. 


Rain. Clear at noon 


S 


79 


^l 


£.8.E« 


Clear 


7 


78 


81 


8.E. 


Clear 


8 


78 


88 


8.E. 


Clear 


9 


77 


81 


8.E. 


Clear. Noon showery 


10 


80 


82 


E. 


Clear. Noon rain 


11 


77 


83 


8.E. 


Clear 


12 


80 


83 


E.N.E. 


Clear 


13 


79 


83 


N.E. 


Cloadj 


14 


79 


8« 


N.E. 


Clear. Noon showery 


15 


80 


83 


E.N.E. 


Clear 


16 


80 


84 


S.E. 


Clear. Noon sultry, witk 
showers 


17 


78 


88 


N. 


Clear 


18 


80 


83 


N.E. 


Clear 


19 


80 


83 


N.E. 


Clear 


80 


80 


8i 


N.E. 


Clear 


81 


81 


84 


B.W.E. 


Showery 


88 


80 


83 


E. 


Clear 


83 


80 


85 


E.S.E, 


Clear 


84 


IS 


80 


N. 


Cloudy and moist 


85 


74 


80 


N. 


Cloudy 


88 


75 


83 


E.N.E. 


Light rains 


87 


80 


83 


N.E. 


Clear 


88 


82 


84 


.NJi;. 


Clear 


89 


79 


83 


N.E. 


Clear 


30 


76 


88 


8.E. 


Showery morning. Clear ndonr 


31 


19 


83 


SuE. 


Clear morning. Showery ndon 



Remarki. — ^The greater part of this month has been dry and 
^pleasant. Light dews at night. The sea breeze, which 
usually prevails with much regularity at this season, has beea 
partial and moderate. 
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APRIL, 1806. 



Heii^ht of FahreiilieU*8 




Thermometer. 


Geneml Sli^te of Weather. 










Day of 

Month. 


Mom. 


Noon. 


Winds. 




1 


81 


86 


S.E. 


Clear and Sultry 


2 


80 


85 


8. 


Clear morning. Eveninfrain 
and loud thunder 


3 


79 


84 


N. E. 


Morning cool and haz J ; noon 

ane 
Clear 


4 


80 


85 


8. E. 


. 6 


81 


85 


8.E. 


Clear. Noon thunder 


6 


81 


86 


8. 


Cl<far 


.7 


81 


86 


8. E. 


Clear 


8 


78 


85 


8. a 


Clear 


9 


81 


85 


8. E. 


Clear 


10 


82 


85 


8. E. 


aear 


U 


80 


86 


E.S. E. 


Clear. Strong breeset 


12 


82 


86 


S.E. 


Clear. Ditto 


IS 


82 


86 


8. E. 


Clear. Ditto 


14 


83 


85 


S.E. 


Clear. Ditto 


15 


82 


84 


8. E. 


Clear. Ditto 


16 


81 


85 


E.8. E. 


Clear. Nooo rain 


IT 


82 


87 


8. 


Clear morning. NooiirmlnaB4 

thandtr 
Clear 


18 


81 


86 


8. E. 


19 


82 


86 


E. 


Clear 


20 


75 


83 


E.N.E. 


Cloudy morning 1 noon fair 


21 


82 


85 


N. W. 


Clear morning x noon rain and 

hail 
Clear. Haxy and damp to* 


22 


81 


85 


N. E. 










wards noon 


2S 


82 


84 


E.N.E. 


Clear 


24 


75 


85 


N. 


Heavy rains during the greater 
part of the day 


2a 


82 


86 


E. 


Clear and sultry 


26 


81 


85 


S. E. 


Clear 


27 


83 


86 


E.8.E. 


Ctear morning; noon rain and 
thunder 


28 


80 


84 


8. E, 


aear 


20 


81 


85 


S.E. 


Clear 


30 


82 


84 


S.E. 


Clear 



Memerk$,—The whole of this month has been particularly 
ilne^and the breezes regular and strong. Rains with loud 
thunder, frequent during the night ; sometimes accompanifMl 
with sudden and violent gusts of wind. 
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lfAY,1806^ 



Height of Falirenlieit*8 
ThermMoeter. 



Mootfa. 



Mom. 



Noon. 



Winds. 



Gcoeral State of wccoiira 



4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
18 
IS 
14 
15 
16 
17 

18 
10 
SO 

23 
24 

26 
27 
28 
IBB 

SO 
Si 



82 
86 
8S 

81 
81 
79 
81 
83 
82 
80 
81 

m 

80 
81 
82 
83 
80: 

81 

82 
82 

82 

83 
82 
83 
82 
8L 
83 
82 
:83 

82 
82 



8ft E.S.B. 
84 E.S.B. 

86 j S. 



85 

84 
88 
84 
85 
85 
84 
85 
86 
84 
84 
85 
85 
85 

83 
85 

87 

85 

85 

86 

185 

86 
87 

85 
86 



8. 

&£. 

S.R. 
E.«.fi. 
E.8.E. 

s.e. 

S.E. 

E.S.B. 

S.&. 

S.& 

s.e. 

E.«.fi. 

8.<^ 
8. 

«. 
E.8.E. 
E.8.E. 

E.S.S. 

E.«.E. 

E.«.e. 

8. 

e. 
s.e. 
s.e. 
8.e. 

E.'S.E. 



Clear 
Morninf clear, 

m\ih rain 
Clear 
Clear 

Mamifig raia. 
Clear 



Nopa ivHiTf 



K^aucMar 



Clear; occarional Acrwcn 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear aad ittllry 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear. Kora light ^liflfveta 

Ught showen^ hiteiet Hcil^ 

oeipasiosially 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear. "Whiaf Mgh d^iog 

Morning clowly. l9oon ^tar. 

Brceztt iCrong. 
Clear 
Clear 

Clear aad si^ltry 
Clear 
Cloudy 
Cloudy 
Heavy clottis 
Ciotfdy. Heavy Reivers at 

noon 
Rahi 
Showery moftiing. Heavy rains 

jowards evening 



Remarki.-^Tkis aioolh ^hae been particalarly.dryy^taiex- 
xeediBglv pleannt fvom the regularity and atrangtb of flhe 
sea-breeze. The eonclasion of it, 'hofv^very^beii^ doady^Aori 
attended Bith frequent liefivy showers, 'Aows the aM>raac!h#f 
the periodical rains. This month, the earlier part of it espe- 
cially, is generally vei7 destructive to cattle, which suffer 
much from want of water. 
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JUNE, 1806. 



Seight ofFalireiiheif s 
Thermometer. 










Genertfl SUtt of Weather. 


Day«f 

Month. 


Morn. 


Noon. ^ 


.Wiodi. 


1 


81 


84 


15. E. 


Heavy rains ; light winds 


8 


82 


85 


S. 


Sohry rains, and during the 
"whole of flie mght 


S 


83 


84 


S.B. 


Continued rains with loud 
thunder 


4 


81 


83 


S. S. 


Showf^ during the day : stor- 
my at Bight, violent thunder 


6 


81 


84 


•E.N.E. 


Rains wi* thunder 


.6 


80 


81 


N.E. 


Blowing hard. Noon showery 


7 


80 


84 , 


N. E. 


Clev 


. 8 


'84 


88 


E. N. E. 


Clear 


9 


81 


86 


S. 


Heavy rains 


10 


83 


85 


E. 


Clear and blowing strong 


11 


83 


86 


N.E. 


Clear, blowing fimb 


n 


82 


86 


E. 


Clear, Ditto 


13 


83 


86 


N.E. 


Morning fine : nooa min with 
gusts or wind 


44 


83' 


85 


E.N.E. 


Clear and Mowing liard 


T5 


81 


78 


E. N. E. 


Cloudy. Mid-day lieavy mint 


16 


78 


84 


N.E. 


Morning heavy rains with 
much tiiunder 


17 


82- 


84 


E. 


C^udy andtylowing hard 


18 


83 


85 


E. 


Clou^" blowing ttuuMl 
Clear tigh wind 


10 


82 


85 


N.E. 


eo 


83 


85 


E. 


.Clear 


SI 


82' 


85 


E.N.E. 


Clear 


22 


182 


85 


E. N. E. 


Clear morning. Noon showers 


23 


83 


84 


N.E. 


Clear 


24 


81 


83 


E. 


Rainiluiing night, ditto jiart 
of day Thunder 


25 


76 


84 


8.W. 


Cloudy, with showers 


26 


82 


^ 


E.N. E. 


Clear 


27 


82. 


85 


E. 


Clear 


28 


8^ 


84 


N.E. 


Clear. 


29 


77^ 


83 


E. N.E. 


JUin And thunder 


30 


81 


83 


N E. 


Cloudy. Noon clear 



Remar/a, — 'The wet feostm generally commences 4n the ^eai ly 

part of this mdifth, About the 10th, and (continues throughout 

' Ihe i f hul eo f the re mainder -of -it. This «ea»on, -the raiits have 

set in earlier than common. Thunder at this 'time is also f re* 

^oen^ and often tremendous^ violfot* 
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JULY, 1806. 



Jlcifht of Fahrenheifs 
Hieraaoaieter. 



SS,1[ Mom. Noon. 



Month. 

r 

s 

4 



6 

7 
S 
9 

10 
11 

12 
IS 
U 

16 
16 

11 
18 
19 

SO 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
ST 
88 
89 
30 
31 



88 

77 
78 
79 
80 
88 
88 
81 
80 
80 
81 
81 
80 
.76 
88 
77 



S5 
86 

84 
85 

,86 

84 

85 
84 



85 
85 

85 
85 
80 

80 
83 

84 
89 
88 
S$ 
83 
66 
83 
83 
85 
86 
85 
86 
87 
86 
87. 



Wind*. 



E.N.E. 

8. E. 

E. 

E. 

S. E. 

E.S. £. 

E. 
E. S. E. 



8. E. 
S. E. 

E.8. E. 
S. £. 
S. £. 

£. 

8. E. 

N. E. 

N. E. 
N.E. 

E. 

£. 
S. E. 
N.E. 

E. 

E. 

W. 

W. 
N. W. 

W. 

W. 



General State of WeaHier. 



Clear 

Clear. Noon cloudy 

Clear 

Rain, bigb winds and loud 

tbuoder 
Clear morning. Noon hteY| 

fhowen 
Clear 
Clear 

Clear and Mowing strong 
Heavy Vains^ violent thunder 

storm 
Clear 
Clear, vivid ligbtning during 

ni^ht 
Clear 

Clear, blowing hard 
Qear morning. Nooo htm^J 

rain 
Rain 
Morning fine, immmi nUn and 

thunder 
Heavy rains 
Cloudy with showers 
Rain,load thunder during night 
Squally with thunder 
Rain and thunder 
Showery t 

Clear 

Clear, Wowing fresh 
Hig'a winds and showery 
Clear 

Cloudy, with showers 
Ditta, wind and rai« 
Tiiickfogand sultry 
Sultry 

Rain wiih much lightnihg and 
heavy thunder 



_ Remarks.^-Thc weather for the greater part of this month 
has been unsettled and stormy ; much vivid ligbtning, chiefly 
during the nights, and frequently accompanied with loud 
thunder. 
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AUGUST, 1806. 



Height of Fahrroheit's | 




Thermomtter. 


Day of 
Month. 


Morn. Noon. 


Winds. 


1 


77 


87 


w. 


« 


77 


85 ' 


w. 


3 


do 


86 


w. 


. 4 


82 


87 


E. S. E. 


6 


82 


85 V 


E. 


6 


83 


86 


B. 


7 


84 


79 


£. 


S 


.83 


85 


E.N.E. 


9 


81 


82 


N. E. 


10 


77 


80 


w. 


11 


82 


85 


E. 


\2 


82 


85 


N. E. 


13 


81 


85 


E. 


14 


82 


85 


F. 


15 


82 


86 


E. S. E 


16 


80 


80 


E. 


? 17 


77 


85 


w. 


18 


82 


86 


E. 


19 


81 


86 


£. 


20 


82 


86 


E. S. E. 


m 


79 


87 


w. 


22 


82 


87 


E. 


23 


82 


85 


E.N. E 


24 


83 


85 


E. 


25 


82 


86 


E. N. E. 


26 


83 


86 


E. 


27 . 


82 


86 


E. 


V8 


83 


85 


E, 


29 


83 


86 


E. S. E. 


SO 


78 


86 


w. 


31 


77 


84 


8. 



Geoeral State of Weather. 



Cloudy. Noon sultry with 

thunder 
Cloudy and sultry 
Sultry, much thunder during 

nig'ht 
Clear . 
Clear 

Clear, blowing fresh 
Noon rain and thunder 
Clear 

Showery with high winds 
Cloudy and wet, thunder dur« 

ing night 
Clear 

Clear morning. Showery nooA 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear morning. Noon heavj 

rains 
Cloudy and fhowery 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Showery 
Clear 
Clear 

Clear, blowing bard 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 

Light rains and cloudy 
Rains and loud thunder 



RenutrkM, — The greater part of this month hair bet n^x- 
treweb close and sultry. Frequent and heavy thunder stotms 
hare also prevailc d^ 



THE END. 
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BOOKS recenffy Puhli$lfdby ROBERT BALDWIK 

No ^7 J Paternoster mfom, 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS 
OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, from 
their Commencement in li>65> \o the year ISOO^ 
abridged^ with Notes and Biographical Illustrations^ 

by ClfARLBS HUTTON, JLL.D. F.a,Ji. GeORGJI 

Shaw^» m.d. f.b.s. r.L.s. RtcfiiVKD Pearson^ 
M.D. F.s.A, In 18 Volumes 4to. Price in hoards^ 
371. iCs. 

THE EDINBURGH ENCYCLOP.ISDIAj or 
Dictionary of Arts, Sciences, and Miscellaneous Li- 
terature, conducted by David Brewster, ll. d. 
t.R.s. & A.S..E. To be completed in Fifteen Vo- 
tumes, 4to. Price ll. l6s. each. 

Of tliit Work the fifrst three Yolumes are already published', 

A GENERAL HISTORY AND COLLECTION 
OF VOYAGES AND TRAVELS 5 arranged ia 
Systematic Order : forming a complete History of 
die Origin and Progress of Navigation, Discovery, 
«od Commerce, by Sea and Land, from the earliest 
Ages to the present Time. By Robert Kerr, 
F.R.3. and F.A.s. Ed. 

Thift Work will be completed ii» 18 Vols. 8to. ; and half a 
volune will be poblisbed every two Moaths. Thronghoit 
the Work, a Series of Maps and Charti, safficient for illa»- 
tratiBg the Tarious Voyages and Travels, will be inserted in 
■their proper Places, The first two volumes are already pub* 
lithed^ 

THE GLEANER J being a Series of Periodical 
Essays, selected and arrang^from Papers not indud^ 
ed in the last Edition of the British Essayists. With 
an Intfodaction and Notes,, by Nathan Drakb, 
ifi[.i>. Author of Literary Hours, and of Essays on 
Periodical Literature. Handsomely printed in 4 Vols. 
Bemy 8vo^ price 21* 2s* And on fine Royal Paper, 
price 31. Am. 

Ths Glbaner, printed uBifomi with the Octavo Editions of 
the Spectator, Tatler, and GuardiaD, contains the best Essays 
oS the best periodical PapeM which, exclusive of those print- 
ed in the British Essayists, have been pnbfisfaed hi thH €oiii^ 
tn to the Year 1797. They are accompaqied by Tables of 
Clintents, Indices, and TraaslatioDd of the Mottos. 
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BOOKS ftemlfypiMihed by ROBERT BALDWIN. 

AN ACCOUNT OP THE PAST AJJD PBJE- 
8EM > I ATE OF THE ISLE OF MAN ; indud- 
ing a Topographical Dt script iotr; a Sketch of its 
Mineraki^i an Outline of its Laws, with the Prt« 
vileges enjoyed by Strangers 3 and a History of thd 
Islaitd. By Gt.oHGK Woods. With a I^p. Jn 
8?o. Price 10s. 6d. 

A SECOND JOURNEY IN SPAIN, in the 
Spring of 1^09; lirom Lisbon, through the Western 
Skirts of the Sierra Morena, to Sevilla, Cordoba^ 
Grenada, Malaga, and Gibraltar $ and thence to Te- 
tuan and Tangiers : with Plates^ containing 24 figures 
illustrative of the Costume and Manners of the Inha* 
bitants of several of the Spanish Provinces. By {to.. 
BERT Semple. In one Vokune 8vo. Price 8s. 

Also, a Second Edition of Mr. Serap]e*s former 
Journey, with a Map of the Peninsula, and a Spa-* 
nisb Post Guide; In two Volumes. Price 128. 

THE HOLYBlBLEi containbg the Old and 
New Testaments, according to the authorized Ver- 
sions; with Notes by several learned and pious Re« 
formers; tboae on the New Testament being by 
Theodore Beza; as printed by Royal Authority at 
the Time of the Reformation : To which are added, 
by the present Editor, Dissertations 00 the severa) 
Poftions of the Holy Scripture, additional Notes, &c. 
Jn one Volume 4to. with '25 beautiful Vignette En- 
gravings, and Maps. Price 31. in boards, or very ele- 
gantly printed on Royal Paper, Pi ice 41. l6s. 

An Editkn rf the Apocrypha is printed vnjform 
with the Old and Nao Te$tameitts. trice U» Demy ; 
12#. Royal. 

A Family Bible in a moderate Compass, tmd at a rdatona- 
ble Expense, has become a debideratum ; and the Plan of die 
present Work is socb, that it unitt be an acceptable Acqaisi- 
tiouto every person who calls himself a Ctiristiao, to Whatfto- 
.ever .Doctrines of our Reformed Religion his opiniooi may 
V ^ particolarly directed. 
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